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The Price • IS Wrong 
Evidence has emerged to back up what has been obvious to drinkers for a long time now -
brewery price increases are leading to a serious drop in Britain's beer consumption. Market 
researchers Mintel have produced a report which shows that drinkers gave 'money' as the 
main reason for their drinking less. The report suggests that the total beer market could fall by 
another million barrels over the next five years and, with the take-home sector increasing 
rapidly, up to 10,000 pubs could close in the next two years. 

CAMRA's national Campaigns Manager points 
out that the average price of a pint has soared from 
£1.02 last July to£ 1.20 this and puts the brewers firmly 
at the root of the problem. 

"People are drinking less in pubs and probably 
buying take-home instead. If customers are buying a 
can of lager for well under£ 1, the brewers don't lose 
out- it's the poor bloody publican in the front line who 
is going to lose out" he explained. 

Mintel says the brewers must be concerned by the 
statistics. Unfortunately this message doesn't seem to 
have reached the Brewers Society, seen by many as 
little more than a mouthpiece for the national brew­
ers, who suggested that the data seemed to put a lot 
of emphasis on 1990 when beer sales had been fairly 
static for the past five years. 

This attitude, dismissive of their customers, is in 
many ways typical of the big brewers and perhaps it 
is hardly surprising, when it is they who are the major 
culprits in the over-pricing stakes. 

Locally we are lucky to have a variety of inde­
pendent brewers who believe in offering quality beers 
at sensible prices- Robinsons, Hydes, Lees, West Coast 
(bitter 90p in its one tied house) and of course Ho Its, 

who still lead the pack with managed house prices of 
79p for mild and 84p for b itter, all offer better value 
than the national brewers. 

What then can drinkers and publicans alike do 
about all of this? Drinkers should vote with their pockets 
and seek out those pubs which offer locally brewed 
beers at value for money prices - national brewery 
tenants and leaseholders who don ' t already do so 
should put on a sensibly priced, independently-brewed 
guest beer, you should still be able to both maintain 
your profit margins and offer a cheaper pint. 

Only by a determined stand by all consumers can 
this national scandal be brought to a halt. The time for 
action is now. 
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The campaign to prevent Marstons fuming Didsbury's last 
true local, The station, into a managed house continues. 

Letters have been sent to local MP Keith Bradley and 
Trade Secretary Peter Lilley asking for their support. The next 
stage will be to set up a meeting with the brewery to try and 
make them see the strength of feeling against what is 
planned. Their response so far has been trite and unsympa­
thetic with spokesperson Sandy Dennis being either u navail­
able for comment or suggesting that the decision is simply 
a co.mmercial one and not in any way personal. 

Licensee Ann Wigglesworth and her loyal customers de­
serve better than this and we aim to see that they get it. More 
next month. 
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The 
Nursery Inn 

GREEN LANE, HEATON NORRJS, 
STOCKPORT 

* Traditionally Bre-d Hydes's Anvil Ales * Good Home Cookad Food Served Dally 
* We now cater Mon-Frl for families In our 

utatalrs Dining Room which Is also 
available for functions 

* Bowling Parties Catered for - Details on 
request 
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Phil Welcomes You To The 

MILLGATE, STOCKPORT 

Robinsons Traditional Ales 

BITIER, MILD, OLD TOM 
ON DRAUGHT 

Open ALL DAY Fri. I Sat. 

BAR MEALS AVAILABLE 
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WITHINGTON 

Mon.- Sat. 11 - 11 

Handpul/ed Marstons 

Pedigree and Burton 

Best Bitter 
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The Stockport a South Manchester CAMRA Pub of the Month for 
September 1991 Is Ye Olde Woolpack, Brlnksway, Stockport. 

Once a run-down, little-used Greenalls pub. the Woolpack had 
a brief incarnation as a trendy free house called the Hague, 
before it looked as though it would be closed for good. Then, 
though, lt was taken on by Bob and Gill Dlckinson, who proceeded 
to turn it back into a good traditional pub with a range of well-kept 
real ales. Their achievements were recognised when the Woolpack 
was made Pub of the Month In January 1989. 

What, you may wonder, have they done to deserve a second 
award only two and a half years later? The answer Is quite simple 
- they have Introduced Guest Beers! As well as the regular beers, 
each month Bob has a constantly changing selection of ten or 
more guests, including brews from all over the country, many from 
the small new breweries. As soon as one Is sold out, the next Is put 
on. The quality is consistently good, and the prices compare 
favourably with other free houses in the area. it's always worth 
popping In the Woolpack to see what's on today, and an Increas­
ing number of people do. lt serves as an example of enterprise to 
the many national brewery tenants who are now entitled to take 
guest beers, but mostly can ' t be bothered. Little wonder, then, 
that the Woolpack appears in CAMRA's 1992 Good Beer Guide, 
published In October. 

