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RUNNING SCARED 
A S . predicted in last . month 1 s Opening Times, 

Greenall Whitley, the country's largest 
regional brewer, with over 1700 pubs, is 
abandon brewing completely and close its 
remaining plants at Nottingham and Warring-
with the loss of over 700 jobs. 

-reenalls are to retain ownership of their 
er brands which will be contract brewed for 
em by Allied at their Warrington and Burton­
-Trent breweries. As far as we know, the 

reenalls brands will move across Warrington 
Tetley-Walker's Dallam Lane site, while 

- he Shipstones and Davenports beers will be 
' r ewed by Ind Coope. It is thought unlikely 
' hat the Wem brands will survive the move. 

r eenalls say the move was prompted by the 
f act that as the breweries were operating at 
l e ss than 80% capacity, it is cheaper to have 
someone else brew for them (although a recent 
Stock Market report indicates that Hol ts are 

r ewing at a similar level, and they are one 
o f the most profitable brewing companies in 
the country -make of that what you will). 

So , what will this mean for local drinkers? 
One thing is certain, the taste of the beers 
~>.i ll change - experience shows that no matter 
'"'hat expertise and determina tion are applied, 
' t is virtually impossible to reproduce one 
breweries beers elsewhere. Whether the change 
· ... i ll necessarily be for the worse in this case 
· s open to question, the Tetley plant is far 

re traditional in its brewing methods than 
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is Greenall's brewery both in the brewing 
methods used and the i ngredients. 

Much play has also been made of the fact that 
as the biggest freehouse chain in the country, 
customers will get more choice from the new­
look Greenalls. This is essentially a con 
as individual licensees will still have to 
stock what Greenalls tell them to stock and 
the additional beers so far announced are 
less than inspiring - Tetley Bitter and Stones 
Bitter. If Greenalls want to establish a 
reputation for running a freehouse chain that 
people will want to go out of their way to 
visit, they are going to have to offer more 
than a couple on ersatz in-house beers along 
with a few national brewery products available 
on almost every street corner. 

This lack of imagination is perhaps at the 
root of the problem. For years Greenalls have 
become a by-word for bland, boring beers . 
Only with the inroduction of the Thomas Green­
alls Original did a respectable product come 
out of the Warrington plant. All the other 
breweries in the Greenalls empire that did 
produce distinctive products have been steadily 
closed down. It's the same story with tha 
type of beer sold while other breweries 
were switching back to cask, Greenalls stuck 
to keg in much of their estate. Greenall s 
could have been a byword for quality and choice 
if they had just shown the drive and fla i r 
which many smaller concerns have made their 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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RUNNING SCARE_D (CONT.D) 
own. Instead they have wasted a decade shunning 
lnitiative, avoiding innovation, axeing beers 
a nd closing breweries. They almost seem to 
have been running scared of success and now, 

u rning their backs on 200 years of brewing 

OCTOBER 

7 14 21 .28 
18152229 .. 
2 9 16 23 30 . . . 

3 10 17~31 . . . 
4 11 18 25 .. .. . 
5 12 19 . .. .. . 
6 13 20 27 .. . . . . 

PUB OF 
TRIIIONTH 

h i story, they have finally thrown in the towel THE Pub f th M h d o e ant Awar for October 
a nd settled for ignominious failure. _________ ....;:: _______ ..;;,;;:...;,.,~---~----1 goes to the Arden Arms, Millgate, Stockport. 

SEVERED L I N .. KS' The Arden is a true classic pub of immense 
character, which for twenty-five years was 

<=}NE OF the more regrettable casualties of 
the Greenalls tiasco is the likely demise 

of their range of bottled beers. Not what you 
i ght expect a CAMRA publication to be shedding 
e ars over, after all not one can be classed 

as 'real ale' but not only is the range a 
notably wide one for any brewery, but some 
of the beers represent important links with 
this region's brewing past. 

Old Chester Strong Ale is a throwback to the 
old Chester Northgate Brewery (closed 1969) 
and , more familiar to older Opening Times 
readers, will be Red · Rose Stout, not only is 
this one of the few remaining bottled stouts 
ava ilable, but it is the last surviving reminder 
of Groves & Whitnall, the famous old Salford 
concern, closed in 1972 and remembered for 
t heir Red Rose Ales. 

Perhaps, though, it is best that they do go. 
To keep them would be all to poignant reminders 
of what might have been with a more dynamic 

under the perfectionist care of licensee 
Jack May. When Jack retired in 1988, there 
were fears that the pub might not remain 
an unspoilt gem much longer. However, in 
the hands of Phil Simcock it turned out there 
was no need to worry - though as he is a 
man with a very individual sense of humour 
we may have doubted him at times! 

There have been changes, but by no means 
all for the bad - ., there is now live music 
at least one night a week, and Phil has 
carried out a very tasteful extension to 
bring a former kitchen into the public area, 
which puts most other Robinsons renovations 
to shame. The core of the pub, the lounge, 
the grandfather clocks, the sash-windowed 
counter and the unique snug reached only 
by walking through the bar, remain unchanged, 
and the beer - Robinsons Best Mild, Best 
Bitter and Old Tom - is served in consistently 
good condition. 

