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MERGER 
MANIA 

AS THE ink dries on the agreement between 
GrandMet and Fosters for their pubs-for­

breweries swap, rumours abound of yet another 
tie-up between . two brewery giants, Whitbread 
and Allied Breweries, who trade locally as 
Tetley-Walker. 

First the GrandMet-Fosters tie up. The two 
companies, who trade locally as Webster/Wilsons 
and John Smiths respectively have reached an 
agreement whereby Fosters will control 20% 
of the UK brewing industry and will quit running 
pubs. Grand Metropolitan will become the UK' s 
biggest pub operator. 

A pub owning company, jointly owned by both 
companies . has been set up. The company, Inntre­
preneur Estates, will own 8450 pubs. This com­
prises all 4910 former Foster's pubs and 3540 
of GrandMet's outlets. Foster's has sucured 
a deal to supply the Inntrepreneur estate for 
7 years. GrandMet' s remaining 990 pubs (mainly 
managed houses trading under the Chef & Brewer 
label) and a further 550 pubs leased from Inn­
trepreneur Estates, will be tied for 4 years. 

The Office of Fair Trading has imposed some 
conditions, however. Of the 8450 pubs that 
will initially come under the Inntrepreneur 
banner, 1100 will be sold. A further 24 70 pubs 
must be leased from the tie before November 
1992. A restriction on the number of pubs in 
each licensing district has also been agreed. 
By November 1992 only 25% can be tied to Fosters 
and this reduces to 20% once the 4-year supply 
deal with GrandMet has expired. This could 
mean some 'big changes locally, particularly 
in Stockport Metro where · something like 55 
out of 230 pubs will {riiiially be tied (that's 
about 24%). 

Meanwhile Allied and Whitbread are hotly denying 
press reports of so-called 'Operat.lon Pacific' 
which would see Whitbread take over some of 
Allied's brewing interests. Such a tie-up could 
give rise to a conglomerate with over 25% of 
the national beer market and it is therefore 
doubtful that the Monopolies Commission would 
allow such a deal . to go through without stringent 
conditions attached. 

THE TH 
STOCKP8RT 
--

0 NE OF the first things to sell out at Stockport 
Beer Festival are the T-shirts. Luckily, you 

can beat the rush as they are ava1lable NOW! 
Emblazoned with the festival logo (above), they 
are available in Nqvy, Green, Yellow, Sky-Blue 
and Red. The price is E4•25 (inc p&p) and your 
order should be sent to Jim Flynn, 66 Downham Rd, I 
Heaton 'Chapel, Stockport. Sizes are medium, large • 
and extra large (red available in large only). 
Please make cheques payable to StockportBeer 
Festival. 

ICE .. MAKERS 
I 

from 

£435 
ALL BRITISH MAKE 

Glass Washers, Chillers & Catering ~quipment 
also 

THE NEWEST KARAOKE MACHINES 
Hire or Lease/Purchase 

Contact Ann O'Brien 
B.W. CATERING 

061-973 1547 or 976 3600 
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Phil Welcomes You To The 

rl~rl~ 
MILLGATE ,STOCKPORT 

Robinsons Traditional Ales 
BITTER. MILD. OLD TOM 

ON DRAUGHT 

Open All Day Fri./ Sat. 
BAR MEALS AVAILABLE 

WEST-COAST 
BREWING 

COMPANY LTD. 

•• 
Dobbins Dark Mild 8 

North County Best Bitter 
North County ESB 8 Yakima 

Grande Pale Ale 
Dobbins Guiltless Stout 

• 
Regularly available in selected Freehouses 
and the Kings Arms, 4a Helmshore Walk 

Chorlton-on-Medlock M 13 9TH 
Phone for Wholesale/Retail Prices 

Tel. 061-273 1063 
Telex: 667975 PET ROW G 

Kendlegate Wine Cellars Ltd. 
164 Northgate Ad, Edgeley. Tel: 477 3939 

Wide range of Belgian & Continental Beers. 
Cask beers to order, glass hire, delivery service. 

Timmermans. '~ifmans, Orval, Chimay, Duvel, 
Hooegarden, •. odenbach, Kwak, Westmalle, 

St. Sixtus, Pinkus, and more. 
Worthington White Shield, Imperial Russian Stout. 

Westons Scrumpy & Vintage Ciders. 
Wide Selection of Wines £2 - £20 

Parties & Functions supplied. 
Note: We operate under the Wholesale Licencing Act, 

therefore minimum purchase is 24 bottles beer or 12 bottles 
wine /spirits, which can all be different. 