Guest beers apart, the Woolpack has gone from strength to 
strength, developments including the Introduction of real draught 
mild and the expansion of catering, particularly Sunday lunches. 
Despite the lack of parking In the Immediate area, and parking 
problems c aused by the roadworks which currently surround the 
pub (the new Brinsway Bridge works), Bob and Gill have built up a 
strong following of customers from near and far. 

Why not join us for the presentation on Thursday 26 September, 
when an extremely enjoyable night Is In prospect? Get there early 
If you want a seat! 

Klag•s Anns Curry K.o.•d 
Very sadly, the catering concession held by the Cuckoo Chef 
Indian restaurant at the Kings Arms in Chorlton-on-Medlock has 
ceased following an Incident In which the chef was robbed of the 
evenings takings while awaiting his taxi home. ConvenHonal pub 
grub Is now available at the Kings, with hot dishes at lunchtime and 
barmcakes at most reasonable hours in the evening. 

While this latest violent damage to the local pub trade Is much 
to be regretted, it should perhaps be stresses that the pub Itself, 
whether for casual or for regular customers, remains as trouble-free 
as anywhere Is In these turbulant times. 

Cider drinkers should also note that the Kings' now offers one 
traditional elder at a time - the Hartland's was succeeded by 
Thatcher's for much of August (any chance of a perry, Simon?) 
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By Chris Stone and Sue Tittensor 

This month we Introduce a new feature to Opening Times. 
Each month Chrls & SUe will be looking at the thriving pub 
music scene in and around the Stock port & South Manches­
ter area. Some months they will concentrate on just one pub 
and what it has to offer, some months will focus on one 
particular group and sometimes, like this month's introduc­
toryfeature it will be a quick dip into a few pubs on the same 
night to see what's on offer. And what better place to start 
than in and around Stockport Market Place. 

A drizzly midweek evening saw us set off to sample the 
delights of real ale accompanied by real music - not so 
hard to find In the Stockport & South Manchester area, 
blessed as it is by much fine beer and plenty of good local 
live bands. The Market Place is the hub of the Stockport pub 
and music scene with many pubs in and around the market 
offering entertainment some or all nights of the week. 

First stop was the Bulls Head, a Robinsons house with 
frequent live music. Tonight it was Victor Brox, who has 
been on the Manchester music scene longer than many 
would care to remember (and who, legend has it, "toured 
with hendrix". or so we have been told). The 4-piece outfit 
was somewhat disappointing, comprising Victor on elec­
tric piano, tambourine etc with guitar, bass player and 
saxophonist. The S',;arkle and originality which used to be 
present when the 'Blues Train ' played a residency at the 
Black Horse In Old ham was sadly missing, and in the interval 
we departed to see what else the Market Place had to 
offer. 

Across the cobble to the Bakers Vaults, we were sur­
prised to find, Instead of the raucous music expected, a 
solo guitarist, Rambling Pete, who was telling jokes as we 
arrived. Damp and disappointed we decided to opt In­
stead for a quiet drink of Sam Smiths at the Queens Head on 
Underbank. We were delighted to find a two-piece mod­
ern jazz performance in progress. Joe Garry (guitar) -and 
Steve Downs (guitar and bass) were playing melbw con­
temporary jazz to unwind to - perfectly In tune with the 
surroundings of the Queens Head. Both players performed 
expertly, Steve accompanied by a backing track for sev­
eral numbers. Live jazz is a regular feature at the Queens 
Head on Wednesdays and Sundays, and deserves more 
promotion and public support. Certainly this pub seems an 
ideal venue for this type of music. Incidentally, Steve and 
Joe. joined by a saxophonist, appear regularly on Fridays at 
the Bulls Head in Handforth. 

We hope you found this, our first feature, interesting - if 
you know of pubs with a good music scene (and real ale) 
then drop us a line, c/o Opening Times and we will do our 
best to drop In over the coming months. 

Strange Shoot 
Stockport' s Sun & Castle was the scene of a TV commercial 
shoot last month. Oddly though, the beer being promoted 
was not one of the products of pub owners Tetley-Walker, 
but rather one by Bedford brewers Charles Wells(" A Norfolk 
beer" , as one of the film crew described it to Opening 
Times!). 

THE CLASSIC 
CASK 

CONDITIONED 
BITTER 
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with I an Saunders 

Fallowfield and Ladybarn 
A small number of CAM RA stalwarts gathered In the White 
Swan in . the midst of Ladybarn for the start of ~e latest 
Instalment of ·stagger·. For our Stockport members the 
sight of a Robinsons sign brings on a slight yawn, but for 
~ose on the Sou~ Manchester side a refreshing smile is 
more likely. Where we did agree was In ~e fact that this 
was a fine place for a drink, a traditional pub wl~ five 
rooms including a large main room and small vault. A 
function room upstairs, which seNes up folk and Jazz music 
on Wednesdays and Fridays respectively, and a beer 
garden wl~ facilities for kids also go to make ~is a fine 
community local. The handpumped Robinsons beers were 
Best Mild and Best Bitter. The Mild was off and had to be 
returned but ~e bitter was well ~ought of. The backwards 
clock above ~e bar reminded us ~at ~e unspoilt atmos­
phere of this pub makes you feel as if you've gone back in 
time, especially when compared with ~e surrounding 
pubs. lt was wl~ trepidation ~en that we ventured to the 
next port of call. 

