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BUDGET BLUES

Just as we went to press last month Chancellor Kenneth Clarke presented his first budget.
CAMRA nationally and the brewing industry had been lobbying hard for a reduction in beer

duty to combat both:

% the threat to the industry posed by cheap
foreign imports, mainly from France where beer
duty is but a fraction of that over here

% the continued decline in the pub trade,
believed largely to be caused by the high price
of beer.

The Chancellor responded by freezing duty -
given the current state of the public finances
that was about the best that could realistically
be expected. Whether this will be enough to
stop the rot remains to be seen. It is however
worth pausing for a moment to consider just why
beeris so expensive in some parts of the country.
To be sure taxation plays its part but even when
this is stripped out the price of a pint has still risen
by far more than the rate of inflation in recent
years. More to the point, that is just the average
increase. Many of our local brewers have kept
their rises to very low levels while the national
combines have jacked up their prices remorse-
lessly. Indeed, the cynical may even suggest
that the whole duty reduction campaign was a
clever ploy to divert at least part of the blame for
the desperate state of some pubs from where it
really belongs - at the feet of those brewers who:
* screw their tenants and leaseholders with
punitive rents
% encourage drinking at home with the promo-
tion of so-calied “draught” beer in a can
* increase their pub prices way above the
inflation rate year after year

Actions speak louder than words and it willbe
interesting to see just how the brewers who led
the campaign to get beer duty slashed now
proceed. Will they help their suffering licensees
by reviewing pub rents downwards? Will they
actively promote drinking in the pub rather than
at home? Most tellingly of all, will they put up

their prices? Local brewers Joseph Holt, whose
main problemis keeping up with demandsrather
than filling their pubs, have shown the way -

November their beer went up by 1p a pint.
Others should take note. Opening Times will be
monitoring brewery price increases in 1994 and
perhaps then we will know the truth. Was the
recent campaign a serious attempt to address
the catastrophic decline in trade faced by some
pubs....or was it just a cynical attempt to divert

public aftention from those who are really to
blame?
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The first Pub of the Month award of the New Year goes
to a tucked-away inn in wooded surroundings over-
looking a brook. But we’ve not broken with precedent
by giving the award to a country pub somebody found
on holiday, for the pub in question is just yards from
busy Hyde Road in Gorton. As many readers will have
guessed, it's the Vale Cottage on Kirk Street.

So often, the best pubs have a long family fradition. No
surprise, then, thatlandlady Anita Aimond has been at the
Vale Cottage since 1970, with the licence under her own

Tom Thumb’

54 KING STREET WEST, STOCKPORT

A CLASSIC COMMUNITY PUB

BODDINGTONS BITTER, JOHN SMITHS BITTER
WILSONS MILD
A PUB WHERE THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING TO DO
EVENTS NEARLY EVERY NIGHT
ACTIVE GAMES TEAMS
lCOME AND EXPERIENCE OUR UNIQUE FUN ATMOSPHERE

Kendlegate Wine Cellars Ltd.

164 Northgate Road, Edgeley. Tel: 477 3939

Wide range Cask Beer to order
Increasing range of Belgian & Continental Beers

New:

STARTING NOVEMBER -

TASTINGS ON THE FIRST SAT OF EVERY MONTH
NOVEMBER 6th "FRUIT BEERS" 12 - 3pm
SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE AT TASTINGS!

Note: We operate under the Wholesale Licensing Regulations
therefore minimum purchase is 24 bottles beer or
12 bottles wine/spirits, which can all be different.
Open: 10 am - 5 pm Mon - Fri
(CLOSED Weekends and Bank Holidays)
Telephone orders accepted on a COD basis
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name since March last year. The cellar is in the capable
hands of Anita‘s son Christopher, whose wife Sharon - "a
towerofstrength”, says Anita-completes their hard-working
family team.

Anotherreliable pointerto areally good pubis afttention
to detail and service. This is a notable characteristic of the
Vale Cottage-somuchso that, evenwhen "Opening Times”
called to check the detailsfor this piece, Anita’s eyes were
ever adlert and scanning the pub, and she would excuse
herself every so often to clear glasses or attend fo some
otherdetail. Andit's thanks fo the high standard with which
the pub is run that the place possesses an atmosphere of
quality and good behaviour, though with none of the snob-
bery of more pretentious establishments.

As for the beer, the pub’s status as a Wilson house long
made this its least interesting feature. Now, though,
Christopher’s arrival in the cellar, fogether with the rights
conferred under the Beer Supply Orders, have led to the
Courage beers being joined by a number of guests - most
usually, nowadays, Marstons Pedigree and Taylors Landlord,
always in good condition and at a fair price.

So join us and the friendly Gorton locals as we present
Anita and her family with the year’s first Pub of the Month
award on Thursday 27th January. An excellent eveningisin
prospect - the presentation itself will take place around
9.30pm, but it might be worth getting there early fo be sure

LSON INN

Dldsbury
Fine Cask Conditioned Ales
Websters & Holts
Cheapest Beer In Didsbury
Open All Day

Come and Try our
Quiz nights (Tuesday) &

Karaoke nights (Wednesday)




sun Inn

A!'rhough :’r is well ou‘r of our c:rculcﬂon areq, we make no
apologiesforreporting on the latest Boddington PubCo "Ale
House”, namely the Sun Inn on Mill Lane, Macclesfield.

Licensee is former Stockport & South Manchester stal-
wart John Hutchinson. The pub had become pretty run
downinrecentyearsbutthe PubCo have doneitupinstyle,
even to the extent of installing new etched windows.

The pubis acosy fwo-roomer with areal fire in both vault
and lounge. Dark wood panelling and fraditional furniture
complete the effect. Six cask ales plus atraditional cider are
available and onrecentvisitsthe beerhasbeenin fine form.
Macclesfield has needed a pub like this for along time and
it desarves fo succeed. Indeed, much like buses where you
wait for one and then two arrive together, Macc Is in fact
aboutto get asecond multi-beer freehouse just around the
cormner from the Sun in the shape of the Railway View on
Byrons Lane which is due to open on New Year's Eve. With
the two freehouses, two Holts pubs, Vaux at the Bull & Gate,
guest beers at the Waters Green Tavern and, of course, the
classic Castle, Macclesfield is now worth a visit by the
interested drinker - look for a detailed report on the tfown
later this year.

There was a reminder of the dates of the Stockport Beer
Festival, even though it was still a few months ahead. There
was also a reassurance that the Festival would go ahead,
properly licensedthisyear, afterthe disastrous shut-down last
year, due to an unfortunate misunderstanding over the li-

cence. '

Websters/Wilsonsseemed to have come fo their senses,
andmany of theirOpenHouse bars were being turned back
into proper pubs - Tops in Heaton Moor had just gone back
to being the Moor Top. But Greenalls were still pressing on
with some “grotesque” conversions - the Kenilworth in
Cheadle Hulme had the usual bright lights and shining
chrome, but there was also a wall of TV sets playing pop
videos. Bouncers were required on the door to sift through
the prospective customers. But fo be fairto Greenalls, there
was also a report of the re-opening of the Dog & Partridge
in Didsbury, which had been keg only fora number of years
-the promised real ale turmed up in the form of Greenalls and
Davenports Bitters, and the “infer war years” style of the
refurbishment was voted a mgjor improvement on the old
decor.

OG or ABV ? headed an article drawing attentionto the
coming change in the law regarding beer labelling. OG
(Original Gravity) isthe reading taken, before fermentation,
of the amount of fermentable material in the brew - itis the
figure that Customs officers use to calculate what tax must
be paid onthe beer, ABV (Alcohol by Volume)isthe strength
of the finished product, which will let the drinker know
exactly what to expect from his pint. Original Gravity was
only really anindication of the finished strength, which could
be changed according fo the degree of fermentation.
Three brews were used to show how confusion can arise :-
Boddingtons Bitter OG 1034; Holts Bitter OG 1039; Robinsons
Best Bitter OG 1042. Holts is actually the strongest, followed
by Boddingtons, and although Robinsons has the highest
OG, itis marginally the weakest of the three.

Afinalcommenton thatmuch quoted bench mark, “the
price of apint”. Holtsimposed theirannual price increasein
early December- the 2p. rise brought the managed house
price of bitterto 70p. (Holtsin 1993 stillhaven'tyetbroken the
pound barrier-if you are not aHolts drinker, try toremember
how long itis since beerin yourlocal pub waslessthan£1 a
pint.)
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Boddingtons Mild & Bitter
Theakstons . Bitter
* guest beers changed weekly

- A warm welcome guaranteed
UAMRA Pub of the Month May 1993
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The Pineapple Inn

45 Market Street, Marple. (061) 427 3935
A Traditional Pub offering Robinsons Finest
Hand-pulled Ales
Home-Cooked Pub Grub served Mon - Sat 12-2.30pm
& Monday - Friday 6pm - 9pm
Open All Day for TEAS and Fresh Rombouts Coffee

Private Room available for Business Meetings, parties
and private club meetings. Buffet menu available.