Open: Barn - 5.30pm Mon - Fri, 11 - 3 Sat, 12 - 3 Sun 
Telephone orders accepted on a COD basis 

APRIL 
7 14 21 28 .. 

1 8 15 22 29 ... 
2 9 16 23 30 . . : 

3 10 17~ . . . . . 
4 11 18 25 ... . . 
5 12 19 ... .. . 

PUB OF 
!BIMOB!B 

s 13 20 27 . . . .. . 

T HE Stockport and South Manchester 
Pub of the Month award for APril 

has been won by the Griffin, Heald Green. 

CAMRA 
1991 

Situated on the corner of Finney Lane and 
Wilmslow Road, the Griffin outwardly gives 
the appearance of being just another estate­
type pub, built in the. 1960's. However appear­
ances can be deceptive and certainly are 
in this case for inside is a comfortable and 
thriving local of a type that is becoming 
all too rare these days. 

There are three separate rooms a lively 
vault, comfortable lounge and quieter snug, 
all with their own atmosphere. All of this 
is in the capable hands of landlady Diane 
Elkington who has been running the pub for 
several years now. The beer is Joseph Hol ts 
Mild and Bitter, with all that that means 
for quality and value • 

Made in recognition of Diane' s hard work in 
maintaining this excellent local and its beer 
in fine condition, the award is well deserved 
and, some may say, long overdue. The present­
ation will be made on Thursday, 25th April 
when a good turnout from both CAMRA and locals 
is expected for what should be a great night 
out. 

The pub is a short walk from Heald Green Stat­
ion and is also on the 128 bus route from 
Manchester. From Stockport buses 310, 366, 
368 and 369 are the best bets. 



RED HERRING 
FOXES NEWSHOUNDS 

S OME of our readers may have heard of a spoof motion 
proposed by the Norwich branch for CAMRA's AGM. 

It referred to the incredible idea of boycotting pubs 
with huntin', shoot in' and fishin' names, or even beers 
served from handpumps with hunting scenes. This was, 
of course, a joke, although maybe not as funny or obvious 
~s it might have been. 

However, in best April Fool tradition, some of the press 
fell for it and published it as if it were true. 

It is not true, and never was. CAMRA has no views on 
bloodsports, except for pursuing the Big Bad Wolves 
of the brewing industry. We hope no-one was misled by 
this silly story, and we pass on the apologies of the 
press barons for their gullibility. 

COACH lATEST 
WE reported in February on the scheme commissioned 

by CAMRA for the redevelopment of the · London Road area 
of Manchester at the bottom of Piccadilly Station app­
roach which would incorporate a restored Coach & Horses, 
the historic pub currently threatened by demolition. 

We hoped that the scheme could be sold to the Central 
Manchester Development Corporation, who are responsible 
for the area, and it is pleasing to report that their 
response has so far been cautiously favourable. They 
comment in a letter that our report contained several 
"thought provoking ideas" and add that they would study 
it in depth before responding in full. As part of the 
continuing consultation process, a meeting has been 
arranged for 15th of this month between the Corporation 
and our architect, together with CAMRA. If possible, 
we'll let you have a report on this next time. 

ONTHEUPSUP 
T HE Budget certainly knocked drinkers for six, with 

combined effects of the duty increase and the VAT 
hike. The attitude of local brewers Robinsons is there­
fore to be applauded. They have announced that they 
hope to keep the retail price increases due to the new 
duty and VAT rates to only 4p on Bitter and Best Mild, 
Sp on Best Bitter and Bp on Old Tom. This apart, other 
brewers seem to be slapping on price increases like 
there was no tomorrow, Boddingtons for example, once 
one of the cheap beers in the country is now well past 
the £1 mark. Indeed, apart from the odd sprinkling of 
Hol ts pubs it will soon be well nigh impossible to get 
a pint for less than a pound in virtually any part of 
the Stockport & South Manchester branch ~rea. 

If you know of any pubs selling a particularly good­
value pint, please let us know as we will be happy to 
print details. The address for letters is on the back 
page. 
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"I can't help not1dng how the talk of revolut1on •rul 
the red1strfbutjon wealth ends •t the 

mend on 

1Salter~ Yault~ 
MARKET_ P~!\9~, STOCKPORT 

FINE ROBINSONS ALES 

superb cuisine 
includin8 traditiona 

8unday Lunch 
LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS 

BOOGIE CLUB 

SUNDAY NIGHT 

TEL. 480 3182 

·\!CUe <!&lb J!ing · 
Great Portwood St. 