....;;.c.;.o_m-...;;;p<a;,.;.n;..~tY-::~:-:::-::=::--=:-::-::::--::=-::::-~=-=~-=~-----4Phil has respected the character of this 

MARBLE FESTIVAL very special pub, while at the same time 
·· . improving its viability for the 1990s and 

M ANCHE::;:-'El<.' S Marbl~ Ar~h i r e ehouse on Rochdale 
Road w1 ll be holdlng lts annual beer festival beyond, and richly deserves this coveted 

this month with about 108 beers available during award. Why not join us on Thursday 25th Oct­
t he course of the month. ober for what promises to be an excellent 

night celebrating the traditional English 
The bee rs will range from old favourites like pub at its best? 
Ba temans and Fullers to more exotic brews such 

; as Ringwood Porter and the bizarrely named 
Dr Thirstys Drought from the small Glenny 
Brewery. There will also be a daily range of 
iradi tional food inrl ,r~; nn Real Ale StPW 

. mue !\opal (lf)ah . 
WILMSLOW ROAD, DIDSBURY 

No Music·NoMachines 

No Children·NoDogs 
JUST FINE MARE'TONS ALES IN A 

SUPERB TRADITIONAL PUB 

A tan and June Preston 
·invite you to 

The Hinds Head 
opening times 

Mon.- Sat.(inc.) 11.30am -llpm 
Sunday 12noon-3prn; 7pm-10.30pm· 

TRADITIONAL HANDPULLED BEERS 
QU.H.JTl. l .llf,"CII£5 AND £l'I:1-7."·•G 

. - ML.·lLS SER\'ED S£1'£.•.,; 

~ffi~f!;~L:~ . ..::- . lH 1·s A WEEK 
The Hinds Head 

Manchester f{oad 
Heaton Chapel 



Stockport Labour Cluo 
Heaton Norris on A6 

Saturday 2flth· 11~~, fl-11 pm 

()ctober 
lll~i\1.. 

i\1..1~ & 
(~JJ)J~It 

-. 

Sunday 27th . '"'~12-:1, 1- 10.:1o 

l~lll~l~ except :_£1 Sat evening 

FOLLOWING the success of CAMRA's Stockport Beer Festival 
at the end of May, drinkers are in for a further treat 

at the end of this month when Stockport Labour Club 
mount their own mini-festival. 

Although this is not a CAMRA-run event, members of the 
local Stockport & South Manchester branch have been 
happy to give advice · and encouragement to what they 
hope will be an annual event. There will also be a CAMRA 
membership and products stand where the newly published 
1991 Good Beer Guide will be available. 

At the time of going to press, the following beers had 
been ordered: 

Thwaites Best Mild ( og 1034) 
smooth malty flavour. 

rich and dark with a 

Thwaites Bitter (og 1036) - clean tasting with a bitter 
finish. 

Taylors Landlord (og 1042) superb premium bitter, 
the favourite at every festival. 

Caledonian 80/- (og 1043) - a malty, flavoursome beer 
from Edinburgh's most traditional brewery. 

Caledonian Porter (og 1043) - dry and nutty, an excellent 
dark stout. 

Lloyds VIP (og 1048) - heavy, dark and fruity, the first 
time this beer has been available in Stockport. 

Robinwood IPA (og 1040-ish) - a superb, 
dark beer. First available at Stockport 
where most was drunk by the staff~ 

easy drinking 
Beer Festival 

Robinwood Old Fart (og 1060) - rude old ale, dry and 
dark like a stout. 
Moorhouses Black Cat Mild (og 1034) - new dark mild. 

Moorhouses Pendle Witches Brew (og 1050) - full tasting, 
malty beer. 

West Coast Sierra Nevada Pale Ale ( og 1050) - hoppy 
and powerful. Rapidly assuming cult status. 

Camerons Strongarm ( og 1040) - a fine mal ty beer from 
the North East. 

In addition there will be traditional cider 
from Westons, entertainment both evenings, 

at lunchtimes only, a childrens room. 

and perry 
food and, 

Bre~ w1 t.11 Lortr perc»at 
wb-t .-1 t alllll .-tured far 

s1:r .,atlas, PJ.IIb& .tltb1 
J.s a ua1qiHI sp«:J.alH_-,. 

FOR TRADE ENQUIRIE S 
contact tbe sale U. K. Agent ; TkL : 061 431 ~ 

Zlle Bottle stop, Brulllal l 
llerr111s; D1tbsburj 

St. ~ JfJae, Cbarlto.r.t 
.&Ddl•t• t'J.ae, .BdpJ-r, 

CocOfttlt" •1111-, ·Stoctport 
lose YJ.ne Bllr, V. D1d&b-Jry 

BJ.Jli.- R-t.w"a.at. CJ&arl t011 

~t ®lbt 
Woolpack 

70 Brinksway, Stockport 
~ 061-429 6621 

FREE HOUSE 
Marstons Pedigree- Theakston Best Bitter 

Tetley Bitter- Weekly Guest Beers 

GOOD HOME-MADE FOOD 
Served 6 lunchtimes a week 

fro"!__a wide-ranging menu PLUS 

* 3-Course Sunday Lunch * 
choose from: 

Soup - Pate- Prawn Cockwil 

Roast Beef&: Yorkshire Puddi11g 
Roast Lamb &: Mint Sauce 
Roast Chicken &: Stuffing 

( ali servtd with a selection of fresh vegetablts ) 
plus a choice of swu!S 

£4.50 
Proprietors: Robert & Gillian Dickinson 
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'I'm Itching For A Firkin PintO! Bruce 's ' N E w B RE w 

~ ~ - G rosv~nor Street. Mllnchester Ml 7DZ 
Td : 061-27~ 3682 

MANCHESTER'S newest 
brewery came on 

stream on Monday, Septem­
ber 17th, when the 
Flea and Firkin opened 
its doors for business 
at 11. OOam. 