BED AND BREAKFAST ACCOMODATION.
ENGLISH TOURIST BOARD APPROVED. ONE
CROWN FACILITIES. CAR PARK AT REAR
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LETTERS
PENING TIMES _ #

From Pete Soane:

Last Friday (14th December) | visited the Woolpack on
Brinksway and ordered a pint of Morlands Old Speckied Hen
which was the current guest beer. Mine was the first pint of the
day so as usual the barmaid pulled a pint off first then served
me the next one. [ let it settle for a while and then picked up the
glass.

The beer was slightly cloudy, a fact which | commented
upon, not knowing that Robert, the landlord, was standing
behind me. Without a word he removed the offending pint and
pulled another which again was slightly cloudy. This, too, was
taken away and another pint was pulled but again it was cloudly.

Robert then disappearsd into the cellar and spent the next
few minutes among his barrels. When he returned he took the
Speckled Hen off, saying that the barrel had been knocked and
replaced it with another guest which was crystal clear.

Finally, to the point. If only a few more landlords were as
keen on beer quality as Robert, Gillian and his staff then the
world and the local drinking scene would be a much better
place.

(I'll drink to that - Ed.)

FromRichard Hough:

| have recently encountered a growing trend for bar staff to
expect a tip with every drink they serve. If | have the money,
and the inclination, and | am served in a friendly, professional
manner, with a good pint, | may tip the bar staff. But when they
short-change me by ten or twenty pence, and deposit this into
their tips glass, | really do object. However it is very difficult to
complain because you are made to look like a skinflint. There
are pubs where all tips go to one of the various charity boxes
that can be found on the bar. These are far more deserving
causes than cheeky bar staff, and | will gladly put my small
change towards them. But | believe that tips should be given
at the customer's discretion, and not be expected by bar staff.
[skinflints of the world unite, that's what ! say to such
goings on - ed.]

From K Hartly:

I am amazed at your lack of attentionto the Jolly Crofter,
Edgeley. It may only have one cask ale on sale, but it is the best
pint in and around Edgeley let alone in any other Vaux pub in
the area.

It is a nice atmosphere, cosy and very pleasant since the
new tenant took over but you only seem to mention in your
paper the much troubled pub it had been. | have drunk in this
pub for years so go and do it proud and give it a mention as it
is the In place in Edgeley.

[no sooner said than done, there's a review this issue - ed.]

INTEE EDITOR'S VIEW...

Itis, | suppose, traditional at this time of yearto both refiecton
the previous 12 menths and also look forward and perhaps
predict whatthe coming yearmay havein store.

Looking back over the previous 12 issues of Opening
Times, it seems that we have spent most of the time both
pointing out and campaigning against the threatto various
pubrs. As ‘Save our Pubs’ shows this month, many of these
campaigns are stifl on-going and we remain opfimistic thatat
leastsome of those threatened pubs canbe saved. One pub
itistoo late to save, of course, is Tommy Ducks. It willbe along
time before Greenalls shameful conductin this affair willbe
either forgotten or forgiven. To conclude and underline 12
months of campaigning on this we willbe presenting arichly-
deserved Pub Vandalism award to Greenalls on the anniver-
sary ofthe pub's demolitionin February. More aboutthatnext
month.

it'snotallbeen doomand gloom, though. New pubshave
opened, notably Holts Old Monkey in the City Centre and
Bass’s Woodstock in Didsbury. Holts purchase of the Orionin
Withington has also been welcome as has the transformation
of the Crown, Heaton Lane, by the Boddington PubCo. The
move to real ale also continues with more and more pubs
turning to the real thing - the transformation of the drinking
scene in Reddish as reported this month by Jim Flynn illus-
frates this in a nutshell.

And for 19947 Well, the trend to real ale looks set to
continue unabated and hopefully some of the few remaining
keg-only pubs will see thie light and offertheircustomers cask
beers. As we move slowly out of recession the fortunes of our
remaining pubs should pick up and hopetully we wiil see a
slowdown tothe closures of the past couple of years. We can
ceriainly expect to see at least one new pubin 1994 when
Robinsons Three Bears on JacksonsLane, Hazel Grove, opens
its doors. Let’s also hope that common sense rears its ugly
head where beerduty is concemed - the standstillin the last
budget was only the first step in the right direction. Although
is the big brewersreally are concemed aboutbeing priced
outofthe marketby cheapforeignimports, it willbe interest-
ing to see just how much restraint they offer when they
considertheirown price increases.

Finaily, 1994 sees two important anniversaries - the
Stockport & South Manchester Branch of CAMRA celebrates
its 20th anniversary this month andin June OpeningTimesis
10 years old. To ail thase who have helped with Opening
Times over the past year, to our contributors, printers and
adveriisers may | wish you alla happy and prosperous New
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IT CALLS LAW STUDENTS TO THE BAR.
MEDICS STYDY IT$ BODY. . ¢

PSYCHOLOGISTS EXAMINE s uuﬁ '
PHYSICS STUDENTS APPRECIAT i

\ ¢ ITS GRAVITY. il & i

| (WHICH 1S 1033-1037 FOR HISTORIANS.)

- STUDENTS OF AERODY
PREFER THE DR

ART STUDENTS LIKE 10 SEEIT buw
aMAI'HEHATICIANS KNOW IT suﬂ‘!,

UP MANCHESTER.

£); BODDINGTONS THE CREAM OF MANGHESI’ER&;‘"

Boddingtons Draught Bitter. Brewed at the Strangeways Brewery since 1778.




How was 1993 foryou? Good? Bad? Forgettable? Unforget-
table? The best yet? Musically, we saw several milestones
achieved. Take Thatbecamethe firstband everto enterthe
chartatnumber 1 with three singles. Mr Blobby became the
first artist (artist?-ed) to go back to number 1 after dropping
tonumber 2. Meat Loaf gotto the top for the first time in his 14-
yearcareer.

But what of live music, and more specifically, of those
bands reviewed in Opening Times? Smokey Hand are still
going strong, cozing the rock'n‘rollspirit whichis so essential
to the future of music. These boysimprove with each gig, so
catchthemin '94. Right Band Wreng Planet (should that be
Right Band Wrong Diet?) are virtually full time, gigging most
nights. They are still masterful but the set is getting a little
stilted with a lack of new material being showcased. Krel
remain the space cadet citizens of planet Mewzik, and to
th ir credit are frequently seen doing benefit gigs for a
v. letyofworthy causes. Chapswith a conscience aswell as
ability, Take it easy, lads. Chill,

Not-so-chill 999 have been aroundsince '77 (where were
youin...?)andstill put most so-called bands halftheirage to
shame with their manic live performance and big noise. To
prove punkisnotdead, | recently saw the Grand-daddies of
Punk Rock, the UK Subs, again af the Witchwood in Ashton,
and | just give thanks that some people willgo barmy in the
cause of having a good fime. | did. The Timekeepers are
good folk. They willbe back together, allbeing well, inabout
avyear. In the meantime, the two who have remained this
side of the equator are in another band called the Major
Clangers. It is a short-term project with a rather more trad-
folk base. They cover the odd Timekeepers number but they
are more of a four-person backing band group than a
number of individuals who caneach shine. Itis an interesting,
if unpolished, result,

Earthwood, quoted in these pages as ‘the name to
watch’ and as being 'Good, very good’ have split up, for
reasonsunknown. Ahwell, that'slife. They WERE good.Ona
better note, the all-day blues jam at the Roadhouse in
November raised several hundred pounds for Christies, and
infroduced many to some new, inventive bands. It was a
greatday, and good for the Roadhouse, which (af last) has
hadasell-out when the Fall played afour-night stintrecently.
The supports, Harvey's Rabbit and Cleveland were equally
fine.

That's about it for now, buthere’s to '94 and who knows
what it may bring. | guarantee that some of it will be brill.