- STOCKPORT-
061 480 6026 

HANDPUMPED REAL ALE 

GOOD FOOD SELECTION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 12.00-2.30 

ALSO MON-FRI5.30-9.00 

FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FOR PARTIES AND PRIVATE 

CLUB MEETINGS 
SATELLITE TV 

YOUR HOSTS 

-Steve & Dorothy 
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m:ue l\eb 1Lion 
WITHINGTON 

Mon.- Fri 11.-1/ 

Handpulled Marstons 

Pedigree and Burton 
Best Bitter 

*LUNCH 7 DAYS A WEEK* 

*EVE. MEALS MON.-FRI. 5.30-8.00* 

lll<ill LANE, IHlXTON noAI>, STOCKPORI' 
Telephone: 00 l-48a 20.02 

• • • • 

BI~EAKFASTS 

UJNCIII~UNS 
I >INNEI~S 
FUNCTIONS 

e l~csidcnUal ·LIVE r-.1USIC 
e SATELLITET.\'. 

)"ourlwstB: chmcl. <li. l'ctcr IJ/issctt M.IJ. /. /. 

WILMSLOW ROAD, DIDSBURY 

-TRY THE HOUSE SPECIALITY-

Marstons No.3 
Special 

Dark Mild 

From Peter Edwardson: 

I am sorry that both Alan Preston and Jim 
Flynn chose to interpret my letter complaining 
about the exorbitant prices in the Hind's 
Head as a personal attack. It was certainly 
not intended as anything of the kind, merely 
as a robust criticism of certain policies 
of the establishment, which is something quite 
different. 

I do not doubt for a minute that those policies 
are largely the responsibility of Whitbread 
rather than Mr Preston. It would not surprise 
me to be told that fear of pressure from Whit­
bread had deterred Mr Preston from ;installing 
a genuine guest beer rather than the fake 
Whitbread variety. 

It is significant that neither Mr Preston 
nor Mr Flynn makes any attempt to justify 
the price of £1• 28 a pint for Strong Country 
Bitter. Indeed, as this was over four months 
ago, before a general round of price increases, 
the equivalent today would be more like £1•40. 
This is an outrageous and totally indefensible 
price for a pint of ordinary strength bitter 
from one of the national brewers, and I believe 
"Opening Times" should pull no punches in 
exposing such excesses. 

Of course, if any readers are happy to pay 
s uch prices, and feel they are fair and reason­
able, then I am sure the Editor will be more 
than willing to print their letters. 

(All letters are welcare - eel) 

From J.Mullen: 

With reference to 'Heard at the Bar' , if this 
nameless employee, or your goodself would 
like to call at the Seven Stars around 9.30pm 
on a Sunday evening, it would be quite clear 
why these premises have been extended. 

In the next issue of Opening Times, I would 
like to see a retraction of this silly state­
ment, also an apology to the licensees. 

(Editor's note - it is a rroot point, I think, as to whether 
a full house on Sunday nights justifies the rerroval of 

all internal features of any architectural merit frcm 
this pub. l 

.T THE BAR*HEARD AT THE BAR*HEARD AT. 
THE BAR*HEARD AT THE BAR*HEARD AT T 
HE BAR*HEARD AT THE BAR*HEARD AT TH 

"We can't understand why the Seven Stars 
has been mad the size it has" - Holts 
employee on the Seven Stars, Ashton Old 
Road. 

Last rronth 1 s 1 Heard at the Bar 1 



KINGS NEWS 
YOU no longer have to go to Chinatown to 

drink Yellow Mountain Beer, for in response 
to numerous requests, West Coast Brewery's 
bottled 4•5% ABV Chinese-style pilsner is now 
available at the Kings Arms, Chorlton-on-Medlock 
in whose cellars it is brewed. The imported 
Chinese hops give the beer a notably clean 
tasting character and at £1 for a 330ml bottle 
(significantly more than half a pint), it makes 
an interesting change from the ales and stouts 
for which the pub is perhaps more famous. 

And there's been a change front of house at 
the Kings Arms with the arrival as tenant of 
Simon Finch, late of the Beer House in the 
City Centre, which after lengthy negotiations 
has finally been bought by local freehouse 
proprietor Graham Rawlinson. We wait with 
interest to see how the Kings evolves under 
Simon' s direction, but the combination of one 
of Britain's leading small-scale brewers and 
one of Manchester's leading specialist licensees 
certainly ought to be a winner. 

E. MANCHESTER BEEREX 
AS we write, plans are being made for the 

first ever beer festival in East Manchester. 
Arrangements still have to be finalised, but 
we expect the festival will be held at Openshaw 
College over the last weekend in October. We 
would hope to have around 25 traditional beers 
for you to try, along with real cider. We also 
expect to be able to provide music and food. 
The festival would be held over the Friday 
evening, Saturday lunchtime and Saturday evening 
sessions. 