This is the latest 
in a line of 'Firkin' 
home brew pubs started 
by London entrepreneur 
David Bruce- and is 
only the second outside 
of London (the other 
being in Derby). 

h e pub and brewery are situated in the old 
Grosvenor Picture House on Oxford Road in All 
aints, bang in the heart of student-land, 

~hich virtually guarantees that the venture 
. ,ill be succ~ssful, and whilst rather gimmicky 
::or some tastes, it has to be said that the 
conversion is a very successful one. The pub 
i s essentially one large cavernous room but 

s quite successfully broken up into various 
area s although it's certainly not the place 
-"-o go if you want 'an intimate chat in a quiet 
corner. The furniure is simple, large plain 
tabl es and pew seating, and there is a wealth 
of c inematic memorablia on almost all available 
-... ,all space. 

e whole show is affably overseen by manager 
J ohn Graver who tells us that he is a real 

l e fan, and here we come to the rub, and the 
rea s on why this venture perhaps only merits 

•o c~eers, for the house beers (Scratch, og1038J 
Grosvenor, ogl045J and Dogbolter, ogl060) are 
se r ved under a light blanket of carbon dioxide 
gas and cannot therefore be classed as 'real 
ale '. To compensate, however, Robinsons Best 
'i l d is a permanent feature and there will 
be a regular range of guest beers, all of which 
are traditicnally storro arrl serva:l. W::>rth a visit. 

The 
Nursery Inn 

GREEN LANE, HEATON NORRIS, 
STOCKPORT 

I 
1 * Traditionally Brewed Hyde's Anvil Ales 
I * Good Home Cooked Food Served Daily 

I 
* We now cater Mon-Fri for families in our 

upstairs Dining Room which is also 
i available for functions 

Hydes 
Anvil Ales 

Brewers 
of 

T radltional 
Cask 
Beers 

* Bowling Parties Catered for- Details on Always in 
reqUest 1 .-f-good taste 

Til E W IIITHR EA D B EE R COMI'AN ) 

ON 18th September, the 
Whitbread Beer Co. 

staged a huge public 
relations jamboree at 
the Strangways Brewery, 
and naturally Opening 
Times was there. 

Hospitality was lavish -
26 traditional beers 
were available for samp­
ling, there was a free 
buffet, entertainment, 
competitions and even a 
framed print of the 

brewery to take home as a souvenir. 

So, what was it all really in aid of? CAMRA 
tends to regard this type of event with a 
certain degree of cynicism and indeed, there 
was a fair amount of PR spiel and much nodding 
and smiling on the part of the Whitbread 
bigwigs but, it has to be said that the under­
lying message was esentially a very encouraging 
one in that Whi tbread see a vigorous future 
for cask beer. They anticipate that their 
own beer sales will be 50% cask by 1993 
what a contrast with the message that they 
were propagating just a few years ago when 
they appeared to regard real ale as more of 
an inconvenience than a growth market. 

Whilst there can be little doubt about this 
new-found, and very welcome, commitment to 
cask beer, the flipside of course, is the 
thorny question of quality. Of the 26 beers 
available to Whitbread pubs up and down the 
country, five are brewed by respected independ­
ent brewers and four (Boddies Mild and Bitter, 
OB Mild and Bitter) are quality beers from 
Strangeways. With one or two notable exceptions 
( Chesters Mild and Castle Eden Ale) the rest 
are eminently forgettable makeweights brewed 
many miles from their point of origin. To 
excuse these beers by saying they're what 
the public want is a cop-out, given the oppor­
tunity the public will opt for quality at 
any tine, arrl that is ....tat Vhitbre:rl rrust rYJN provide. 

Kendlegate Wine Cellars Ltd. 
164 Northgate Rd, Edgeley. Tel: 477 3939 

Wide range of Belgian & Continental Beers. 
Cask beers to order, glass hire, delivery service. 

Tlmmermans, Lelfmans, Orval, Chlmay, Duvel, 
Hooegarden, Rodenbach, Kwak, Westmalle, 

St. Slxtus, Plnkus, and more. 
Worthlngton White 'Shield, Imperial Russian Stout. 

Westons Scrumpy & VIntage Ciders. 
Wide Selection of Wines £2 - £20 

Parties & Functions supplied. 
Note: We operate under the Wholesale Licencing Act, 

therefore minimum purchase js 24 bottles beer or 12 bottles 
wine/spirits, which can all be different 

Open: Barri- 5.30pm Mon- Frl, 11 - 3 Sat, 1.2- 3 Sun 
- Telephone orders accepted on a 900 basis 



Back in 1787, when men were men and hops were hops, a 

brewer by the name of Thomas Greenall created a masterpiece. 

It's upon his original recipe that we have based 

our new premium cask conditioned ale. 

Hardly surprising, then, that this beer is known 

as Thomas Greenall's Original. 

It's a strong, dark, full bodied bitter with a smooth, 

rounded flavour and a distinctive hoppy character. 

Because Thomas Greenall's Original . ~r:mrEGBSE?R""' 

needs careful handling you won't find it 

everywhere. Only in those public houses 

where the licensee's cellarmanship 1s 

proven beyond question. 

Let your palate be your guide. 

A masterpiece since 1787. 

Approved purveyors of Thomas Greenall's Original include: 
VICTORIA INN, 125 Hall Street. STOCKPORT ARMS, 25 Sr. Petersgare. GREY H ORSE, 89 Old R .. ,d. Heat<>n Norri s. 

RAILWAY, 74/76 Wellington Road North . GREYHOUND, Ladyhridge R .. ad, Ch~adl e Hulmc 
(All a hove outlets in Stock port). 