OLD MILL

MILL LANE, CHEADLE HULME 061 488 4090
(off Ladybridge Road, next to Garden Centre)
TETLEY, BURTON, JENNINGS, CAINS

* Different Guest Beers Weekly
* Home Made Pub Lunches

* Traditional Sunday Lunch

* Beer Garden

* Excellent Disabled Facilities
* Large Cart Park

* Group Bookings

* Regular Beer Festivals

Your Hosts John ¢r Bev

70 Brinkswa >
EB @IhB Stockport ’

= 061 - 429 6621
mﬂu I]JEIBJ %v Proprietors;

Robert & Gillian Dickinson

FREE HOUSE o0p HOME-MADE FOOD
Marstons Pedigree Served 6 Lunchtimes a week
Theakston Best Bitter from a wide ranging menu PLUS
Tetley Bitter % 3 - Course Sunday Lunch *

Weekly Guest Beers choose from:
Soup - pate - prawn cocktail

Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding

=ENT:B0NGS

% BEEREZBASH-

FI]HMBY HAI.L, ATHEH'I’UN 27-29 .IAN 1994
THURS & FRI 6-11, SAT 12-4 & 7-11
Admission includes Festival Glass & Programme
Thurs £3, Fri £3.50, Sat £2.50 (CAMRA £1 off)

™ Roast Chicken & Stuffing
'?2-"‘“ (all served with a selection of fresh vegetables)
w&u plus a choice of sweets
£4.75
Try Pete & Lt o

famows Hot Pot
a The Bridge

THE BRIDGE INN
George’s Road

Heaton Norris
(opposite B & Q)

Robinsons Best Handpulled Ales
meeting place of Stockport Ghost Scociety

First Wednesday Every Month




STAGGER

with Paul Felton

Ourlatestextravaganzawas something of adeparhure: firsty
inthatittook place on aSaturday night, and secondly inthat
we ventured out ofthe branch area and infe Manchesfer city
centre, to visit several of the betterpubs thatthe areahasto
offer.

Quir first port of call was the Sportsman, Lees’ subternra-
nean bar on (under?) Market Street, It's a small one room
pub, loud, busy and smoky. At 7.30 on this evening night it
was full of people slightly the worse for wear, whose singing
was battling gamely against the overloud muzak - though
they may have been singing the same song, it was just
difficultto tell... Only Lees bitter was available in cask form,
at £1.25 a pint, and it was prefty good (dithough a black
mark has to be put against the excessive length of fime it
took fo change a barrel).

Bass'sH.R.Fletcher's on St Mary's Gate (Just off Deansgate
by the side of Kendal's) might be better known to some ds
the Gemstone. It has been refurbished and reopened in
Novemberin the livery of the Highgate Brewery (Highgate,
in Walsall, being the smallest of Bass's brewerles, until re-
cently brewing only mild). Numerous beers were on sale,
both from Bass (Highgate Mild - renamed 'dark’ for extra
street cred - and bitter, Worthington best bitter and others,
and from sorne of the more obvious independents (Fullers,
Youngsand on thisoccasion Wadworth 6X). Prices, while not
cheap, were not too bad for the places location, the
Highgate beersbeing£1.28 and£1.38, the Wadworthst1.54,
and the beerwasn’tbad either. If a couple of faults might be
mentioned: the decorhasin placesbeendeliberately made
tolook ‘aged’, and merely manages to look prettysilly; and
the attitude and ability of the bar staff with regard to the
topping up of short measures were alittle lacking,

Holt’s Crown & Anchor on Cateaton Street was pur-
chased from Whitbread a couple of years ago (formerly
Chester’s Pie and Ale House, the price of beerdropped by
28p when Holt's took it over. Recently doubled in area and
furned split-level by the addition of a downstairslounge, it's
inmany respects atypical Holt's pub: basic, noisy (pernaps
the television is a little too loud) and busy: it also has arare
street cormner door. It's afavourite haunt of your writer, who
has found it fo serve a consistently excellent pint, and the

EB @[h? pl[ Chatham St.

Edgeley

STOCKPORT'S PREMIER
FREEHOUSE
Guest Beers Weekly

TAYLORS i
MARSTONS 3

quality of the beer on this evening merely reflected that.

The second Bass pub of the evening, the Unicom on
Church Street, is a classic, surely one of Manchester’s best
pub interiors, Wood pansliing and etched glass abound,
from the ceniral bar to the smail side: areas. Its clientele is
mainly of the more mature kind, who appreciate its some-
what less frenetic atmosphere. Drought Bass, Stones bitter
and Worthington best bitter were available, but the guest
beerwas off on ourvisit. The Stones was probably asgood as
it'sgoing to geton thisside of the Pennines (why s it thatit's
never as tasty over here as it is in Yorkshire?); the Draught
Bass was very good.

TheCastie on Oldham Street s the only Robinsons house
inthe city centre, and ii's another excellent pub. The small
fronfroomis particularly notable for its ornate bar front, and
there’s also a small lounge and, right af the back, a pool

o il : -

ncert venue, Virtually ull
range of Robbie'sbeeris available, best mild, ordinary and
best bitters and Old Tom. While one brave individual hit the
Oid Tom, most people understandingly went for the rare
ordinary bitter: both beers were good.

Confusingly, our next venue was another Crown & An-
chor, this time aWhitbread pub on Hilton Street, near Picca-
dilly; one room in a reversed 'L’ shape, comfortably fur-
nished but rather open plan af the bottom of the *L". In
addition to the usual Whitbread stuff (Chesters mild and
bitter etc.) it's also long sold guest beers, and so Thwaites
bitter and Tim Taylor Landlord were available. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, everyone went for the Taylors, which was
splendid.

The only disappointment of the evening was to be found
atour proposed finishing point, Hydes' Jolly Angleron Ducie
Street; we arrived there at around 10.30 to find the place
already closed for the night, Despite this unforeseen set-
back, if you haven’t been there before you really ought to
try: it is a superb little place.

So instecid of the Angler we wandered on to the White
House on Great Ancoats Street, the only free house of the
evening, asmallvaultcontrasting with alarger, high-cellinged
lounge. Holts bitter is a regular, and on this evening Hanby
Crawwell bitter from Wem in Shropshire was a guest beer.
Bothwere in good nick, the only problem being the loudness
ofthe band which was playingin the lounge. So thatmarked
the official end of the crawl, although some (fool?)hardy
souls went on to theRoadhouse on Newton Street forsome
live music and some more beer, Okay, so the crawl was
somewhatstage-managed, and the pubsvisited were care-
fully selectedin advance, butnotabad pintwashadinany
of the seven pubs, and each canbe muchrecommended.

OPENING TIMES JANUARY 1994
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The pastyearhas seenthe new brewery revolution gather steam
with more and mora small breweries coming on siream. In the
firstoftwo articles, Opening Timas reviewsthose currently oper-
ating in and around Greater Manchesler.

West Coast: based in Chorlton-on-Medlock, thisisone of our
oldestestablished new-wave brewers. Anend-of-yearphone
call reveadled that it is very much business as usual. Outlets
are increosing and the reception of Green Bullef in the
Crown, Stockport, hasbeen very pleasing. The New Year will
see allof West Coastbeers available in bottie with Best Bitter
and Guiltiess Stout being presented as “bottled draught
beer” whereby the beeris bottled affer conditioning at the
brewery withoutfirst being filtered orpasteurised. Both should
be available scon.

Flea & Firkin: at our other local micro-brewery, no new
products are planned as the seven beers currently pro-
duced are considered enough to be going on with. Full
Mash Magical Mild will be reappearing at the start of the
new University term, Sales of the recently introduced Sinful
Stout are said to be going “extremely well”.
McGuinness: based in Rochdaie, this Is the newest of the
local micros. Five beers are now produced - a mild was
infroduced in the autumn and at the end of November
Special Reserve was added to the range. Thisisamid-brown
beerat 4%ABY andisseiling well. The Tommy Todds Porteris
also selling “extremely well” and this, together with the
SpecialReserve, isto be entered in the Intemational Brewing
Exhibition at Burfon-on-Trenton Feb 16th,

Oak: now based at the Phoenix Brewery in Heywood follow-
ing the move from Ellesmere Port, their products are seen
widely in the local free trade. No new products are in the
immediate pipeline, although March will see the infroduc-
tion of the appropriately named March Hare which should
come In at about the 4% range (details have still to be
finalised). The popular Midsummer Madness will also be
making a comebackin 1994, but you will have to wait until
June 1st for that.

Coach House: just over the border in Warrington, Coach
House have gone fromstrength to strength since their foun-
dationin 1991 with productionreaching an all-time recordin
the fortnight before Christmas. January 25th will see the
launch of Auld Sleekit, aspecial 10550g beer for Burns Night.
Due to agency tie-ups a lot of this will be finding its way to
Scotland (obviously) and, more unusually, Kent, Rumours
thatthe company is to acquire a tied house are wide of the
mark as no steps have been faken in that direction.
Weetwood: based on a pig farm near Kelsall, Weetwood
only opened last year and, for the time being, are sticking
with the one beer, Best Cask Bitter. The brewery isapproach-
ing capacity, which must be good news for such a new
venture. The aim for 1994 is to get more outlets in the
Manchesterarec.