A FAMILY TRADITION 
OF ANE BREWING 

passing trade on~. The large main room serves as meeting 
point for ~ose commencing a pub crawl or moving on to 
a city centre night spot. There Is also a spacious vault here 
which attracts a more loyal following. The on~ handpumped 
beer Is Wllsons bitter which yielded some fairly low scores. 
The decor is very similar to other Grand Met pubs, i.e. bland 
and boring. This, ~e fact that the bar person was slow 
seNing us and smoking behind the bar and the sight of the 
poster advertising Karaoke nights made us want to leave 
a.s.a.p. 
Two Whitbread pubs next. The first, ~e Talbot, provided us 
wi~ a very quick stop as it was still keg, but the Brewers Arms 
now sells the real stuff. Since our last stagger ~is open plan 
one -roomed pub has been refurbished In typical Whltbread 
style. When it first recopened, two handpumps had been 
Installed dispensing Boddlngtons bitter and Bentleys York­
shire bitter al~ough the Bantleys was now keg. The Boddies 
was rated poor to average. Most of the clientele were 
riveted to Coronation Street and much as I hate soap 
operas ~is was really one of the most exciting aspects of 
1he pub. still, at least they have real ale. Come on Whltbread, 
what about ~e Talbot? 
Next was the Derby Arms. When this pub was revamped a 
couple of years ago ~ey destroyed a perfectly good local. 
But, what they replaced it wi~h is also quite acceptable. lt 
was also re-signed as a Websters house and the Yorkshire 
brew Introduced. Now only Wilsons bitter is available mak­
ing ~Is ~e reverse of a more familiar situation! This pint of 
Wilsons was much better ~an ~e previous one and the 
spare handpump on the bar gave way to rumours of a 
guest beer. On the down side handpumped KEG scrumpy 
jack Is on sale. Ano~er TV was on show here but the 
atmosphere was more convivial and it was largely Ignored. 
Next on the list was another conversion to real ale, The Old 
House at Home on Braemar Road. A good street corner 
local this, tastefully refurbished and looking remarkab~ 
bigger on the inside than it Is on the outside. A traditional 
layout with lounge and vault with the odd potted plant for 
decoration. lt sells handpumped Greenalls blitter and Stones 
Bitter (Original is no longer available). Unfortunately bo~ 
beers were scored fairly badly, but a nice boozer nonethe­
less. 
Our next port of call was the Friendship on Wllmslow Road. 
During term time many students drink in this area, as there 
is a hall of residence nearby, but this is one of the few pubs 
~at has a healthy mix of students and locals. On this 
occasion it was fairly quiet but ~e horseshoe-shaped bar 
arrangement Is such that it doesn't take too many punters 
to make it look full. As the weather was nice we sat outside 
on ~e benches lqoklng out onto ~e busy main road from 
our raised position. The beers were Hydes bitter and light on 
electric pumps and bo~ were quite passable. 
Across the road is the Sherwood, a Whitbread pub with a 
Pizza Hut attached (emphasising the link between ~e 
two). When the restaurant was added ~e whole place was 
renovated, although the style remained the same, that of 
a large open planned pub attracting students and young 
people. The real ales on offer here (which can be taken into 
the restaurant) are Trophy bitter and Boddingtons bitter 
(both below average) and Marstons Pedigree which wasn't 
on! 
Next was the Queen of Hearts on the corner of Wilmslow 
Road and Wilbraham Road. A huge pub this forming part of 
a hotel and restaurant camp lex housed in what used to be 
a church.ln common wi~ other pubs in ~e area, the decor 
is designed to be "trendy" with a raised area and a bal-