We're sticking our necks out a bit, holding 
a festival on a new site like this, so we expect 
lots of support from you, the local drinkers. 
Those of you who have joined CAMRA, or are 
willing to join, could even help with the 
running of the festival itself. We will be 
happy to talk about our plans, and listen to 
your ideas at any ~f our branch do's. One idea 
we've already been given is to encourage pub 
social clubs and the like to arrange coaches 
to the venue. 

Keep looking for further announcements. Ideas 
and questions to George Symes on 429 6662. 

CAMRA ·THE PUBGOERS' CHAMPION 

W .JOIN NOW! 
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE 

~ 

a "' % -... z .... ... ~ TRADITIONA l 
~ .... 

( ASK ... r 
% CD 

ST UNGEW.t. n IIEWU • 

THE CLASSIC 
CASK 

CONDITIONED 
BITTER 

5 



6 

BY: ROGER MAYHEW 

O N A wet 
set out 

of Clayton 

Friday night, 
from Stockport 

eleven hardy souls 
to sample the pubs 

Ou r minibus snaked its way around the suburbs 
of Manchester until we arrived at Ashton New 
Road . One more right turn and we were outside 
our first port of call, the Strawberry Duck 
on Crabtree Lane. This canalside pub has rec­
e ntly been e nlarged and the general opinion 
wa s that the alterations had improved the layout 
of the pub, which now boasts a separate vault 
togethe r wi th a plushly furnished lounge. Eight 
handpumps dispe nsed the regular beers (Halts 
Mi l.d & Bitte r, · Boddingtons Bitter) and two 
gues t s , Gree ne King IPA and Adnams Broadside. 
As one wouldexpect with a Good Beer Guide listed 
pub , the beer was highly rated, with the Adnams 
Broads ide j udged best of the lot. 

walk through a maze of narrow streets, turning 
left, then right and eventually arriving at 
the Folkestone Hotel, a large pub on Folkestone 
Road. Inside there are basically two rooms 
with a central bar above which is a rather 
tacky coloured glass Boddingtons sign. The 
mild is now keg so we sample the Boddingtons 
Bitter which is certainly pleasant enough. 
It's still early evening and the pub is almost 
deserted but hopefully trade will pick up 
later. A sign by the disco lights tells us 
that the pub is under new management. 

Leaving, our navigator appears unsure of the 
route (ie lost) but after taking directions 
we proceed down a narrow alley and are soon 
back on the right track. However, disappoint­
ment is a notice on the door of the New Inn 
saying "closed until further notice". Undet­
erred, we cross into North Road and the Clayton 
Arms. However the barman advises us that the 
cask Tetley Bitter has temporarily run out. 
Is this down to heavy demand or poor stock 
control? We all troop out feeling, by now, 
far wetter outside than in. 

However, an oasis is close at hand in the 
form of the Grove on Ash ton New Road. The 
pub has two rooms, vault and lounge 1 and we 
enter the vault for a welcoming pint of Halts. 

In view of the excellent beer and the rain 
Both the mild and the bitter are in excellent 

outside , we l e ave r e luctantly. The minibus 
condition and we have a chance to dry off 

is du e to collect us at the final pub so we 
--------------------------------------------------------~ while we sup. A unique feature of this pub 

A FAMILY TRADITION 
OF FINE BREWING 

is a war memorial plaque on the vault wall, 
remembering those locals who died in the 1914-
18 war. I wonder how much Hol ts Bitter was 
in 1914. Any offers? 

A pleasant time spent, we are off again on 
our travels, but not too far. The Church stands 
on the corner of Clayton Lane and Croft Street. 
The interior seems oddly laid out with pool 
and darts rooms off the main area. The pub 
serves Bass Light and Stones Bitter at reason­
able prices; opinions on the beer depend 
on personal taste with comments ranging from 
poor to excellent (I enjoyed mine- ed.). 

Our next stop is just across the road on 
Clayton Lane itself. The Bridge is a typical 
small local with lounge and vault connected 
by a door at ·the end of the bar. The vault 
is traditional with darts and no frills, the 
lounge is comfortable with an unusual glass 
roof extension (rather hot in summer?). Unfort­
unately, the only cask beer available is 
Chesters Bitter which receives less than 
favourable comments and is a little more 
expensi ve than shown on the price list, which 
appears lost in a time warp. 

We double back along Croft Street to the 
Victoria, a pub now run by Control Securities. 
It's a small, tidy pub with a horseshoe-$haped 
bar around ~eh are seated a handful of custom­
ers. The cask beer is Tetl ey Bitter which is OK 
- our only complaint is the juke box which is 



very loud. 