Whilst next month’s article will feature the breweries in
neighbouring counties, mention needsto be made ofRybum,
which, although based in Sowerby Bridge, has beenvirtually
alocal brewer, mainly due to its close associotion with the
Stanley Arms in Stockport. As reported last month, Ryburn
now have thelr very own pub, the Rams Head in Sowerby
Bridge (and wellworth avisity where anew-ish beer, Luddite,
a 5% dark brew, can be tied. This year's Winter Warmer is
stronger at 6.5%ABV and will be available, almost exclu-
sively, af the Stanley Arms.

Another brewer familiar fo readers of Opening Times is

DrewMarsh, formerly licensee of the Squirrelsat Chinley and
now trading as the High Peak Brewing Co. Drew brews his
beersat Lioyds of Ingleby whichisin the south of Derbyshire
and as he is based in Chinley, the beers are only brewed
occasionally. Bagrnans Bitter was the first, distinctive, beer
and thishas been followed up by Cracken, a5.9% darkbeer
which was very tasty when tried at the Stanley Arms before
Christmas. Drewisplanning asessionbeer, at about 3.5%ABV,
forearly 1994,

Next month our round-up will cover neighbouring areas
including reports on the brand new brewery at Whim Farm
near Hartington andimminent newventuresin North Wales,
Merseyside and Lancashire.

The Star Jun

13 High Street, Cheadle = 428 5423

* Traditionally Brewed Hydes's
Anvil Ales

* Good Home Cooked Food
Served Mon - Sat 12 - 2pm

% Eric, Nora & Debi & All our staff
welcome you

Happy Neto Year
to All

The Old King

Great Portwood St.

- STOCKPORT - 061 480 6026
HANDPUMPED REAL ALE including
DRAUGHT BASS * GOOD FOOD SELECTION
MON - SAT 12 - 8.00, SUN 12 - 2.30 pm
OPEN SATURDAY 11.30 - 11pm
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES
AND PRIVATE CLUB MEETINGS
SKY SPORTS ON SATELLITE
CHILDRENS PARTIES CATERED FOR

Steve & Dorothy

DOUR HOSTS

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA
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Heaton
Lane
Stockport
CROWN ALE HOUSE
HEATON
[ E ]
JANUARY BEERS ’JANUARY BEERS
HPD Entire ) Roosters Yankee
Brains Bitter Thwaites Bitter
Batemans XB Fullers Chiswick
Lichfield Inspired Bitter
Lichfield Little Avenham
Steeplejack Torchlight

WINTER ALES

FESTIVAL
NOW ON!

JANUARY WINTER ALES (AMONG OTHERS)

StAustell Winter warmer, Deakins Downfall, Bunces
Rudolphs Brew, Rudgate Rudolphs Ruin, Mitchells
Single Malt, Lichfield Minspired, Dobbins Old

Soporific, Woods Christmas Cracker

1 i

WINTER ALES

COMPETITION

HAVE YO GOT
AN ENTRY FORM?

IS IT FILLED IN?

FESTIVAL

IL 7 FEBRUARY

WHY NOT?

Get an entry form from the
pub - drink up and fill it in for
your chance of excellent high

valu

e prizes including rare

collectors Celebration Ale!

BOOK

Kirklees Pub Guide, edited by Mark Davies, CAMRA Kirklees
Branch, 92pages, £2.95

Only a short hop away on the Mé2 or through Standedge
Tunnel, Kirkiees - orin English, Huddersfield, Dewsbury and
Batley and the surroundingtowns and villages - is, | suspect,
unknown territory to many “Opening Times” readers. Yet it
contains a wealth ofinteresting pubs serving a wide range of
beers, including those fromthe district’stwo small breweries.

CAMRA's new guide to Kirkleeslists and describes every
real ale pubin the district, and usefully includes an alpha-
beticalindex of pubs. As a thoughtful foreword points out,
only 13% of Kirklees pubs now sell noreal ale, and perhapsin
a future edition it would be worth including them in the
listings as a spur to conversion. As it stands, however, only
two “keg” pubsgetamention, eachwith afull-page article
onitshistory -anunexplained and | thinkill-udged decislon.

The pub entries, the main substance of the book, are
splendidly done - arecent field-test in Huddearsfield proved
them absolutely reliable, and they strefch to the occasional
pleasingly enigmatic comment (what, lwonder, isa “worm-
eater” at the Carriage House in Marsden?). Sharply repro-
duced photographs and snappy one-page features (mild,
suggested pub crawls, the local canals) add welcorne
variety, though an opportunity was surely missed to promote
the two local breweries - which simply appear in the main
breweries listing along with independents from Burfon to
Sunderland. A clear if somewhat diagrammatic key map
sensiblyincludesisolated pubs (there are plenty!) aswell as
towns and villages, and is backed up by good fown maps.
Allin all, thisis a very professional and well-produced guide
which can be thoroughly recommended tc anyone wishing
to explore thisinteresting drinking area.

The guide is iikely fo be on sale at forthcoming CAMRA
beerfestivals (Atherton 27-29 January, Liverpool 3-5 Febru-
ary, Fleetwood 25-26February). Otherwise, "Opening Times”
can arrange supplies fo order,

Justone finalwarning. Every guide to pubs or fo anything
else, Is out of date assoon as published, so those affracted
by the description of the Station Tavern on Huddersfield
Station should note that this unusual venue - rather like a
British Legion club with full public icence- has now lost allits
real adle and acquired a fake “handpump” for keg cider,
Avoid!

RPJ

The Nursery Inn

GREEN LANE,
HEATON NORRIS,
STOCKPORT
432 - 2044

* Traditionally Brewed Hydes's Anvil Ales
% Good Home Cooked Food Served Daily

* Lunches every day including Sundays
for families in our Dining Room.

* Bowling Parties and function room.
* Egon Ronay 1993 - MLC Guide
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CAMRA’s

Social Event of the Year

Ever since the petitions for the Castle & Falcon and Coach
& Horses were presented to the Lord Mayor of Manchester
in the Autumn of 1989, a representative of the Greater
Manchester Region of CAMRA branches, in the person of
Peter Wadsworth, has also presented an annual Christmas
gift. To wit, a copy of the next year's Good Beer Guide
accompanied by a suitable card, usually showing acoach
and horses.

Last year a copy of the Real Ale Guide to Metrolink was
added and this year a bumper package of a card, a GBG
for ‘94, a Metro Guide, a copy of an 18 year old guide to
Manchester & Salford’s pubs was fopped off with a Tommy
Ducks tee-shirt,

This year’'s meeting, held in the Lord Mayor’s Chambers
at the Town Hall was different in the fact that the Lady
Mayoress was present for the first time; a very welcome
addition. Peter enlightened his esteemed company that
CAMRA was formed 22 years ago by 4 Salford lads, a
brewery worker and three journalists. The Lord Mayor was
not surprised by that as he had worked inthe prinfing frade
himself for 42 years! He added that hisnearest pub wasakeg
Bass Charrington’shouse so he usually walked a bit furtherto
the Bluebell, a Holt's pub where the beer was better and
cheaperto boot,

The mood of the happy occasion changed dramatically
when Peter infroduced the subject of the brutal nocturnal
demolition of Manchester City Cenfre’s most famous public
house, Tommy Ducks’, by Greenalls earlier this year. The Lord
Mayor appeared to be angry when reminded of this and
iindicated that he may attend CAMRA'sintended Wake to
commemorate the first anniversary (21 Feboruary 1994) of this
tragic event.

The meeting continued with a discussion of CAMRA's
atternpts to convince the Central Manchester Visitor and
Conference Bureaux that it would be a good idea to infro-
duce a series of "Beer Weekends” in the City Centre. The
intention would be to attract people from foreign parts
(such as Birmingharm and Belgium) to spend 2 dayshere and
enjoy the largest choice of real ale whichis always available
here in Manchester, than anywhere elso on this planet
(unless you know different).

Seascnal Greetings were exchanged and the meeting
concluded until next year.

East Manchester Up-date

The surprise news at the end of 1993 was the decision by the
Department of Transport to reject Manchester's application
for funding for the Hyde Road scheme. We understand a
further application will be made in late 1994. Whilst this
means a bit of reprieve for pubs like the Travellers Call and
the Plough, the decision has been attacked locally for

prolonging the uncerfainty and planning blight that has
dogged the areaforso long. Meanwhile the City Engineers
are still investigating the scheme to physically move the
Ploughtothe newroad alignment andtheirreportiseagerly
awaited. CAMRA hasinvited members of the Highwaysand
Cleansing Committee to the pub in order that its historical
importance can be discussed, but as yet this has not been
taken up.