TOMMY DUCKS, 8/12 East Street. PACK HORSE, 359/361 Deansgate. PAC K HORSE, 1135 Ashr"n O ld R"nd. O penshaw. 
WELCOME INN, 2 Hnh Road , Oidshurr. CROWN, i70 Wilmsl"w R .. ad, Didshun ·. 

DOG & PARTRIDGE, 665/i Wilmslow Road. Didshury. Q U EENS ARMS,~~ Guide· Lane·. Dcnr<>n . 
CARTERS ARMS, 209 Stockport Road. Denr .. n . 

(A ll above nutlets in Manches ter). 
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THE CLASSIC 
CASK 

CONDITIONED 
BITTER 

From: local CAMRA member Peter Edwardson 

In your August issue you ask for readers' 
views on the question of tenants vs. man1gers .. 
One area where the tenants have a big advantage 
is pub food. True, there are still some managed 
houses where the managers have the food fran­
chise and have the motivation to offer some­
thing that stands out from the crowd. But 
more and more brewers, both big and small, 
want the food profits for themselves, and 
are going in for predictable, standardised 
menus and portion control. You'll be luck¥ 
if you find any food better than the good 
side of adequate in a managed pub. 

If you come across a tied pub where the care 
and imagination devoted to the food make it 
really memorable, 99 times out of 100 it will 
be a tenancy. 

NEW AT OAK 
wELCOME to Neil and Sylvia Lindley, who 

took over from Phil and Mo Ferr.is at the 
Royal Oak in Cheadle at the end of August. 
Phil and Mo have 'retired' to Spain, after 
lifting the Oak out of the doldrums. Neil 
and Sylvia come from the Crescent in Disley, 
their first pub, where they were for over 
six years. 

They have no major changes in mind for the 
Oak; though they have introduced meals at 
lunchtimes and hope to be able to start making 
some use of the vault, which has been closed 
for some time. 

The Royal Oak is a Robinsons house with both 
Best mild and Best bitter the bitter has 
been steadily on form recently and the fact 
that Neil is a mild drinker should indicate 
that that will be similarly taken care of. 

The pub is open all permitted hours with the 
exception of Saturday afternoon when it is 
closed between 4 and 6. Sadly, most Cheadle 
pubs have found it wiser to close on Saturday 
afternoons. The thirsty shopper, wanting 
nothing more than a quiet sit-down with a 
drink or a cup of coffee, suffers because 
of the unacceptable behaviour of a few drunks. 

JOIN NOW 



The Blossoms · 
BUXTON ROAD, HEAVILEY 

ROBINSONS ALES 

Good Beer Guide 
1979-1991 

Barbara & Family Welcome You 

- Che Uiccoria-
WILMSLOW ,ROAD WITHINGTON 

Hydes Anvi I Ales 

Good Beer Guide 
-1991-

KEITH & NORA WELCOME YOU 

Bot & Trudie Welcome You To 

HORSE & FARRIER 
A GATLEY ~ 

~ HYDES ANVIL ALES 

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1980-91 

Brian Welcomes You To 

The Red Bull 
HILLGAT£, STOCKPORT 

GooD Fooo AND 
FINE ALES 

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1991 

THIS month sees the launch of CAMRA's 
flagship publication, the 1991 

Good Beer Guide. 

First launched in 1974, this will· 
be the 18th edition of what has become 
the most authoritative pub guide in 
the country. This is due to the fact 
that pubs are selected entirely on 
their merits, with the consistent 
quality of their ales the main con­
sideration - unlike some other guides, 
pubs can't buy their way into the 
Good Beer Guide. Nor are the pubs 
picked by some elite panel of experts, 
they are chosen by · thousands of CAMRA 
members up and down the country who 
use their pubs · regularly and know 
which can me relied on to serve the 
best at all times. 

The 1991 Guide is the first under 
new editor, Jeff Evans and readers 
will find several changes - in layout, 
approach and emphasis. Most obvious 
to casual browsers will be the enhanced 
importance of the brewery section 
which, newly laid out, takes it place 
to the rear of the book for easier 
reference. This section features many 
new, small breweries together with 
something in the region of 100 new 
beers. 