OPENING TIMES SEPTEMBER 1991 



cony. There is also a large beer garden outside which we 
took advantage of. Although technically a free house all 
the beers on offer are from the Allied Breweries stable 
including a new addition in the form of Walkers bitter! 
Unfortunately, it was off and had to be returned, ds did the 
Jennings bitter. The other two beers, Tetley bitter and dark 
mild were both rated average. 
Finally, and with some relief, we reached Robinski's Wallet 
for some decent beer! I never thought I'd be writing that 
comment about the former Sandpiper Hotel as it sold keg 
Greenalls for many years. Under new ownership it is having 
a new lease of life anf:l operates in the way a free house 
should i.e. not taking all its beers from the same brewery. 
The new regime brought with it a total refit and it si now an 
American theme bar which works quite well (if a little over 
the top) but anything 's better than the garish fluorescent 
green of the old pub. The best news is that there is always 
at least one beer from our local West Coast Brewery 
Company in Chorlton-on-Medlock. On this occasion Dob­
bins bitter and Guiltless stout were available and both were 
far superior to anything else drank that night. Other beers 
available were Ruddles bitter and Country and Websters 
bitter. Strangely, no-one tried these. So warm was it that we 
could still sit out. 
And so ended an evening (except those of us who went on 
to the local curry house) of varied pubs and consistently 
poor beer. Only our local independent brewers, Robinsons, 
Hydes and West Coast provided us with a good pint. 
Certainly, it was a hot night, but that's not much of an 
excuse. Still, as always, don 't take our word for it. try the 
pubs yourselves. 

CD WHITE SWAN ® MAULDETH @DERBY ARMS 

£1 ........ 

@ BREWERS ARMS @OLD HOUSE AT HOME @FRIENDSHIP 

® SHERWOOD @QUEEN OF HEARTS @ROBIN SKIS 

Copy Date for October EdltloD · Sept. 1.8 

SACKVILLI S,. 
FE S T (oppaslta ......,., 
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UP TO 20 BEERS 
\!] ~ FROM FAR.& WIDE 
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Once again it's that time of y 
the bouquets (this year to S 
refurbishment oflurners Vaults) 
we bring you the Pub Vandali 

Whilst real ale is curre ntly on 
pubs selling the stuff. the plac 
public houses. are under thre 
low barrelage pubs and unsy 
that remain are more a nd m o 
day. Often it's because the b re 
pubs simply as retail out lets fro 
be obtained, by whatever m 
incompetence ... . 

Despite a strong field , our tw 
head and shoulders below the r 
stakes. Our first award, subtitled 
wholesale urban destruction goe 
their impressive array of road se 
pubs in the East Manchester area.· 
gone to an organisation outsid • 
judges felt that the sheer de term in 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~e~a~indep~~ng~einnerd 
Will the imaginative scheme to re-site the existing Plough pub fall victim to the high cost ? recognition. What they missed in tt 

70 's they seem determined to gel 
..---------~~--.--------~---· ---- --------. On Hyde Road, a widening so 

The Travellers Call is yet another pub whose existence is threatened by a 
road sc heme. Will there be anything left for these cars to travel to? 

Horseshoe and another six are de 
threat is the Plough - proposals to r 
the road could fall vic tim to the ap 
Just to the north ~e inner relief ro 
pubs inc luding the excellent Duke 
has already claimed the Travellel 
much-lamented Railway on Potter 
it up and by the end of this century 
the temperance movement nev 
free c ity. 

lt' s not East Manchester's ye 
goes to a pub not far from those 
Joseph Holt are widely praised for 
prices; clearly something ~ey are 1 
very good at Is conserving some d 
what they have done to the Se vel 
fate of this pub hos been well d 
suffice it to say that the removal o 

In celebration of their Pub Vandalism Awar 
Manchester's planners have a nnounc ed a furttl 
scheme which will threaten yet more of East Ma 
chester's dwindling pub stock. 

As if the destruction being wreaked on t 
area's pubs by road schemes wasn't enough, ne 
Comes of a further threat In the shape of the Eastlan 
sports stadium, planned for the old gasworks s 
opposite Phillps Park as part of Manchester's 
newed Olympic bid. Associated development 
planned to lead to the demolition of four pubs- tt 
Brittania, the Little Bradford, the Moseley and t 
Shakespeare. All are well-liked locals; all but t 
Moseley sell real ale; and the Britannia partlcul 
is one of Manchester's finest pubs, with a cracki 
local atmosphere you would have to go a long w 
to equal. 
lt Is time to call a halt. Change and developm 
are necessary, but should respect the best of w 
already exists. CAM RA will be fighting these de m 
litions all the way - watch this space to find out he 
YOU can help. 
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winners this year really did sink 
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le 'Scorched Earth Award' for 
to Manchester City Council for 
1emes which threaten over 20 
'his is the first time the award has 
the brewing industry but the 

Jtion shown by the council over 
ty's pub stock at last deserved 
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this time round. 
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nove the pub to the new line of 
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Jd threatens another clutch of 
of Edinburgh on Mill Street and 
s Call, the Grey Mare a nd the 
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{OU could have achieved what 
f managed in the last, a pub-

The Duke of Edinburgh - threatened with demolition for another east Mer. road scheme 

hogany and etched glass in favour of a new 
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extension which, for the most part, is barely 
used, makes Holts a worthy winner of our sec­
ond award this year, the "Golden Sledgeham­
mer" for sensitive refurbishment . Again well 
done, after all, who wants tradition when you 
can have an aircraft hangar? 