Further north, on Ashton New Road, everything seems
to be in a state of limbo. Having lost the Clympic Bid, the
City is now after the Commonwealth Games although it
faces stiff competition from other cities in the UK and
elsewhere. A decision is expected in February. The pros-
pect of a Public Enquiry info the CPO served on the Little
Bradford remains a possibility, although no date has yet
been announced for this,

There also remains the question of the proposed Eastern
extension to Metrolink which threatens several East Man-
chester pubs, notably the Grove and Sir Humphrey Chetham.
The latest news we have on this is that the Passenger
Transport Authority will be deciding thismonth on whetherto
proceed with the scheme and, if so, whether any changes
are needed fo the original route.

Pub Vandalism

Readerswillreaclithatlast year Stockport & South Manches-
ter CAMRA made two Pub Vandadlism Awards. Cne to
Greenallsfortheirdemolition of Tommy Ducks and the other
to Whitbread fortheir Tut’n’Shive concept. We are aiming fo
present both of these inthe next two months. Indeed, the first
presentation will be on Wednesday January 19th when, at
the request of the landlord, Whitbread receive their award
atthe Tut'n’Shive (Chapel House) in Heaton Chapel. Allare
welcome to what should be an enterfaining evening.

George & Dragon

Atthe end oflast year, the George & Dragon in Cheadle had
amajor revamp. Stuart Ballantyne went to have a look and
the endresult....

A typical and uninspiring Greenalls revamp. Greenalls
are doing today what otherbreweries didfenyears ago. An
open-plan renovation with the familiar ‘rustic’ feel, com-
plete with farmhouse kitchen style wooden furmniture, the
floor being part carpeted and part bare floorboards. None
of the traditionalfireplaces are used (forshow only) and the
walls are adorned with foo many pictures. The ceiling (low-
ered some time ago) house the usual recessed spot-lights.
The single large room is splif into discernable drinking areas
but these fail to convince that this is anything but a large
open-plan pub. Greenalls, in common with one or two other
companies|could name, have also broughtin atruck-load
of tacky pub 'bric-a-brac’ and have proceeded to fill the
pub with it - everywhere you look are books, tankards and
empty bottles. Once you have seen one renovation of this
type, you've seen them all,

Therevamp hasseen aconversion torealale but withthe
uninspiring range of Greenalls Mild, Bitter and, as a ‘guest’,
Stones Bitter, this Is but a small step in the right direction. |
tried allthree and found themto bein acceptable condition
without being outstanding. In any event, the predominantly
young clientele seemed to be mainly drinking boftled and
canned beers.

The only high point of the evening was when Coronation
Street star Simon Gregson walked in (name dropper - ed.).
He in any event seemed to be enjoying himselfso | thought
better than to trouble him. SB

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA



2-10 ST. MARYS STREET, MANCHESTER M3 2LB

Telephone 061 835 1567

CHOICE OF
CASK BEERS
DRAUGHT BASS

HIGHGATE OLD,
DARK & BITTER

DARK MILD 0G 1032
BEST BITTER 0G 1038
ESB 0G 1060
YAKIMA GRANDE
PALE ALE 0G 1050
& PORTER 0G 1050
KANGAROO 4X 0G 1042
GINGER BEER 0G 1050
OLD SOPORIFIC 0G 1084
DOBBINS
GUILTLESS STOUT OG 1039

\ | BREWED IN MANCHESTER
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

TEL 061 - 274 4344

The King's Arms

HELMSHORE WALK
CHORLTON ON MEDLOCK

ONLY DIFFICULT TO FIND
THE FIRST TIME!
LIVE MUSIC
LAST TUESDAY OF MONTH

HOME OF DOBBINS FINE BEERS

‘Thﬁnm” |

Bt | e | : NOT
£ |d & oo ] A TO
1 : SCALE
fed e 1

g |2 A

i RUNSWICH STREET QO oy
P /ﬂ?—% 273 1053
: L

WARNING: Excessive Intake of Alcohol is
NOT RECOMMENDED




I|have complained before in this column about how, fortoo
many pubs, the liberalisation oflicensing hours has actually
led to shorteropening, notlonger. No doubtmanylicensees
would argue that they are only setfting their hours fo meet
public demand. But | recently came across an example
which proves how false this can be. In abusy fown, nottoo
farfrom here, an attractive pub with agoodrange of beers
called time at 2pm on a Saturday. O.K., there was hardly
anyone in the pub at the time, but that was probably
because the punters knew it was about to close.

A hundred yards down the street, another pub, with
arguably an inferior choice of beer, was packed out, and
was still serving, and still full, after 3. One pub was being
enterprising and meeting demand., the other was treating
the public with contempt to pander fo the licensee’s con-
venlence. He even had the cheek to display hisstingy hours
inthe window (only 12-2 every lunchtime, and 7pmopening
on Saturday) under the heading "Open for You"! Is it any
wonderthatfewer people are going to pubsif they can‘tget
in when they do want a drink?

* k Kk Kk k %k
| recently received a "Guinness coin” through my door
which entitled me to afree pintof Guinnessin my local pub.
While Draught Guinnessisn‘t areal ale in the strict definition
ofthe termit’sstill an excellent beer, and | certainly enjoyed

my free pint. Buta guick glance at the price listmadeit clear
why [ don 't drink it more often - while Hydes Bitter at 3.8%ABV
wasS1.21 apint, Guinness, whichisonly 4.1%, wasawhack-
ing £1.68, dearer even than the “reassuringly expensive”
Stelia Artais, which is a full 5%. Might Guinness attract more
customers by cutting the price rather than indulging in
gimmicky promotions?
o i i B i o

A few months ago, | mentioned the problem of the lack of
beermatsinmanaged pubs, giving the Woodstockin Didsbury
as an example. Lo and behold, on a recent visit, mats had
appeared on every table. How rmuch more hygienic and
civilised! And itiust goes to show that people take notice of
thiscolurmn!

Due to unforseen circumstances the
Christmas Greeting
was omitted from the last edition of Opening Times
So Andy, Eunice and Staff
wish to be the first to wish
All Our Customers Past Present and Future

A HAPPY EASTER FROM
THE QUEENS ARMS CHEADLE
Serving Robinsons Best and Ordinary Bitter and Mild
Food Served daily 12 - 2.00pm

THE ONLY PUB IN CHEADLE IN
THE 1994 GOOD BEER GUIDE

o, Stanley NOW UP TO
FREEHOLUISE
g -
ms O GUEST BEERS
EVERY WEEK
EXCLUSIVE
: TO US -
Live THE FULL
Entertainment RANGE OF
every RYBURN
Weekend BREWS -
Fri - Sat - Sun INCLUDING
Sky Sports on STANLEY &
Large Satellite Screen OLLIES OUR
The Stanley Arms HOUSE
40 Newbridge Lane, MILDS
Stockport SK1 2NA %,
OUTSIDE BARS
CATERED FOR ui?‘nll
Your Hosls Mike and .ﬂwa Reliham

FREEMINER BREWERY
FOREST OF DEAN
FREEMINER BITTER
(4% ABV)
SPECULATION ALE
(4.8% ABV)
DEEPSHAFT OAT MALT
STOUT (6.2% ABV)

Made with only finest
English whole hops and malt
REGULAR DELIVERIES TO THE MANCHESTER AREA

Tel 0594 810408 FOR PRICES

Phil Welcomes You To The
Anden rPnme
MILLGATE, STOCKPORT

Robinsons Traditional Ales
BITTER, MILD, OLD TOM

ON DRAUGHT
e’ Open ALL DAY Fri. / Sat.
BAR MEALS AVAILABLE

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA



Reddish Rallies

| % M mt.unWILMSLOW AD 1993wasth henth th testi t
: wasthe yearwhenthere was the greatestimprovemen
i WITHINGTON in the Reddish pub and beer scene for decades, writes Jim
Flynn. The year started with three keg-only pubs, namely the
Mon. - Sat. 11-11 BullsHead, Reddish Vale and the Carousel. Allnow serve real
Handpulled Marstons Pedigree| | ale which means that every pub in the area offers cask-
Burton Bitter and Banks Mild conditionedbeer.
plus However, the improvement-doesn’t stop there as the
i . range of beershas also seen gains. Inthe centre of Reddish,
Marstons' Head Brewer’s Choicej the Grey Horse hasled the way with regular guest beers and

% LUNCH * even the Houldsworth has experimented with guests, albeit
fromthe Whitbreadrange. Yards overthe border into Gorton,
7 DAYS A WEEK the Pomonahas been relaunched endeavouring to attract
the motocycling fraternity and successfully introducing guest
EVENING MEALS MON. - THU. beers.

