Wigan – SSMCAMRA Social – Saturday 8th February 2020
Depart Stockport train station
11:05
Arrive Wigan Wallgate station
11:53
The Raven Hotel
12:00 ( food is available here )
The Anvil
13:00
Tap n’ Barrel
13:30
John Bull Chophouse
14:00
Berkeley
14:45
Swan & Railway
15:15
Wigan Central
16:00
Return trains from Wigan Wallgate at 16:50 & 17:49.

Return train from Wigan North Western with a change at Piccadilly at 17:23.
The Raven Hotel    12:00 – 13:00
Reopened Christmas 2012 after having a full refurbishment and revealing its traditional decor. A superb example of an early 1900's Commercial Hotel.
Five handpumps offering real ale plus two more offering real cider (usually Black Dragon from Gwynnt Y Ddraig and a guest).
Tetley Cask Bitter is always available, along with one other "bitter", two blonde beers and a dark beer.  Recent sightings on the bar include ales from Abbeydale, Bank Top and Lancaster Brewery.
Really cosy in winter with proper coal fires and two unobtrusive televisions. Many of the original features are retained including panelling, windows. Voted a Wigan Pub of the Season in 2013. Serves good home made pub grub.
The Anvil   13:00 – 13:30
Popular town-centre pub close to the bus station which has seven handpumps and offers various guest beers plus six draught continental ales and a range of bottled beers. Two Real Ciders also available. It has a heated smoking terrace to the rear. Televisions show sport. Only over 18s allowed in the pub.
The Anvil serves three regular beers, Banks's Mild, Brakspear Oxford Gold, Thwaites Wainwright. There are usually four guest ales on with ales from Phoenix, Moorhouses, Reedley Hallows and Salopian seen recently.
Tap ‘n’ Barrel   13:30 – 14:00
A microbar in a town centre mews style street giving it an interesting position. It has a pleasant 'artificial' under cover, smoke free garden, which makes for a nice change.
The Bar, when opened acted as the Martland Mill Brewery Tap, however the brewery has now been sold with the Tap ‘n’ Barrel now free of tie.
Up to six changing ales can be seen on the bar with ales from The Coach House Brew Co, Settle Brewery and Hophurst noted recently. There are up to four real ciders available.
John Bull Chophouse   14:00 – 14:45
Thwaites Awards for Excellence 2017 - Voted both Thwaites Pub of the Year and Best Pint.
If you're visiting Wigan, this unique pub has to be on your list. Whether you're after a quiet evening pint or a vibrant nightlife venue. This 300+ year old building has been cottages, stables and a slaughter house in the past but now a popular town centre pub, run by the same family for over 40 years. Six handpumps downstairs selling cask beer plus continental beers. In addition a large range of bottled beers, a wine list, three draught ciders, large range of specialist whiskeys on the whiskey bar and 20 bottles of specialist rum are available.
There are two floors, toilets upstairs limit wheelchair access to WC but not the beer. The Hop House now occupies the First floor offering another six Cask Ales and four Craft Beers. There are five electric sockets for public use with USB connections for charging. Music from the juke box is piped upstairs. It's a Grade II listed building. Casque marque accredited.
Berkeley   14:45 – 15:15
The Berkeley is a former coaching house opposite Wallgate rail station and three minutes from Wigan North Western.
A large open plan bar with multiple tv screens but with a traditional feel to it. Sports and other black and white photographs from the 50s & 60s adorn the walls. A choice of 6 casks are available on the bar.
Swan & Railway   15:15 – 16:00
Re opened in September 2019 by new owner John Brearley, the pub has been sympathetically renovated. There is an impressive stained glass window in the pub and a collection of old photos of the town, the railway and rugby league.
Built in 1898 by WEV Crompton, this beautiful classic period pub has seven handpumps celebrating Draught Bass along with Banks Sunbeam, Courage Directors and Daleside Blonde. It also supports local Breweries by regularly serving beers from Hophurst, Prospect, Wily Fox and Wigan Brewhouse.
Grade II listed
Wigan Central   16:00 – 16:30
Customers are assured a very warm welcome from this Wigan real ale pub, owned by Prospect Brewery. The real ales are sourced from all over with one regular, Prospect Totem and six rotating guests. Chapter 18, Mallinsons and Kirkstall have all been seen recently. There is a continental bottled beer library for those wanting something different.
It has a railway themed interior with live departure and arrival boards for both Wigan stations. It is a delight, and has quite a cosy feel to it.
Awarded Best New Cask Outlet 2015 and Wigan Pub and Cider Pub of the Year 2018, also Greater Manchester CAMRA's Pub of the Year 2017 and Runner up in the National Pub of the Year competition.
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