That's it for 1991 - the search is now on for 
the 1992 winners. Will your local be closed, 
gutted or knocked down in the next 12 months? 
Watch this space in 12 months time when we 
announce the winners of our Pub Vandalism 
Awards for 1992. 

w The Horseshoe - already lost to the insatiable destructive urges of 
Manchester's planners. 
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The Old King 
Great Portwood St. 

-STOCKPORT-
0614806026 

HANDPUMPED REAL ALE 
GOOD FOOD SELECTION 

MON- SAT 12 - 8.00 
SUN 12 - 2.30 pm 

OPEN SATURDAY 11.30 -11pm 
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 

FOR PARTIES AND 
PRIVATE CLUB MEETINGS 

SATELLITE TV 

O'Uf}{_!l{OSCJ'S 

Steve & Dorothy 

MIDWAY 
A ~ Se,te M. rNfJkle u- ._ 

~e~~-
Your Hosts lan & Gwen Parrott 

invite you to join them at 

THE MIDWAY BAR 
Home Cooked Bar Meals 

7 days 12 till 2pm 
THE GOYT RESTAURANT 

From 7pm Saturday Evening-Bookings Advised 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 12 till3pm 

JOHN SMITH'S FINE BEE RS & DIRECTORS BITTER 

ALSO lliE GOYT LOUNGE AVAILABLE FOR 
WEDDING RECEPTIONS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES, 

CONFERENCES ETC. 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE 

11' . 061 480 2068 
263 Newbridge Lane, Stockport 



• ~-------------------------------------------------------------------Pub in the Peak: 
The Highwayman, 

Rainow 
The highest pub In the Peak District, and probably the most 
famous, is the Cat and Fiddle, standing almost 1700 feet 
above sea level on the pass between Macclesfleld and 
Buxton which bears tts name. The situation is spectacular, 
the pub, unfortunately isn 't, to be blunt, it's been "Robin­
sonlsed" and Is pretty bland and boring. 
However, a few miles to the north, and still well above the 
thousand- foot contour, Is a pub that Is everything you 
would expect to do justice to a bleak, windswept Peak 
District setting, and more - the Highwayman at Ralnow, 
near the eastern boundary of Cheshire. Over 300 years old, 
it was called the Blacksmith's Arms until1949, and Is often 
referred to locally ds "The Patch". 
From the outside, If's a sturdy, stone- built pub, attractively 
cream-washed, with wooden shutters for the windows. 
Inside, you realise just how sturdy the construction Is, the 
walls being several feet thick In places to withstand winter's 
Icy blasts. One narrow passage between two rooms Is 
almost like going through a tunnel. 
Inside the main door. you are confronted with two ancient, 
latched wooden doors on either side - whichever one you 
choose, it's much the same, a warren -of small, low-cellin­
ged rooms rambling around the central bar with Its high, 
smooth, copper-topped counter. Genuine old dark oak Is 
much In evidence In beams and panelling, and there are 
a number of ancient settles lnclud:ng a superb example 
with a richly carved back In the far room on the left. 
In winter real fires blaze in the grates, although in summer 
they may be replaced by electric fires to give quick warmth 
during the sudden chills which can strike In such an ex­
posed location. There's only one real ale available, but it's 
one of the best, Thwaltes bitter on handpump, and the 
Highwayman has appeared regularly In CAMRA's national 
Good Beer Guide. A wide range of food is available 
lunchtimes and evenings, mostly standard pubfare, but 
good and reasonably priced nonetheless. Children are 
admitted at lunchtimes, to one of the back rooms. 
The effect Is completed by the magnificent view from the 
front of the pub across rolling hills gradually falling away to 
the Cheshire Plain and the distant Manchester conurba-

HAZEL Gf..OVE:.. 

A6 

A6 

N 

t 
tlon. All in all, an unforgettable pub,one of the two or three 
most atmospheric in Cheshire, and one where you would 
scarcely believe you 're only 16 miles from the centre of 
Stockport. Peter Edwarclson 

Tbe Moss Rose 
Heaton Norris 

Recently, we expressed some concern over the Immediate 
future ofthe Moss Rose In Heaton Norrls following the sudden 
departure of the previous manager. 

However, all appears to have gone well in the pub over 
the past few months In the hands of experienced relief li­
censees Alan and Elleen Gough, who have worked In the 
past at local pubs such as the Vine at Dun ham Massey and 
the Railway In Gorton. The good local atmosphere has 
been maintained, and the Hydes Light and Bitter have 
been In excellent condition on several visits. Delays In 

· appointing a permanent manager mean that Alan and 
Elleen may be there for some time yet, but whenever their 
next posting takes them away we wish them well. 