Proceeding along Ashton New Road, our next 
watering hole is the Sir Humphrey Chetham, 
a large pub full of boisterous people enjoying 
a Friday night drink. The pub has a vault along 
the front, mainly for pool, and a large lounge 
which is notable for the mosaic floor in the 
entrance. We try Chesters Mild and Whitbread 
Trophy, both of which are in fair condition. 
Chesters Bitter is also available but has 
no takers. We cross the road to the Derby Arms, 
which again is very busy in both rooms with 
apparently a slightly older clientele than the 
previous pub. Service is quick and the Bodding­
tons Bitter good. 

Our penultimate stop involves a short walk 
(or should that be paddle, as the rain still 
lashes down) and, half-drowned~ we arrive at 
the Little Bradford, a split level free house 
with a rear games room and which still manages 
to retain a local atmosphere, with pictures 
commemorating the Bradford Pit which closed 
in the 1960's. The bar also has an impressive 
collection of darts trophies. The beer range 
is Tetley Dark Mild, Chesters Mild and Bitter 
and Boddingtons Bitter. All the beers tasted 
are in good condition. 

Our final destination is the Britannia on 
Rowsley Street, Beswick, a two-roomed pub with 
a central bar. Since being taken over by 
JW Lees, the pub has flourished and certainly 
has a local feel with several crib schools 
in full swing. The beers, both mild and bitter, 
are the best of the night and as we climb aboard 
our minibus for the return home we are reminded 
of that old saying "the best things in life 
are worth waiting for". 

Our trip has taken us to 
selling a variety of cask 
fashionable area but there 

a variety of pubs 
ales. It's not a 

are many pubs here 
well worth a visit. Please also remember that 
this is an account of what our party found 
on one particular night and should not be taken 
as a once and for all judgement of the pubs 
or their beers the answer, as ever, is to 
pay them a visit yourself and see what you 
think. 

F OLLOWING the MMC investigation into the 
brewing industry, the national brewers have 

to dispose of, or free from tie, several thous­
and pubs. Some companies have already taken 
steps in this direction. Whitbread, however, 
supported by Allied Breweries, have attempted 
to lobby the government to get the November 
1991 deadline for this operation extended. 
For once, the government has stood firm in 
the face of pressure from the brewers lobby 
and has refused point blank to consider any 
extension and the deadline stands. 

CLA'ITON 
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QOBIN~KI~ 
(formerly the Sandpiper) 

NOW A PRIVATELY OWNED 
FREE HOUSE 

our traditional beers incude -

DOBBINS BEST BITTER 
RUDDLES BEST BITTER 

RUDDLES COUNTY 
DOBBINS ESB 

OPEN 12 noon-11 pm Mon. -Sat. 
12-3: 7-10.30 Sun. 

The 
Nursery Inn Hydes 

Anvil Ales 

GREEN LANE, HEATON NORRIS, 
STOCKPORT 

Brewers 
of 

Traditional 
Cask 
Beers 

* Traditionally Brewed Hyde's Anvil Ales 

* Good Home Cooked Food Served Daily 

* We now cater Mon-Fri for families in our 
upstairs Dining Room which is also 
available for functions 

* Bowling Parties Catered for- Details on 
request 

Always in 
good taste 

Alan and June Preston 
invite you to 

The Hinds Head 
opening times 

Mon.- Sat.(inc.) 11.30am -llpm 
Sunday 12 noon- 3pm; 7pm -10. 30pm 

TRADITIONAL HANDPULLED BEERS 
QU.4I.lJT l.llf,L'll£5 AND E\'l:l-7Jo."G 

- !t!LlLS SER\'EIJ SLYE.'i 
lH l"S A H"EEK 

The Binds Head 
Manchester 'f{oad 

Heaton Chapel 
061 

HIGSONS GONE 
M ANY Opening Times readers will recall 

the days when then George in Stockport' s 
Mersey Square was a Higsons house, selling 
the distinctive products of the Merseyside 
brewery. 'Higsons' beers these days come from 
Whitbread's Sheffield plant and are a pale 
shadow of their former selves. The George, 
however maintained its link with the past 
and continued selling Higsons Bitter, and 
to this day is covered in signs advertisiing 
the fact. The beer, however, is no longer 
on sale. Let's hope that the Boddington PUbCo 
now remove the misleading signs before the 
trading standards people get involved ••• 

THE RIGHT PRICE? 
I T'S always interesting to get hold of a 

brewery price list, particularly if it's 
from Mars tons, whose beers don't exactly come 
cheap locally. 