R

T 1 * 5.30-8.00 %

| akers Vaults

MARKET PLACE, STOCEPORT
Robinson's Fine Ales 2 )
superb cuisine n

[} [}
including
traditional Just over into the Heatons the George & Dragon, the
: Hinds Head and the Navigationhave allbeen pushing guest
¥ s Sunday Lunch beers. Atthe Ash on Manchester Road even more enterprise

has been shown with Holts Bitter being sold very successfully

Ea - LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS| | (coulditbethe quality of the productorthe price of £1.06a
o D 41 SUND pint?). You never know, perhaps the days of catching the
: l'@\!’ BOOGIE CLUB AY NIGHT 203 into the centre of Stockport in search of decent beer
A TEL: 480 3182| | have gone forever.

THE ALL YEAR ROUND_ .=z
range of real ales and ciders.
B E E n FE s T l"AL With twelve handpumped

examples of our finest brewing

WIDE RANGE OF DRAUGHT BEER traditions, from large breweries
WIDE RANGE OF BOTTLED BEERS ! micros, there is something to

Draught and Bottled Belgian BEers taste. Traditional sidor. trauant

Matthew Brown Bitter, Theakstons XB, Mild, Belgian Kreik and lost of bottles
Old Peculier, Courage Directors, Pendle Witch for even more jaded palates....
& 6 ever changing guest beers
MATTHEW BROWN BITTER LESS THAN £1 PINT!, FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE
LUNCHTIME HOT FOOD & SANDWICHES,- COME & SEE THE NEW BAR -
FAMOUS & UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE AT NO EXTRA CHARGE

3

J

ANGEL STREET,
Manchester
061 839 7019

ACADILLY




HIGH

AK & NORTH EAST CHESHIRE

FOR REAL ALE %
Featured Pub

The Bulls Head at Tintwistle is worthy of recommendation
and we feature it as this month’s article.

From the village centre it is five minutes walk up Old
Road and on dark, cold evenings the large, atfractive
fireplace with the fire crackling away is a welcoming
sight. Anfique oak furniture and settles all add to the
atmosphere; oak beams and panelling, the head of a
highland cow and ahistory of the pub complete with alist
of all the landlords back to 15693 are all of interest, Next
doorat John Marshall’s smithy, now part of the pub, Dick
Turpin used fo have his horses shod when he regularly
passed on the turnpike road. Elephants were regularly
stabled on their way to Belle Vue at what in those days
was a prominent coaching house. '

In more recent times, Gartsides sold their hostelry to
the Welcome Brewery at Oldham. Three yearslaterHope
& Anchor of Sheffield took it over, prior to them amalga-
mating with Charringtons.

Onmy research visitin early November, the usual four
beerswere onsale - Bass XXXXmild, Bass Light, Tetley Bitter
and Draught Bass. An additional pump has a rotating
beer, onmy last two visitsthere were Taylors Landiord and
Worthington Best Bifter.

If going foramedal, there is a fair choice every night of
the week, with starters and sweets, all horme cooked by
the landlady and her assistart and our party were im-
pressed enough to say we would dine there again, There
are two more pubs and two clubs all within a couple of
minutes walk.

] ' m

Mine's a Pint
While we are filling our cars with litres of petrol, queuing in
supermarkets for kilos of sugar, and paying for them with
pounds and (ever-diminishing) new pence, one standard will
remain: the Imperial Pint. Defined as the eighth part of a
galion, it contains 34.659 cubic inches. It has for centuries
been the standard measure for serving drinks in licensed
premises (although the gallon was not standardised in this
country until 1824), anditlooks setto continueforavery iong
fimeyet.

Butwhy, when our fellow Europeans are drinking litres of
beer (and fractions thereof), do we still staunchly favour the
Pint? Firstly, it is a pleasant amount to hold. The most com-
monly available glassin our pubs, the brim-measure straight
pint, when full of liquid, feels comfortable in the hand,
without belng too cumbersome.

Secondly, the pintcan be subdividedinto other conven-
ientunitsfor drinks. The half pint for people with alower liquid
capacity, or for drinks not suitable insuch alarge volume as
apint. The nip, or third of a pint, is perfect to sample abeer,
or for straight winter ales or barley wines, which cannot be
quaffed at will. The quarter-pint, or gill, is not a common
measure, but everyone will be familiar with the standard
spiritmeasure of one sixth of a gill; there are consequentially
24 optic units to a pint.

Finally, of course, the pintis a pleasant amount to drink.
How better to relax after a hard day at work than over a
pint?

As an interesting note, do you know where the name
"pint” comes fram? The French pinte comes from the Latin
piceawhich means ‘painted” or ‘marked’, like the measur-
ing vessel from which pints were originally poured. RH

Fringe Featured Pub
(Sheffield Branch)

On 17th September a celebration evening was held at the
Valiey Lodge, Bradwell in the Hope Vailey. The pub won
CAMRA Pub of the Yearforthe East Midlands Region (which
covers an ared from Derbyshire to the Lincolnshire coast,
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire).

Formerly the Shoulder of Mutton, bulltin 1937 toreplace
an earlier inn of the same name, it was taken overand re-
named by the present landlords, Reg and Angie Davies.
With several years experience running pubs in the Lanca-
shire areq, Reg introduced an adventurous guest beer
policy as seen by the rows of pumpclips around the pub.
Wards Bitter and Stones Bitter are the regular ales.

Aswellassandwiches, there isafullrange of English fare
as well as Indicn and Italian cuisine and vegetarian dishes.
Thereisalarge car park and outside seating, from which can
be seen the antics of the 60 or so pub resident free-flying
budgerigars which are keptin abig cage covering alarge
sectionof the pubroof and which fly overfothe nearby trees
- beer and budgies is an unusual combination.

The Valley Lodge can be reached by following the signs
to Bradwell off the Bamford to Castleton Road and aweek-
end walk in this area finds the ideal terminus for lunch,

m
FLEA & FIRKIN

BEER
FESTIVAL

REAL
SOON
NOW

UNTIL THEN TRY OUR OWN
HIGH QUALITY BEERS

“BITTER, DOGBOLTER, STOUT, MILD

137 Grosvenor Strest
Mer, M1 7DZ
Tel. 061 274 3682

FREE
ENTRY

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA
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Whitbread's real ale house on Market Streetin Hyde, formerly
the Clarendon, is not called the Pump House, as we previ-
ously reported, but the Beer Engine. There's a decent if
conventional range of beersandihe kegScrumpy Jack cider
“handpump” now appears to dispense Woodpecker. While
this is still technically misleading, nobody with any drinking
experience wouldsee Woodpeckerasanythingotherthana
kegcider, sowe can chalk upyetanothervictoryforCAMRA’s
campaignforhonestdispense methods - what Bulmersthink
aboutthis dilution of their carefully nuriured brandimage for
Scrumpy Jack (orindeed Woodpecker) isanybody'sguess!

Unarguably a good pint of Taylors Landlord in the Romper,
Marple Ridge, in mid-December, but somewhat a bit of a
shock at £1.78, when two separate Glossop pubs had
charged&1.34and£1.38respectively inthe same weekend.
Still, down the lane at theSportsmanin Sirines, Mitchells ESB,
Bitter, and Eldridge Pope Blackdown Porfer (£1.38) made
amendsin curtailing the shockin whatis a muchbetter 1994
Good Beer Guide choice than the former!

. . . next month

The Shady Oak

The Shady Oak on Redford Drive in Bramhall re-openedatthe
end of November after six weeks' closure for refurbishment.
There have been no major visible structural changes, justa
generalsmartening-up andanincrease inthe seating areq,
butbehind the scenesthere have been extensive improve-
ments to kitchen and cellarfacilities. The television hasbeen
moved from the passageway by the bar counter but this
remains a congested area even when most of the pub is
empty.

The beer range has now been restricted to beers sup-
plied through Tetleys’ standard list, namely Tetley Bitterand
imperial, Jennings Bitter and Marstons Pedigree. It's disap-
pointing to see that the previous best seller, Thwaites Bitter,
the last vestige of the pub’s one-time incarnation as afree
house, has now disappeared. Hopefully guest beers along
the lines of the Old Millin Cheadie Hulme will be introduced
before toolong.

Although the Shady Oak hasn’'t been turned into a
restaurant, there’'s more emphasis on food, with a "Big
Steak” barfood menu on offer, fairy reasonably priced, with
main courses starting at under £4. There 's now also afamily
dining area. While the changes have brought a general
improvement in the pub, *he jury remains out asto whether
they are enough to attract customers from beyond the
surrounding estate, particularly without guest beers.

¢°‘&

{th  GAMES
. (B TOF LORD

THE STATION MASTER PRESENTS
A CELEBRATION OF

Wrinter Warmers

THROUGHOUT TRMURRY AND FEBRUARY.