WEST COAST 
BREWING 

COMPANY LTD. 
• Dobblns Dark Mild & 

North Country Best Bitter 
North Country ESB & 

Yakima Grande Ale & Porter 
Dobbins Guiltless Stout 

• 

Je ®llie 
~nnlpatk 

~alters ~a:ults 
MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT 

Robinson's 

Regularly available in selected 
Freehouses and 
The Kings Arms, 

4a Helmshore Walk, 

Chorlton-on-Medlock M13 9TH 

Phone for Wholesale/Retail Prices 

Tel. 061-273 1053 
Telex: 667975 PET ROW G 

70 Brinksway, 
!I' 061 - 429 6621 

FREE HOUSE 
Marstons Pedigree - Theakston Best Bitter 

Tetley Bitter- Weekly Guest Beers 
GOOD HOME-MADE FOOD 

Served 6 Lunchtimes a week 
from a wide ranging menu PLUS * 3- Course Sunday Lunch * 

choose from: 
Soup - pate - prawn cocktail 

Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding 
Roast Olicken & Stuffing 

(all served with a selection offreslr vegetables) 
plus a clwice of sweets 

£4.75 
Proprietors: Robert & Gllllan Dlcklnson 

Fine Ales 

superb cuisine 
including traditional 
~unday Lunch 

LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS 

• 

BOOGIE CLUB 

I SUNDAY NIGHT 
:J 

~ TEL: 480 3182 
J • 
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BURTON BORN BURTON BREWED 

BURTONALE 



Tel 061 480 5713 

The Stanley Anns 
40 New bridge Lane, 
Stockport SKl 2NA 

UPT09 
GUEST 
BEERS 
EVERY 
WEEK 

The Right Beer 
at the 

Right Price 

Live Entertainment 
every Weekend 

t-~ ... 4-~ 
l(endlegate Wine Cellars Ltd. 
164 North gate Road, Edgt>ll'y . T l'l: ..J-;"7 3tJ3'l 

. g g 
Cask beers to order, glass hire, delivery service. 

Timmermans, Leifrnans, Orval, Chimay, Duvel, Hooegarden, 
Rodenbach, Kwak, Weslmalle, St Sixtus, Pinkus and more. 

Worthington White Shield, Imp. Russian Stout, Taddy Porter. 
Westons Scrumpy & V"mtage Ciders. 

Wide Selection of Wines £2 • £20 
Parties & Functions supplied. 

Note: We operate under the Wholesale Licensing Regulations 
therefore minimum purchase is 24 bottles beer or 
12 bottles wine/spirits, which can all be different. 

· Open: 8am • 5.30 pm Mon • Fri, 11 • 3pm Sat 
CLOSED SUN. AND BANK HOLIDAY WEEKENDS 

Telephone orders accepted on a COD basis 

HIGH LANE, BUXTON ROAD, STOCKPORT 
Telephone: 061-483 2602 

* BREAKFASTS 
:lie LUNCHEONS 

* DINNERS * FUNCTIONS * Residential • LIVE MUSIC 

* SATELLITE T.V. 

Your hosts Janet & Peter Blissett 

1IJ()rt()fl l(•~ctr()fllt ~~tCJII 

VHS 
E180 
E240 
BETA 
L750 
VIDE02000 
VCC240 
VCC480 

VIDEO TAPE 
WAS NOW 

£2.50 
£5.00 

£4.75 

A~ £8,50 
~ £11.50 

OTHER VIDEO ACCESSORIES 

4EWAN St 

GORTON 

M18 SWS 

VIDEO COPY KITS • UNIVERSAL VHS/BET A 
10 PIECE KIT FOR LATER VIDEOS VL5 £11 .75 
VHS-C CASSETTE ADAPTOR £31 .25 
CAMCORDER LEAD KIT (11 PCS) £12.90 

CAMCORDER BATIERY NSS-VSGU (ORDER CODE 22000) £38.85 
CAMCORDER BATIERY NSS-S77H (ORDER CODE 22001) £29.83 

folanufacturers Spares Available · Television & Video Requirements· Full range 
of Remote Controls· Comprehensive Catalogue £2 each (inc p&p) 

The front page story In September 1986 told all about Ruddles 
being taken over by Grand Met, but it was the earlier part of the 
story that made such sad reading. In the mid-70's Ruddles were 
thriving, and In addition to their quite small, fairly localised tied 
estate, their beers were on sale almost country-wide In the free 
trade. Ruddles County In particular, was a highly respected pre­
mium beer, and much sought after. 

lt was about this time that Tony Ruddle made some very com­
plimentary remarks about CAMRA saying it was their efforts In 
reviving interest in cask beers that were primarily responsible .for 
Ruddles thriving position. But then they made a fatal mistake -they 
sold their pubs to concentrate on the free trade, just when the free 
trade was becoming more tied up by loans from the big brewers. 

So, with no pubs to fail back on and see them through a 
difficult period, an agreement was made with Grand Met to sell 
Ruddles County In Watneys pubs. 