Whilst it must be remembered that some pubs, 
particularly freehouses, may get their beer 
from an intermediary and so pay more, Marstons 
tied houses, and probably Whitbread pubs as 
well, will be paying the list price. 

So, let's look at Pedigree. After the budg~t 

increases pubs will be paying £173 •84 + VAT 
for a barrel, that's about £205 in total. 
A standard barrel contains 288 pints. Assuming 
that 8 pints are wasted, the net cost becomes 
just over 73p a pint. Pub mark ups are usually 
in the 35%-45% range. A 45% mark up gives 
about £1•06 a pint. Hrnrn ••• 

FALCON FUES 
I N November's Opening Times we were pretty 

unkind about Banks's Falcon in Chorlton­
on-Medlock. Not only did our Staggerers get 
some pretty ropey beer, there was marked reluc­
tance to change it. Happily, it looks as though 
this was a one- off aberration. Banks 1 s beers 
are normally noted for their consistency and 
a recent Sunday lunchtime visit found them 
on fin e form. 

NEW QUEENS 
[J Although it is Just outside our circulation 

area, mention should be made of the recent 
a l terations and extension to the Queens Arms, 
Honey Street, Cheetham. This popular freehouse 
has now doubled in size with the result that 
the often excessive overcrowding is a thing 
of the past. The whole pub has been refurbished 
and is very ple3Sant and comfc;;rtable. The beer 
range has been revamped as well - out go the 
Theakston beers to be replaced by the full 
Batemans range. The mild was particularly 
impressive on a recent visit. 



BRITAIN'S BEST 

. LOVED BITTER 

9 [' 
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CENTS 

I N APRIL 1986, Opening Times had a headline on the 
front page - "A Sloppy Business" - this was about 

a television programme which drew attention to the 
practice among some publicans of putting slops back 
in the barrel. It is, of course, permissible (within 
certain limitations) to return beer that has been 

--------------------------------------------~pulled through lines before or after sessions, but 

~£ <!&lbt _,..l. ~j 
Woolpack~ 

70 Brinksway, Stockport 
g 061-429 6621 

FREE HOUSE 
Marstons Pedigree- Theakston Best Bitter 

Tetley Bitter- Wee kly Guest Beers 

GOOD HOME-MADE FOOD 
Served 6 lunchtimes a week 

from a wide-ranging menu PLUS 

* 3-Course Sunday Lunch * 
choose from: 

Soup - Pate- Prawn Cock rail 

Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding 
Roast Lumb & .'d int Sauce 
Rvcm Ch icken & Swtjln!( 

full served 1\'tlh a sdeCIIO II of fresh •·egetablesJ 
plus u ciw ice uf swuts 

£4.50 
Proprietors: Robert & Gillian Dickinson 

63 Didsbury Road, Stockport 
Tel: 432 5168 

IS THIS THE UGLIEST 
PUB 

IN STOCKPORT? 

ONLY OUTSIDE 
ONCE INSIDE YOU'll FIND -

A WARM WELCOME 
Hydes (excellent) Traditional Ales 

Comp7imented by our good 
Home Cooked Lunches & Snacks 

served daily 

Your Hosts Rick & Beryl 

it probably doesn't do much to improve the flavour 
of the beer, and it can encourage adding beer from 
other sources such as drip trays or customers' glasses. 
It does seem a problem that is unlikely to go away 

CAMRA members will remember an article by Keith 
Thomas in 'What's Brewing' (CAMRA's newspaper), March 
1991 - hi s heading was "Stamping out dirty work in 
the cellar". 

Pennine Hosts announced two new conversions in their 
Open House scheme - often referred to as look-alikes:­
the Moor Top, Heaton Moor, whi ch became Tops, and 
the Jolly Sailor, Bramhall Lane which (unusually) 
retained its name. They have long since gone back 
to looking something more like proper pubs. 

Concern was expressed over Sam Smith's plans for alter­
ing Turner's Vaults, Underbank, Stockport. Hopefully, 
there would be no "fundamental changes", and there 
was even a chance that cask beer might be introduced. 
This was obviously a case where everything went right 
- this old pub, believed to date back to the reign 
of Queen Anne, was in a poor structural state, which 
necessitated ma'jor alterations, but then, all credit 
to the brewers, they "lovingly restored the building 
to the showpiece it now is." - and of course cask 
beer arrived - in fact the Vaults has rec:ently been 
CAMRA's pub of the Month. 

The Shady Oak had recently been sold to Tetley's, 
and the former owner Barrie Sullivan had new plans 
to build something similar on the site of the 7 Arches 
Garden Centre, Cheadle Hulme. However, local residents 
took great exception to this new venture, and the 
planning application was withdrawn. But a few years 
later Tetley's built a new pub on the site (The Old 
Mill) - so perhaps the persuasive power of big business 
won the residents over. Incidentally, Barrie dropped 
another scheme he had for a development in Northwich, 
and now, five years later, he has no hew pub develop­
ments planned. 