The Strawberry Duck 
Crabtree Lane, Clayton 

Boddingto1zs Bitter 

Holts Bitter 

Regular Guest Beers 

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1991 

7 



8 

Phil Welcomes You To The 

~~~'UM 
MILLGATE ,STOCKPORT 

Rt;Jbinsons Traditional Ales 
BITTER, MILD, OLD TOM 

ON DRAUGHT 

Open All Day Fri./ Sat. 
WE'RE IN THE /99/ GOOD BEER GUIDE 

BR/AN AND JEAN WELCOME YOU TO 

The Prince of Wales 
Gat/ey Green, Gatley 

4HYDES ANVIL ALE~ 
Lunchtime Food 

Good Beer Guide 1991 

~=>> WaggQn & Horses <<-<: 
HYDE ROAD, GORTON 

231 6262 

pac & nick Welcome IJOU 

Halt's Traditional Ales 

Open All-Permitted Hours 

Live Music Every Saturday Night 

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1989-91 

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE 

q () () D 
8 E E R 

/1991/ 

I ?'I NI/I Dl El 
THE PUB-LOVER'S ESSENTIAL REFERENCE BOOK 

Edited by Jeff Evans 

SPONSORED .ITISH COAL 

West Coast Brewing Company Ltd. 
KJNGS ARMS HOTEL CHORL TON·ON•MEDLOCK 

MANCHESTER MU 9TH 

T .. : 667975 PET ROW G. 

DobbiDI Dark Mild : North County Beit Mild : 
North County Beat Bitter : North County ISB : 

Sierra Nevada Pale Ale : 
DobbiDI Guiltlesa Stbut 

Jtesularly available at the KiDp AnDI 
IDd the Beerboue, Rochdale Rolld. 

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1991 
'Phone for Wholesalelbtail Prices. 



SUBTITLED 'The _Pub-Lover's Essential 
R,eference Book', this is where the 

Guide really comes into its own. With 
detailed descriptions of over 5000 
pubs the length and breadth of the 
country, there will be something for 
everyone, from basic inner-city boozers 
to thatched gems in the heart of the 
countryside, they're all there: pubs 
with food, pubs with gardens, pubs 
with accommodation and pubs where 
you can take the kids. 

This year's Guide is also unashamedly 
more commercially presented in an 
effort to widen its appeal to the 
general public with features like: 

[]Beer and television - behind the 
scenes of Michael Jacksons' s TV 
series, and an insight into Inspector 
Morse, the beer drinker's detective. 

[]We find out why real beer is not 
available in Parliament. 

[]There are 'Fringe Benefit' i terns 
on the collecting of bottles, mats 
and labels. 

To fill in the time waiting for the 
pub to open there ia a light-hearted 
beer quiz. A competition with the 
prize of a trip to the 1991 Oktoberfest 
is also included. 

The Guide will be available in all 
good bookshops and some pubs. However, 
if you really want to be sure of 
getting a copy, order one now from 
CAMRA. Write to Jim Flynn, 66 Downham 
Road, Heaton Chapel, Stockport, SK4 
SEG. The price is £6•99 (p&p free). 
Cheques to CAMRA Stock port & S. M/ er. 

Brian O'Connor 
Welcomes You To 

The-Mawson Hotel 
-KINCARDINE ROAD­

CHORLTON-ON-MEDLOCK 

·* Tetley Ales * 

Good Beer Guide 
1990-1 

tJ~A'tHU 
(Thief's Neck) 

Woodford 
A Warm Welcome From 

JOHN, JUNE, ALISON & YVONNE 

Robinsbns & Hartleys 
Draught Beer at its Best 

NO MUSIC• NOPOOL•NO PREMIUM LAGER 

Good BeerGuide1988-91 

The Station._Didsbury 
A WARM WELCOME FROM 

-Ann­
_AILarstons Pedigree 

.A. Burton Bitter, -• 
(~~ Mercian Mild~ 

WE'RE IN THE 1991 GOOD BEER GUIDE 

The Claremont 
.... Hotel---

CLA.REMONT ROAD 
MOSSoSIDE 

Ken&Dot Welcome You 

HOLTS FINE ALES 

Good Beer Guide 

~1991c=:J 
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! BY: PETER EDWARDSON 

D ONE of the hottest nights of the year, 
our July Stagger took usdown a two-mile 
length of the A6 Buxton Road from Hazel 

to Heaviley. This stretch is notable 
:'or the fact that eight of the nine pubs are 
· ed by Robin sons, whose beer is well known 

being very variable in hot weather. Does 
drinker suffer from this lack of choice 

wondered. As always, the views expressed 
purely those of the individual CAMRA 

e r s on one particular night. 

s tarted out at the Grove in Hazel Grove, 
four-square Robinsons house which inside 

_s a pub of two halves. On the left are a 
::radi t ional games room and a delightful little 

decorated with photos of Royal Navy 
- more the kind of thing you might expect 

~o see in Portsmouth - but on the right the 
~ooms have been knocked through into one lounge 
~ather lacking in pub character, with a horren-

Spanish-style arch where the dividing 
; 11 one was. The electrically urn ed Best 

A FAMILY TRADITION 
OF FINE BREWING 

Mild and Best Bitter were both above average, 
and served at a proper temperature. (Real 
Ale should be kept and served at about 13°C 
or 55°F, which will taste pleasantly cool 
on a hot day). 

Crossing the busy A6 for the first of many 
times, we came to the Anchor, a pub which 
has attracted some ridicule for containing 
a variety of nautical tat in the midst of 
landlocked Hazel Grove. However, many of the 
artefacts are of genuine interest, including 
a huge old-style diver's helmet, and although 
opened out, the pub retains something of a 
multi-roomed feel. The Robinsons beers are 
dispensed by free-flow keg-type electric .pumps, 
but are real enough despite that. The Best 
Bitter was a little above average, the Best 
Mild good. 

Next door to the Anchor is the Woodman, until 
recently a characterful pub of traditional 
small rooms, but now opened out and extended 
into neighbouring cottages in Robinsons' usual 
bland style. The beer too was distinctly unin­
spiring, the Best Mild being below average, 
while the Best Bitter was cloudy and almost 
at room temperature definitely the worst 
beer of the night. 

Whi tbread' s George & Dragon offered the only 
break from Robinsons in the evening. The beers 