THE STRTION WL BE FERTUEING THE STROVEER

FUES FEOM THE MORE EXOTIC BREWERIES RS

g ) BE TWEEN B 11O KER WEEL ]

TOSERER W I SVIRE OLL FAVDLRITES

PNVD A WIDE BANGE OF BOTTLED BEERS.
Superb but inexpensive

LUNCHEONS

WE'RE OPEN ALL DAY
Monday to Friday

Baturday: 11.30-3.00/7-11.00, S8unday nsual hours
Conservatory, Bnug or Funetion Room

for meetings

& parties

Ring Sylvia -
330 aT7e

WARRINGTON STREET
ASHTON-U-LYNE
(NEAR BY-PASS)

— Sttt Haster

Kath, John and staff
welcome you to the

Sir Robert Peel

Castle Street, Edgeley © 477 3424

Greenalls & Stones Bitters
now available
Excellent Food Available
12 - 2 Mon - Sat, 7 - 10 Wed
& 12 - 6.30 Sunday
with 3 course Sunday Lunch £5.50

We can also cater for parties & Christenings and any special
occasion either on or off the premises at very reasonable rates

The Robin Hood

HIGH LANE, BUXTON ROAD, STOCKPORT
Telephone: 061-483 2602

COACHES BY APPT.
LUNCHEONS
DINNERS
FUNCTIONS

LIVE MUSIC
SATELLITE T.V.

* XX ¥ R®

Your hosts Janet & Peter Blissett M.B.LI.

OPENING TIMES JANUARY 1994



Local Haunts
- The Bridge Inn

by Pete Massey

it is a quarter past midnight. I'm sitting alene at the bar
writing this article.

Everyone hasgone, and allthe lights are out, save theredbar
lights. Ourdog has just barked again at something thatisn't
there. | gotup toinvestigate and caughtthe scentof along-
agoladiestalcumperfume.

I'mnow back again atthe barwith its famous 'cold spot' and
'hanging monkey' which upsets some spiifs, where Mrs Bebb
would stand, her head just visible over the barin the snug.
Drinking herStout.

The landlady (Lil) & | were sitting lafe one night at the bar,
everyone gone. There came two knocks from inside the
fabric ofthe bar, and nexi doorthe pooltable emptieditself
ofits balls.

Mrs Bebb was aregular atthe Bridge, andiived justacrossthe
road. Herhusbandleft herand herchildren were takenaway.
She hangedherself.

The Stockport Ghost Society is based at The Bridge and has
regular interesting evenings discussing ail aspects of the
paranormal over a good pint and around a real fire. The
Society ishosted by Martin Milis and Angela Conway who are
authorities onlocal hauntings and have just produced their
secondbook:-'Ghosts and Ghosthuntingin Stockport'. Meet-
ings are held regularly - contact the pub to find out dates,.
Thanks to Grimley Fiendish and Revenante for being there,
and hopefully we may have more tales of local haunts in
future issues of OT.

Bottled Brewers Choice

Aswellasproducing asecondrange of Head Brewers Choice -
beers, Marstons are now also making some of thess available
inbottle. Launched on October 18th, the newbottledronge .
consists of Albion Porter (4.4%ABV), Stout (4%), Union Mild .
(4%), India Export Pale Ale (5.5%) and, asa ‘seasonal spe-
cial,’ ChristmasBeer (4.8%). ,
They are being offered to most licensees with a sug-
gestedretailprice of£1.38forthe first three and £1.48 forthe
Export and Christmas Beer. While these will doubtiess be
fitered and pasteurised productsitisstill good to see distine-
five bottled beers making a comeback onto pub shelves,

Old Mill
Beer Festival

Once againreal ale fansin the Cheadle Hulme areahave
been treated to a beer festival at the Old Mill,

Thistook placein the last week in October and featured
approximately 25 beers with sixof these available at any one
time. Beersincluded ranged from the regular Old Mill Festival
beers-Moorhouses Pendle Witches Brew, Oak Wobbly Bob
-tothenotso offen seenBanks and Taylor Dragon Siayerand
Nix Wincotts brew "That”. The only mild on during the festival
was Thwaites Mild - very good it was foo - butit would have
been nice to see ¢ few more milds on during the festival.

As usual the festival was a great success and like every-
one else inthe area O.T. will be looking forward fo the next
one.

' Rcal goud ;
g Beer

FREDERIC ROBINSON LIMITED, UNICORN BREWERY, STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE SK1 1JJ. TEL: 061-480 6571.




&4 CAMRA CALLING!

Campaign For Real Ale Branch Diaries

We start off the New Year with afull programme of activities
kicking off on Monday 10th with a social at the Royal Oak,
Commercial Road, Hazel Grove. Incommon with allMonday
socials this starts at 9.00pm.

Thisis in fact a hectic week with the branch meeting on
Thursday 13th. This willbe abusy meeting with both voting for
Pub of the Year and, hopefully, a guest specker. The venue
Is the Victoria on Burmnage Lane. On Friday 14th we are
having a 10-pin bowling night in Stockport, meeting at the
Manchester Arms at 7.00pm. The next day marks the 20th
anniversary of the branch and to mark this we will be having
acelebration drink at the Printersin Cheadle, birthplace of
the branch backin 1974. For detalls of any of these events,
contact Dawn Geddeson 4450872,

Afterahectic week we wind downon Monday 17th with
a social at the Imperial, Birch Streef, West Gorton but it's
back into the fray on Tuesday 18th with a visit to the new
premises of the West Coast Brewery, Asyoumay know thisis
now located in the old King William IV pub, on Justin Close,
a couple of minutes walk from the Kings Arms. We meet at
the brewery at8.00pmand asplacesare limitedto 25 phone
Dawn fo book. The following night we present our Pub
Vandalism Award to the Tut'n’Shive in Heaton Chapel (for-
merly the Chapel House, onthe A6) and abusy week finishes
on Friday 21st with our monthly Stagger, this fime covering
Longsight, We meet at 7.00pm in the Farmer’s Arms on
Stockport Road or you can join at 8.30 in the Longsight,
Kirkmanshulme Lane (vault).

OnMonday 24th the socialisin the Old Monkey, Portland
Street (City Centre), on Thursday 27th we make our Pub of

the Month presentation to the Vale Cottage (see article on
Page 2) and on Sunday 30th there is a Curry Crawl in
Rusholme. Wemeetat 12nooninthe Claremont, Claremont
Road; 1.00pmin the Denmark onMoss Lane Eastand 2.00pm
inthe Whitworth, again Moss Lane East, After thiswe adjourn
foracurryinanearby emporium. A hectic monthis brought
to a close an Monday 31st with a social, this time in the
Station, ManchesterRoad, Cheadle.

If you live in the Woodley, Romiley, Bredbury or Marple
areas you fall under the High Peak & North East Chashire
Branch of the Campaign, and High Peak are also having a
busy month, January 9th sees the third of the popular Sunday
Strolls. This one starts at the Navigation Hotel, Buxworth at
9.45am, For more details phone Frank Wood on 0457 865426,
On Monday 10th the Branch Meeting will be at the Buck &
Hawthorn, Ashfon. Aim to get there at about 8.30pm. On
Saturday 22nd there isa presentation to the Shepherds Arms
inWhaley Bridge fomark alongruninthe Good Beer Guide.
Acoachwilibe runand for more details you should contact
TomLord on either 427 7099(h) or 837 447 4(w). Tomis also the
person fo contact for details of a weekend in Bath on
February 11-13th. Members of both branches are of course
more than welcome to attend each other’'s events.

New Year Ramble

High Peak Branches latest ramble is a circular walk on
Sunday January 9th starting at 9.45am at the Navigation
Hotel, Buxworth canalbasin. Previous ramblesin the pastfew
months have shownthereis aninterestinthese events andit
is planned to continue them as a permanent activity within
the branch, perhaps at 3 month intervals, of course trying a
pintenroute!

THE KINGS ARMS

B DT L SALTORD

Dave and Sue Price welcome you o enjoy
the fine range of beers, ciders and foods
in Salford's Premier Ale House

15 HANDPUMPS |
HOLTS, THEAKSTONS,
TIMOTHY TAYLORS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF
GUEST BEERS & TRADITIONAL CIDERS

SPORTSMANS

62 Market Street (basement)
Manchester M1 1WP

Lees Bitter

Brian and Jill welcome you to
our excellent downstairs Oasis
in the City Centre

Home Cooked Tavern Fayre
Bar Food Mon - Sat 11.30 - 3pm
(closed Sundays)
Private Room
available with Bar
Outside Catering a
Speciality
(061) 832 6766
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) | y Rhys Jones
The pre-Christmas period saw a flurry of openings, some of
which are reported elsewhere in this issue. One of the most
surprising however must be the re-opening of the Queen
Victoria on Grey Mare Lane, Beswick. Readers may recail
thatthe pub had closedfollowing afirebombing and given
the fate of many local pubs, it seemed unlikely thatit would
everre-openits doors. However, the Queen Vicisnow open
forbusiness with Chesters and Trophy on handpump.