··J)o~'T SeWER oE"Fnt-\c:; A~oTHeR. 
~UND- Too MUCH AND I 
START TAt.K1~q To M~ SELF" 
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BY RHYS JONES 

THE Flea & Firkin at All Saints (Chorlton­
on-Medlock) has changed its traditional 

cider from Westons Old Rosie to Taunton (medium, 
I'd say) selling at a horrific El•40 a pint 
- Old Rosie, which is just about 50% stronger 
than Taunton, sold for "only" lOp more. Your 
correspondent managed to bargain them down 
to the price of keg cider, still dear at El• 28 
- see if you can do better! (All prices are 
pre-budget, by the way). 

Still, at least the handpump does dispense 
a real cider, unlike that for Scrumpy Jack 
at the Peveril of the Peak in the City Centre, 
which joins the "list of shame" of pubs selling. 
this cider in keg form on handpump. Other 
offenders just outside our core circulation 
area are the Bowling Green and the Jolly Sailor, 
both at Marple. The licensees are not ~hiefly 

to blame, for the stuff is in most cases being 
foisted on them by breweries, but they should 
be aware how much goodwill they are losing 
among discerning drinkers expect to read 
more on this in "Opening Times" shortly. 

Elsewhere in the City Centre, Daniel's, while 
retaining its name, is now supplied not by 
(Daniel) Thwaites but by Vaux, and offers hand­
pumped Samson (worth catching the early evening 
happy hour), while the Dutton Arms behind 
Victoria Station is once more selling Hydes 
Extra Dark as its mild. 

In Clayton, mild at the Folkestone is now keg, 
the Victoria is a Control Securities house 
selling handpumped Tetley Bitter, and the Sir 
Humphrey Chetham has gained handpumped Chesters 
Bitter. Finally, two recent Greenalls real 
ale gains, the Cotton Tree in Wi thington and 

Tom & Betty Burke 
welcome you to 

...... \&be <!Probe]nn ...... 
LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE 

Robinson's Fine Ales 

Good Home-Cooked Lunches 
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0 NCE again this month there is a variety 
of meet1ngs and socials in prospect. 

On Thursday 11th there is the Branch AGM 
will be held at the Blossoms, Buxton 
(A6), Heaviley. All members should 
for the 8.00pm start. 

which 
Road 

attend 

On Monday 15th we have a two-way Gorton Social 
starting in the Angel, Wellington St. at 9.00pm 
and moving on to the Suburban on Gorton Cross 
St at 10.00. Later in that week, Friday 19th, 
is a Reddish Stagger starting at the Railway, 
Gorton Road at 7.00, or you can join at 8.30pm 
at the Thatched Tavern, Stanhope St. 

Monday 22nd sees a Social at the Three Tunnes, 
London Road, Hazel Grove and on Thursday 25th 
we present our Pub of the Month award to the 
Griffin on Finney Lane/Wilmslow Roary, Heald 
Green. 

This is followed on Saturday 27th by an Awayday 
in West Yorkshire the day will be spent 
in Hebden Bridge and the evening in Bradford. 
Either catch the 11.55 from Victoria and meet 
in the Fox & Goose, Hebden Bridge at 12.30 
or catch the 18.50 from Victoria and meet 
in the Rams Revenge, Bradford at 20.00. 

On Monday 29th there 
House, Victory St, 
socials, this starts 

is a social in the Osborne 
Rusholme. Like all Monday 
at 9.00pm. 

the Old House at Home in Fallowfield, have 
gained handpumped Stones Bitter, though at 
the Old House this is at the expense of Green­
alls Original. 

me <!&lbe Ylc Chatham St. 
~ o o o o o ·o o o o o Edgeley 
STOCKPORT'S PREMIER 

FREE HOUSE 
Guest Beers Weekly 

MaJ"stons 
2edigree 

·Taylors 
Landlord 
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The ' Railway, Manshaw Road, 
Openshaw is due to be re-decor­
ated as we go to press. We 
are ·told that no major changes 
are planned, but fancy curtains 
and external ' lighting have 
been mentioned. Let's hope 
Hol ts have the boldness ·of 
imag i nation to replace the 
magnificent old lamp which 
used to be such a notable 
feature of the exterior of 
this marvellous pub. The beer 
neds no changes at all - recent 
visits show the mild and bitter 
to be on excellent form. 
******************************* 
Stones Bitter continues to 
make inroads in the Greenalls 
estate and is now also avail­
able at the Victoria, Offerton; 
the Greyhound, Cheadle Heath 
(where it has replaced the 
Davenports Bitter, an increas­
ingly familiar picture) and 
the Sir Robert Peel in Edgeley. 