on offer were Boddingtons Bitter at £1•00 
a pint (now of course just another Whi tbread 
brand) and Marstons Pedigree at £1•16, both 
of which were no better than average. These 
were the only beers at £1 a pint or over during 
the whole crawl, and it is worth remembering 
that Robinsons Best Bitter has a gravity of 
1041, while Boddingtons is only 1035 and Pedigree 
no more than 1043. The pub itself has been 
renovated in Whitbread's standard manner, 
with raised seating areas, polished wood and 
stained glass, and seemed to be popular with 
Hazel Grove's affluent young. 

Lovers of traditional pubs would be more at 
home in the Crown, an imposing rnul ti -roomed 
building with its own bowling green, spoilt 
only by the fake arches which have been insert­
ed above the internal doorways. The handpumped 
Best Mild and Best Bitter were both good, 
and refreshingly cool, too. One brave soul 
tried the Old Torn which was also pronounced 
good. Many members of the party had never 
been drinking in Great Moor before, and both 
this puband the next two came as a real discov­
ery. 

We crossed the A6 again to the Travellers 
Call, a much smaller pub, which has been 
modernised by the addition of a new toilet 
block, but otherwise retains three distinct 
rooms of considerable character. We weren't 
seeing things there really were a traffic 
light and a telephone booth in the beer garden! 
The Best Mild and Best Bitter, here served 
by electric pumps, kept up the standard, both 
being good. 



Back over the road to the Dog & Partridge, 
a large rambling pub which reveals at the back 
how it has been extended in the past around 
its original core. Inside it has a variety 
of cosy rooms with low ceilings, oak beams 
and wood panelling, served from a central bar, 
with evidence in the glasswork of former owner­
ship by Bells, taken over by Robinsons in the 
1940s. The Best Mild was well above average, 
while the Best Bitter, by a slim margin, wa§ 
judged the best beer of the night. 

We now had a longish trek down the A6 to the 
next pub, the Duke of York. This too featured 
extensive use of wood in the decor, but had 
been rather more knocked about than the previous 
three, and did not seem quite as characterful. 
We found the Best Mild and Best Bitter to be 
both above average. 

Passing the Bamford Arms, a Berni steakhouse 
where the public bar was closed, we eventually 
reached our last port of call, the Blossoms 
in Heaviley, a pub long revered by CAMRA for 
its traditional character. Outwardly an im­
pressive triangular building on a busy road 
junction, inside it's surprisingly small, lively 
and down to earth, with vault, pool room and 
snug all ~lustered around the central bar. 
The handpumped Best Mild, Best Bitter and Old Tom 
were all judged above average, although the 
beer was a little too warm for most tastes. 

Having sampled all the pubs, the 
must be that the drinkers of Hazel 

conclusion 
Grove and 

Great Moor don't suffer too much from Robinsons' 
near monopoly. They have eight pubs serving 
high-quality, locally brewed beer from an 
independent brewery, all offering real mild 
as well as bitter, all charging reasonable 
prices and almost all, on one night's evidence, 
keeping the beer well, even in the middle of 
a heatwave. It is doubtful whether things would 
be as satisfactory if the situation was reversed 
as it is in most other parts of the country, 
with eight Whitbread pubs to one Robinsons. 
But the one Robinsons pub would certainly do 
good business! 

EXTENDED GRIFFIN -
H OLTS have applied for planning permission 

to extend the Griffin, Didsbury Road, Heaton 
Mersey. 

The application is for an extension on the 
car park side of the pub to create another 
lounge with aporch and new entrance, together 
with more cellar area underneath. There will 
also be a kitchen extension at the rear and 
a new ramp up to the existing front entrance. 
As far as we can tell, there are · no proposed 
changes to the existing layout or bar area 
of the pub which, given Holts current dubious 
track recorq, is something to be grateful 
for. 

HA"l~L 
(i~OVE. 
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~~ Pa,tios, Windows & Doors (North West) 

=~ 
. * ----FREE BEER--* 

• Good Quality. Traditional Service and Good Value are the 
qualities Real Ale Drinkers expect from their beer. 

• PWD offers the same virtues on replacement windows; doors 
and patio doors: in uPVC- BRILLIANT WHITE or MAHOGANY 
WOODGRAIN -and aluminium -White or Anodised Satin · 
Silver; bOth with High-Tech accessories and glass. 

• Traditional English outward-opening styles and Continental tilt 
& turns. 

• PWD is the Manchester & Stockport area's leading patio door 
specialist: impartial advice and technical assistance is always 
freely available. -* 5 FREE PINTS * 

e Every (free) ESTIMATE given to a GENUINE ENQUIRER as a 
direct result of this advertisement will be accompanied by a 
VOUCHER FOR 5 PINTS OF REAL ALE redeemable at: The 
Railway Hotel, Ashburys, 61 Pottery Lane, Gorton (CAMRA Pub 
of the Year 1989) . 
or Ye Olde Woolpack, Brinksway, Stockport (CAMRA Pub of the 
Month, January 1989) 

• This offer applies to over 18s only. The Company's decision on 
what is a genuine enquiry is final. 

• 'phone Derek "The Doe" Hayward-Shott or Andrew "Yogi" 
Baron at PWD to ARRANGE YOUR ESTIMATE AND VOUCHER. 

061-320'8549 
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' · - NEW MILES 

A be lated but nonetheless warm welcome 
o T_-;_m a nd Gill Capner, new licensees 

a t t he Mi lestone in Burnage who took 