Last month’s column did miss a pre-Christmas real ale
gain atKings Cafe Baron Southgate inthe City Centre. Ifyou
want to drink very ordinary handpumped Tetley Bitter at
£1.65 a pint, this is the place for you. On the debit side,
Boddington PubCo’sNag'sHeadin West Gorfon has closed
after asuspicious fire - it is however expected fo re-open.

The Didsbury in Didsbury has replaced Ruddles County
withhandpumped Courage Directors, and has also credit-
ably gotrid of the “handpumped” keg Scrumpy Jack cider
(noteven the "honest” keg versionremains). In Gorton, the
Lord Nelson has dropped Bass Light as its guest beer, substi-
tuting handpumped Worthington Best Bitter - still not the
mostexciting beerinthe world, but onvery good formwhen
| called in just before Christmas.

The beerrange appears fo be narrowing at the City Arms
in CentralManchester. Whenvisited the week before Christ-
mas, the pub had just Tetley Bitter, Jennings Bitter and
Marstons Pedigree - no Moorhouses beers, and no Tetley
Imperial (*o accommodate whichMoorhouses Pendle Witch
was originally withdrawn). It snotknown whether thisreduc-
fionis permanent - let's hope not!

Finally, may | suggest a few New Year resolutions which
Manchester's, shall we say, less exemplary licensees might
adopt, to bring them up fo the standard of the best,

1. IfIhave a guest beer, I'll make it an interesting one - not
bloody Boddingtons again!

2. | will display a price list - for beer, not just food.

3.Ifmy pubisopenallday, I'llmake sure tables are cleaned
and ashtraysemptiedregularly,

4.1willchange sub-standard beer, or give atop-up, without
making the customer feel like a tfroublemaker.

Simple points all- yet they make the difference betweena
pub youwantto come backto, and one you wouldn'tcross
the street for, Happy New Year!

City Update

While pub numbersin the inner-city continue to decline, the
City Centreitself continues to be something of agrowth areq,
particularly as faras cafe bars and theirilk are concemed.

The pre-Christmas period saw two such bars open their
doorsto the public. Inthe basement of Affleck’s Palace on
Oldham StreetislsoBar. Afflecksis already known asahang-
out for the serlously fashionable so it comes as no surprise
thatIsoBaris, as Channel 4 was once described, so trendy it
makes your teeth peel. | mean, we are talking cool with a
capital '‘K’. Unfortunately, and unlike most of the competi-
tion, we are also talking no real ale with a capital *N’.

Amuchbetterbetis Atlas which occupies the bullding on
the road junction opposite Deansgate Station. More user-
friendly than IsoBar, it is nevertheless still very highly 'de-
signed’. The lightwood panels covering the wallsand high,
vaulted ceiling give aseemingly unfinishedlook which con-
trasts with the high-tec bar, seating and other fittings. Food
isserved virtually allday along with avariety ofhotand coid
drinks, the latterincluding handpumpedTetiey Bitter, Jennings
Bitter and Burton Ale. It also serves one of the best cups of
coffee in the City.

Although no-one would describe the Beer House as a
Cafe Bar (not unless they'd has 16 too many, anyway, with
this stage of the renovations completed it has certainly
movedupmarket, Currently there are only twelve handpumps
(there is on-off-on talk of two more), but these ALL serve
fraditional beers, the belgicn stuff is now on electric dis-
pense, and the cider is in the standard 'behind the bar on
gravity ghetto. Pleasingly though, there seem tobe three on
most of the time. Although there is a creeping S&N-ness
about the overallrange, there hasbeen a particularly good
choice onrecently, from Freeminer, Snowdonia and large
numbers of hard-to-find micros. As to the refurb, well, its
more comfortable, the baris quite attractive - though they
will have to raise the optic shelf - and apart from the
customers and staffits nearly unrecognisable. The very high
beerquality hasbeen maintained, andif only the next phase
can really mean new loos, it will become an ufter gem!

STOP PRESS - The Conservatory on Bank Street in the City
Centre (befween St Ann’s Square and Cross Street) has
rejoinedthe real ale fold, with Whitbread Trophy on handpump.
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After a long career in the local licensed trade, Eddie and
Alwin Bradburn retired fromthe Grapesin Hazel Grove before
Christmas. Readers with longmemories will recall thatbefore
the Grapes, Eddie and Alwin ran the Royal Oak on Stockport’s
High Streetinits more characterful days.

While Eddie and Alwin retire to Thornton, they are replaced
by George and Elcine Wood who come to theGrapes after
seven yearsat theRoyal Mortar on Hillgate. Itisalso pleasing
to note that George and Elaine are continuing the Grapes
tradition of serving theirhandpumped beerinto lined over-
size glasses, thereby guaranteeing fullmeasure. Othersplease
note. '

Back atthe Royal Mortar, the new licensees are the daughter
and son-in-law of George and Elaine, namely Jacqueline
andPaul Byrne. Allthree coupleshave our best wishesin their
new ventures.

At the Plough in Heaton Moor, Tetleys Imperial has unforfu-
nately gone, replaced by everybody’sfavourite guest beer,
Marstons Pedigree (a touch of irony there, folks - ed.).
However, Jennings Bitter makes a welcome return after a
fewmonth'sabsence. i

The traditional pre-Christmas Hillgate pub crawl brought
tidings of unsuspected handpumps. Those in the Sun & Castle
and the Golden Lion serving respectively Lees Bitter and
Burtonwood Top Hat, were welcome indeed, but the Pack
Horse raised no goodwill for its “handpump” serving keg
Scrumpy Jack cider. Must we say it again? We don’t mind
whatkegproducts pubs sell, butifthey try to pass them off as
“real” they forfeit all CAMRA recognition.

On Great Portwood Street in Stockport, Vaux signs have
appeared on Byrons. No sign of the brewery’s beer inside
though, where handpumped Tetley and Websters Bitters
remain the order of the day. Nottoo faraway,, thereisbetter
newstoreport as theOld King hasbeen seling Coach House
beers on a guest basis. Innkeepers Special Reserve was
avaiiable before Christmas at the very reasonable price of
£1.10apint.

Justbefore Christmas the burnt-ouf remains of the Arawick
Empire, the keg-only pub that served the old Fort Ardwick
flats wasfinally demolished. Also flaftenedisthe “Manchester
Frog & Firkin” (formerly the Locomotive) in West Gorton.

One of the latest pubs to come on the market is the famous
Peveril of the Peak in the City Centre. The advertin the trade
press described the much loved "Pev’ as “one of the city’s
finest public houses” and indeed it is. The pub is available
leasehold for£125,000,

There has been a change in the beer range at the
Copperfields on Adswood Lane East, Stockport, Out goes
Magnetand Wilsons Mild. In comes Draught Bass, Bass XXXX
Mild, Stones Bitter and Worthington Best Bitter, Maintaining
the pub’svalue-for-money reputation, the latteris onsale for
£1.10 a pint.

Atthe Ladybrook in Bramhall, the Boddies Mild is now keg.

Jolly Crofter

If we were giving an awardforthe mostimproved pubin 1993,
one of the strongest contenders would have to be the Jolly
Crofteron Castle Street, Edgeley.

Local readers will know that for many years this was a
‘difficult’ pub with an unsavoury reputation which seemed
togetthrough adifferentlicensee every 6 months orso. Even
itspurchase by brewers Vaux didn'tseem to stop therot. The
rothoweverhasnow not only beenstopped butputinto fast
reverse by the arrival of Jane and Roy Colton.

Althoughthisis their first pub, Jane and Roy have wasted
no timeinsorting the place out, The brewery putinanew bar
andJane and Roy dug deep into theirown pocketsto give
the rest of the pub a much-needed refurbishment with the
result thatitnow looksbetterthanithasdone foryears. Add
to that adetermined, and successful policy of weeding out
the more, shall we say difficult, of the previous customers,
and the Crofterisnow a pub where you canstay andlinger
rather than quickly pass by.

Just the one cask beer is sold at present in the form of
Vaux Samson. This however has been on very good form
when Opening Times has called. Future plans include the
infroduction of live music and even the resurrection of the
Edgeley Pram Race which should be run from the pub next
August, Taking on a pub like the Jolly Crofter was always
going to be a gamble but Jane and Roy's hard work and
determination look like paying off and we do wish them
every success.
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