Thi s latter must be one of the most improved pubs 
in the area a t the present and is well worth a visit. 
****************************************************** 
Af t e r · over a year· on the marke.t, the Imperial in 
West Gorton has finally been sold. New licensees 
a re Eri c and Christine Crowther, who can claim a 
wealth of expe rience in the North West licensed trade. 
For most o f this former Wilsons pub's life as a free­
house , Bodd ing tons Bitter has been the only real 
a le, but Er i c and Christ i ne are likely to consider 
exte nd ing the r a nge - watc h this space. 
****************************************************** 
The f a t e of t oo many pubs under the Control Securities 
banner has now befallen t he Pineapple on Castle Street, 
Edgeley which is now c losed a nd boarded up. It remains 
to be seen whether this pub ever re-ope ns. Don't 
ho l d your br eath. 
****************************************************** 
In Withi ng t on the Waterloo is once again unde r threat 
f rom yet a nothe r housi ng sche me proposed by the trust 
whi ch owns the prope rty (Gra nd Me t simpl y l ease it). 
Simil a r schemes have bee n dropped in the past, let's 
hope t hi s mee t s a · simil a r fate. Meanwhile there is 
st i ll no s i gn of the long -pl a nned refurbishment (and 
i n t r oduction o f real al e ) at John Smith's Railway 
on Lapwing Lane . Indeed , a s thi s pub will now be 
unde r t he wi ng o f t he new l y f o rmed Inntrepre neur 
Es t a t es , who have t o o ff- load over 1000 pubs, it 
could be a pr ime ca nd i .dia t e f or the chop. Le t's hope 
not . 
****************************************************** 
The Shady Oak in Bramhall is now se lling Hyde s Bitter. 
We are not . yet s ure whe the r th is wi 11 be pe rmanent 
or one of several rota ting gues t bee rs. Eithe r way, 
it' s a welcome addit i on t o the area . Even more we l come 

was the introductory offer in 
just before we went to press 

force 
BOp a 

p int, no less. 
***************************************** 
The Bulls Head in Reddish (Bass) has 
finally abandoned the attempt to sell 
real ale and is once more all keg. This 
loss to real ale has been balanced by 
a gain - the Wembley in Adswood is back 
in the real ale fold once more with 
handpumped Stones Bitter. 
***************************************** 
The New Inn in Clayton, which we report 
as being closed in this month's Stagger, 
is now in fact on the market at £135,000. 
Reduced to clear is the King William 
IV in Chorlton-on-Medlock, where the 
asking price has been reduced to £85,000. 
***************************************** 
CDitribJtors to this editi<n: John Clarke, Jirn 

Flyrm, Stuart Ballantyne, George Symes, Rhys Jones, 
Roger Mayhew, Peter Edwardson, Tony Wilk.inson, 
Peter Soane, Phil Levison. 

Copy date for the next issue: Friday 26th April, 
pili,lication Tuesday 7th May. 

Letter, articles and cc:mnents are always welcane. 
Details of advertising rates are available fran the 
address below. Postal subscriptions El• 25 for six 
issues, make cheques payable to Opening Times. 

11 Coal(t"! S'~~ 1/tiKMjJWe tir tk 
lf~t of cftoei;o,.t 

Your Hosts lan & Gwen Parrott 
invite you 10 join them at 

THE MIDWAY BAR 
Home Cooked Bar Meals 

Monday to Saturday 12 till 2pm 

THE GOYT RESTAURANT 
From 7pm Saturday Evening-Bookings Advised 

Traditional Sunday lunch 12 till 3pm 
JOf-IN SMITI-I'S FINE BEERS & DIRECTORS BITTER 

ALSO THE GOYT LOUNGE 
4VAIL4BLE FOR WEDDING RECEPTIONS. BIRTHDAY PARTIES, 

CONFERENCES ETC. 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE 

TEL: 061-480 2068 · 
263 Newbrldge lane, Stockport 

Opening Times is published by Stockport & South Manchester CAMRA - the Campaign For Real Ale. The views 
expressed are not necessarily those of the campaign either locally or nationally. Editor: John Clarke, 45 
Bulkeley St. Edgeley, Stockport SK3 9WD. Tel: 477 1973 {home), 831 7222 ext. 3411 {work). News, 
articles and letiers welcome. All items~ CAM RA:: may be reproduced if source acknowledged. 