over i n August. Whilst Gill is a local, 

im hai l s from the Black Country and 
::heir previous pub was t ' ' e New Inns THE main front page item in October 1985 concerned 
at Bi lston . No major changes are planned Pub Price Lists - the law is quite specific, 
_a __ t_h_.i_s......;po;.._;p;...u_l_a_r_B_a_n_k_s_'_s_h_o_u_s_e_. ______ -1 and has been for a number of years - every pub must 

·-r 

I 
- ~ 
'four Hosts lan & Gwen Parrott 

inVIte you to join them at 

THE MIDWAY BAR 
Home Cooked Bar Meals 

Monday to Saturday 12 till2pm 

'THE GOYT RESTAURANT 
From 7pm Saturday Evening-Bookings Advised 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12 Ull 3pm 
JOHN SMITH'S FINE BEERS & DIRECTORS BITTER 

ALSO THE GOYT LOUNGE 
AVAILABLE FOR WEDDING RECEPTIONS. BIRTHDA Y PARTIES, 

CONFERENCES ETC. 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE 

TEL: 061-480 2068 
263 Newbrldge Lane, Stockport 

1iakerg Yaultg 
MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT 

FINE ROBINSONS ALES 

superb cuisine 
including Lmditiona 

8unday Lunch 
LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS 

BOOGIE CLUB 

SUNDAY NIGHT 

TEL. 480 3182 

-------------------·---~-------------------J 

display a clearly visible price list. So CAMRA members 
kept a careful check over the summer months, and 
found that about a third of the pubs visited had 
either no price list, or one that was so obscure 
as to be useless. ~uite a casual personal check made 
recently showed a roughly 50/50 situation, ie only 
half with a decent price list; and there's another 
complication now the ABV (% alcohol by volume) 
of the drinks sold should also be di splayec. 

It was reported that Hartley' s Bitter had gone from 
the Cheadle Hulme Conserva+-ive Club - this was after 
about a year being sold alongside the Robinson's 
Best Mild and Best b.L tter. Hartleys, of course, was 

· taken over by Robin sons in 1982, but many drinkers 
tend to go for the beer they know, or recognise; 
possibly for this reason, Hartleys has been very 
slow coming into the area - it has recently appeared 
at the Thief's Neck (Davenport Arms) at Woodford, 
so it will be interesting to see how it fa res there 
against the generally excellent Robinsons Best Mild 
and Best Bitter. (To complete the up-to-date picture, 
the Conservative Club _now has Boddingtons, Robinsons 
and Banks's Bitters, and Banks's Mild.) 

Pub of the Month for October was Halt's Junction 
in Cheadle Hulme. Although very much a local brew, 
the Hol ts in this case could well be called a "rare 
brew for the area" due to the brewery's 9 5 or so 
pubs being comparatively closely grouped mainly in 
the North Manchester area. Other unusual features 
were the Junction's full size snooker table, and 
the licensee's name, John Holt (no relation). Sadly, 
this Junction Hotel no longer exists - it's not been 
demolished, but re-furbished, re-built, extended, 
changed a restaurant (and an area reserved for 
diners) now figure prominently in the "Cheadle Hulme" 
- thankfully, the beer is still reliable Halts, and 
the prices still have some way to go to the magic 
"El a pint".--- . 

Other snippets from 1985 - Banks's had bought the 
old Cheadle railway station/ was cask beer going 
to be brewed at Scottish & Newcastle's Moss Side 
Brewery? (no)/ the new, small Failsworth brewery 
was in trouble (and has now long been out of existence). 

CAMRA • THE PUBGOERS' CHAMPION 

r~ .JOIN NOW! 
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE 



MANCtiE~TEQ 
MATTEQ8 

BY RBYS JONES 

A 
busy month, this month, with no fewer than 
four real ale gains to report. The Flea 
& Firkin on Oxford Road, Chorlton-on-Medlock 

is covered, elsewhere; here , I merely remind 
readers that . while the houqe beers cannot ' be 
classed as 'real ale.', _ qeing ~s~-{.vea. under blank­
e t pressure, the- gues t -beers , most certainly 
c a n; fu~thermore the presence of real cider 
- Weston' s Old Rosie on handpump - is a very 
we lcome gain. 

Ou r three ,other real ale gains are in the City 
Ce ntre. On OxfQrd Road near the station, the 
f o rmer Oxfords is now Grand Central. Run by 
a leisure company, and with renovation work 

rely started when this was written, it offers 
Boddingtons Bitter on hand pump. The same beer 
fe a tures,. along with hand pumped Theakstons 

i tter, at the Pig · & Porcupine at the Castle­
fi eld end of Deansgate, the latest development 
:- r om the Bodding~on Pub Co. It seems that "PubCo" 
are to open · two multi-beer freehouses, one 
~n Birkenhea.? and the other in the Kings Arnts 

Bloom Street in Salford, let's hope that 
:.h ese are sufficiently succesful to .encourage 
.a more enterpr:i,.,sing range of beers ·-in the rest · 

f their estate. 

?inally, ' Band ~ on the Wall on Swan Street is 
ow selling handpumped Rudd'le~ County as 
a ny reader's ;),ill be aware, this is a music 

I 
- e nue. that opens around 8. 30pm and generally 

a s an admission charge. And to clari'fy a recent 
a in, the handpumped Marstons Pedigree we report­

e d in the YMCA' 's Y-Club on Liverpool Road is 
actually in the bar of the associated Castle­
_i eld Hotel, which is open to the public. 

On the debit side, we hear that the Burton 

be l\eb 1Lion 
WITHINGTON 

Mon.- Fri/ 1.-1/ 

Handpulled Marstons 

Pedigree and Bur ton 
Best Bitter 

*LUNCH 7 DAYS A WEEK* 

*EVE. MEALS MON.-FRI. 5.30-8.00* 

13 
·Arms in the City Centre no lenger sells real 
ale, and -there are three closures to report 

the short-lived Stage in Ardwick, the 
Travellers Call in Beswick, and Control Secur­
ities' keg Pitchers (formerly the Greens Arms) 