This arrangement was responsible for County losing its fine 
reputation -it has become much more readily available, but was 
often Ill-kept, and even 5 years ago it was selling for £1 .30 a pint 
in Watneys pubs In and around London. Ruddles had never been 
widely available in Greater Manchester, just appearing from time 
to time In a handful of local free houses; but coming up to date, 
it is now more available In the local Webster /Wilsons houses, 
where you can expect to pay about £1.50 for a pint of County ­
and there's still a feeling that you may be taking a chance on the 
quality. 

The "Holiday AleH series covered the City of York- Tetley pubs 
seemed to be well represented, with a couple of Heritage Inns 
and a Brewpub. There was a comment suggesting a visit to the 
Castle Museum during the ·dry hoursH - it would be interesting to 
know if the Museum takings went down when flexible licensing 
hours were introduced. 

Alterations were announced at the Old Garratt on Princess 
Street, Manchester. At that time it was a run of the mill Bedding­
tons town pub, but some "City GentsR may remember the previ­
ous reconstruction - it was carried out entirely under plastic 
sheeting and scaffolding, and the building was literally demol­
Ished and rebuilt, whilst always remaining open - a complete 
rebuild, but you could always get a pint (during licensing hours of 
course)- it was a bit like the Windmill - "We never c losedH. 

lt was reported that the Oldham cask bitter had gone from the 
Ladybrook in Bramhail - it had been there for two years (they now 
sell Calns bitter - it will be interesting to see how long it lasts). 

Free House News 
The beers from the new Warrington­
based Coach House Brewery are 
starting to appear in the local free 
trade, at a price. The Marble Arch in 
Manchester was selling Coachmans 
Bitter (OG 1038) at £1.35 a pint. At 
least one local free house has 
declined to take the beers because 
of 1he price being charged for them. 
No sign of them yet In any local 
Greenalls pubs although they have 
undertaken to put the new beers In 
about 60 of their houses. 

Popular Stockport free house 
the Woolpack has insHtuted 
a guest mild policy, replac· 
lng the Matthew Brown mild, 
to complement the guest bit­
ters. Over at the Stanley Arms 
the weekly guest milds con­
Hnue to go well with recent 
appearances by a brand 
new mild from the Burton 
Bridge Brewery and some 
particularly fine Hoskins and 
Oldfield Best Mild Ale. 
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~ CA~I\RA CJ.\lll i'l G ! 
September sees a full social calendar as we move Into the 
autumn. On Saturday 7th there is a new members trip to the 
Kelham Island Brewery in Sheffield. The minibus will leave 
the Crown, Heaton Lane, Stockport at 10.30am and there 
will be a buffet lunch at the brewery, which is based iin the 
Fot Cat freehouse. Tracey has full details. 

On Monday 9th there is a social at the Waggon and 
Horses, Hyde Road, Gorton. As with all Monday Social, this 
starts at 9.00pm. The branch meeting is the same week, on 
Thursday 12th and will be at the Gateway, East Didsbury. 

The meeting starts at 8.00pm. That weekend (14th/ 15th) 
sees our annual stall at the Castlefleld Carnival, where this 
year we will also be publicising the forthcoming Openshaw 
Octoberfest. If you can spare a couple of hours to help on 
either day then Jim Flynn would be delighted to hear from 
you (his number Is 432 1816). 

The social on Monday 16th is at the Nursery, Green 
Lane, Heaton Norris and on the Friday of that week (2oth) 
it's Stagger time again which this month is a minibus tour 
round some of the better pubs in East Manchester. The 
minibus will depart from the Royal Oak, Didsbury at 7.15 
and the Crown, Heaton Lane, Stockport at 7.30. Call 
Tracey to book a place. 

Monday 23rd sees a social at the Hare and Hounds, 
Abbey Hey Lane, Openshaw and of course on Thursday 
26th it's Pub of the Month at Ye Old Woolpack, Stockport 
(see feature on page 2). The social on Monday 3oth is a 
little different - a minibus trip to Droylsden calling at the 
Halfway House and the Kings Head (both Halts). Pick ups 
are at the Royal Oak, Dldsbury at 7.45 and at the Crown, 
Heaton Lane at 8.00. 

Lastly, two events in early October for your diaries- on 
Friday 4th we are making a presentation to the former 
licensee at the Davenport Arms In Woodford . The minibus 
will leave the Royal Oak at 7.30 and the Crown at 7.45. The 
following night we are presenting Brendan Dobbin with an 
award for his success In the Champion Beer of Britain 
contest at the 1990 Great British Beer Festival. This will be at 
the Kings Arms, Helmshore Walk from 8.00pm onwards. 
For details, phone Tracey Clarke on 456 6354 (evenings). 

Heard at the Railway, Openshaw: 

BARMAID: 01, this isn't a 50p piece; it's Jamaican or something! 

CUSTOMER: OK, give us a rum. 

FG's Bar In the Dominion Hotel on Princess Street In the City 
Centre is selling handpumped lnd Coope Burton Ale at the 
nowadays not exorbitant rate, for such an establishment, of 
£1.25 a pint - the place must get some sort of record for 
having publicised details of this year's Christmas menus as 
early as July! 

Two Bass pubs in East Manchester have put in handpumps 
- the Crossroads at the corner of Ashton New Road and 
Grey Mare Lane in Bradford has 4X Mild; the Birch Arms on 
Gorton Lane in Gorton has Draught Bass and Boddingtons 
Bitter. 

Two closures this month - the Star and Garter in the City 
Centre Is up for sale, while the Smithfield (formerly the 
Locomotive) in Openshaw is closed until further notice 
owing to financial difficulties. 

The Millstone in the City Centre no longer sells real 
Wilsons Mild but in its new leasehold state does have the 
added attraction of handpumped Banks's Bitter; the Little 
Bradford in Bradford no longer sells Tetley Mild while the 
Steelworks Tavern in Gorton has dropped its Chesters real 
ales in favour of handpumped Boddingtons Bitter. 

Finally one or two changes of licensee to report starting 
with a belated greeting to Julle and lan who have been 
running Banks's Gorton Arms since March. Previously suffer­
ing from a succession of short-term managers, the pub had 
declined almost to the status of a joke but, faced with this 
major challenge, Julie and lan have improved the pub, its 
atmosphere and its beer to the extent that the place can 
once again be taken seriously as one of Gorton's better 
pubs. 

At the Crescent in Beswick we welcome new licensees 
Kevln and Linda Boyle, formerly of Lees' Dog & Partridge In 
Ashton-under-Lyne. First impressions are that they are main­
taining and indeed improving the pub's high standards, 
with an impressive increase reported in mild sales. 

Lastly at Halt's Railway on Manshaw Road, Openshaw, 
we welcome new licensees John and Jackie Angove. 

by Rhys Jones 

Tom & BeHy Burke 
welcome you to 

OPENING TIMES is published by 
Stockport & South Manchester CAM RA 
• The Campaign for Real Ale. The views 
expressed are not necessarily those of 
the campaign either locally or 
nationally. Editor: John Clarke, 45 
Bulkeley Stree~ Edgeley, Stockport 
SK3 9HD. ~ 4n 1973 (home) 831 7222 x 
3411 (wk). News, articles and letters 
welcome. All items © CAMRA: may be 
reproduced if source acknowledged. 
Design and Origination by 

WILMSLOW ROAD, DIDSBURY 

Heatonian Publishing. 

Contributors to this edition: 
John Clarke, Paul Hutchings, George 
Symes, lan Saunders, Rhys Jones, Phil 
Levison, Chris Stone, Sue Tittensor, 
Peter Edwardson 

-TRY THE HOUSE SPECIALITY -

Marstons No.3 
Special 

Dark Mild 

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA 

LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE 

Robinson's Fine Ales 
Good 

Home-Cooked Lunches 

'0' 483 4021 



There's still time to book a team place in the 
forthcoming CAMRAsponsored Manchester 
Darts Tournament, taking place at the 
Openshaw Beer Festival. Intended to be an 
enjoyable change from the usual pub-league 
games, there will be a separate tournament 
at each of the three sessions of the festival. 
To pre-book, write to lan Sounders, 20 FaJtands 
Drive, East Didsbury, Maqnchester M20 OGB 
enclosing a cheque for £5 per team of four. 
Pre-booked teams have guaranteed entry 
to the festival, with no queueing! 

The festival offers more than 20 real 
ales and a range of traditional cider and 
perry, with soft drinks availasble for drivers, 
other pub games, and food at all sessions. 
Openshaw College, Fri 25 Oct, 6 - 11 pm, Sat 
26 Oct. 11.30-4pm & 6 - 11 pm 

Holts to Extend The Griffin Work Is soon to start on an extension 
to The Griffin, Heaton Mersey 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~o~b~ruear~asN~embeQ. 

With the tragic fate of the Seven 
Stars (see p6) in mind, CAM RA will 
be keeping a close eye on what 
appears to be a fairly Innocuous 
development. lt would be an 
enormous tragedy If the extension 
were to damage the character of 
this fine muiH-room beer house. 

·---------~------------------------------~ 1 APPLICATION FOR CAMRA MEMBERSHIP 1 
I 1/ We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of I 
I the Campaign. I 
I NAME(S) . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . ..... . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ...... . . . ..... ... .... , . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . .. . .. . DATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . I 

I 
ADDRESS 

I 
. . . ... . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . POSTCODE . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

SIGNATURE TELEPHONE NUMBER(Sl I 
1/ We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for one year: U.K. £10 D Joint membership £12 0 I-

1/We would like to receive further information about CAMRA D 
Knowledge of the average age of our members would be helpful. The information need only be given if you wish . 

AGE: 18-25 D 26-35 D 36-45 D 46-55 D 56-65 D Over 65 0 
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited) with this application form to: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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