in Clayton. As we went to press, there was 
also concern over the Coach & Horses in the 
City Centre . which appears to have finally 
closed down a closure apparently brought 
about by the disconnection of the gas and 
electricity. The fate of this historic pub 
looks more than ever to be in the hands of 
the Development Corporation, and, sadly, in 
the balance. 

Moving to the beer and cider changes, it's 
a delight to see real cider ,, back at the Marble 
Arch on Rochdale Road, after a very long absence 
- it's Thatchers, served on gravity. The Little 
Bradford in Bradford no longer sells Old 
Peculier, while in nearby Gorton, the SteelWorks 
Tavern has added handpumped Cbesters Mild 
(a very nice pint when .sampled· recently), 
as has the Gardeners Arms, which has a~so 

dropped Chesters Bitter in favour of handpumped 
Boddies. In East Didsbury, the refurbishment 
of the Parrswood has seen handpumped Tetley 
Bitter and Theakstons Bitter added to the 
range, while Yates's in Fallowfield has gained 
handpumped Ruddles Bitter. 

Finally, just out of OT' s normal circulation 
area, the Three Legs of Man in Hulme, formerly 
selling cask Webster/Wilsons beers, is now 
i .n Vaux livery - any information on the beers 
sold would be welcome. 

CAMRA CALLING 
ONLY room enough to mention the annual trip 

to Stoke . Beer Festival on the 19th. The 
coach will depart from the Pineapple, Heaton 
Lane, Stockport at 6.00pm and we will be 
leaving Stoke at about 11. The festival will 
be celebrating its lOth anniversary this year 
and should be better than ever, a particular 
feature is the large foreign beer stall. For 
details, contact Ian on 445 5979, evenin s. 

W~r ·mnhin i!;nnll 
IIIGII LANE, BllXTON nOAD, STOCI\PORT 

Telephone: 001~48:\ 2H~)2 

e BI~EAI<.FASTS 
e LUNCI IEONS 
e I>INNEI~S 
e FUNCTIONS 
e 1\eRidenUal · LIVE .f\.'lUSIC 
e SATELLITE T.V. 

l"our hosts: Jnuct & I ,et er 13/issctt. M. /J. I. I. 
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PUB 

We offer a warm if belated welcome · O:nt.i.brt:.ors to this edit:ial: Jchn 1!-:rt:dllnson, 
to Bill and Cath Flerning, who John Clarke, Peter Edwardson, Jim Flynn, C!:larlotte 
took over J. W .Lees' Suburban in Bulrnel:', Deborah Chlebicki, Phil l..e'<riscn, Rhys 
Gorton on 4th July. While this Jones, Paul Braidley. 

NEWS 
is their first pub, they have 

bar 
'!he copy date for the next issue is Frirlay 19th a considerable experience of 

and October with p.lblication on Tuesday .~ cellar work, and early im-
pressions suggest that the pub's Gth. 
high standards are being maintained • ~tails of advertising rates and postal subs 

READ 
ALL 

ABOUT 
IT! 

s c heme which may 

*********************************** 
We reported last month that the 
Conway in Cheadle Hulrne had dropped 
both Wilsons Bitter and Ruddles 
Bitter . from the range. It turns 
out that this was for the summer 
only Wilsons Bitter is already 
reinstated and Ruddles will be 
following. 
*********************************** 
Another pub up for sale, this 
time it' s the Victoria on Hyde 
Road in Gorton. This Whitbread 
house, although pleasant enough 
inside, is. under long-term threat 
from a proposed road widening 

make the asking price of £110,000 
on t h e steep side. 
******************************************************** 
Haze 1 Grove looks set to get its umpteenth Robin sons 
p b in the next 18 months or so as we learn that, after 
some considerable effort, the brewery has finally 
obtai ne d permission to develop its site on Jacksons 
La ne . 
******************************************************** 
Bodd ingtons Bitter is the latest beer to make a n impact 
under the new 'guest beer' rules, aided no doubt by 
\hat we hear are very generous inducements to licensees, 
who no doubt will rush to pass the savings on to their 
c ustomers. Sitings include the Jolly Crofter in Edgeley, 
Torn Thumbs on King St West in Stockport, which in itself 
i s only a recent real ale gain, and also the Navigation 
i n Heaton Norris. 
******************************************************** 
A touch more enterprising on the guest beer front is 
t h e Bowling Green in Marple, just outside OT' s normal 
c i rculation area, ·.vhich has joined the growing number 
of Grand Met (that's Wilsons) pubs taking Halts Bitter. 
******************************************************** 
Wo r k is now underway at the Strawberry Duck on Crabtree 
La ne in Clayton to build a new extension which it is 
ai med t o complete by the first week in December. The 
extens ion is needed beca u s e of t h e increased popularity 
of the pub wi th regular guest beers complementing the 
well kept Ho l t s and Boddingtons· which are always avail-

able . Forthc om i ng gue sts include Eldridge Pope Royal 
Oak a nd Thoma s Hardy Country Bitter. The extension 
wi l l be in the same s t y l e as the rest of the pub and 
i t is hoped to have a Lancashire Range as the centre­
piece of t h e new e x tension if anyone knows of one 
be ing avai l able , phone Dave McConnville on 22 3 4415. 

are, available frcm the aatress below. 

Bob,Caz and Betty 
Welcome You To 

The Plough 
ShawHeath 

,..... Fine Ales ,..... 

Good Home~ Cooked 
-- Meals ,..... 

•BY GRAHAM THECHEF• 

'1!r 480 3833 

·~be (!&lb lktng · 
Great Portwood St. 

- STOCKPORT-
061 480 6026 

.HANDPUMPED REAL ALE 

GOOD FOOD SELECTION 
MON - SAT 12-8.30 

SUNDAY 12-2.30 
SMALL FUNCTION ROC»> AVAILABLE 

**GUEST BEER - TETLEY BITTER** 

PARTIES CATERED FOR 

CHILDREN WELCOME 

SATELLITE TV 

YOUR HOSTS 

· Steve & Dorothy 

Opening Times is published by Stockport & South Manchester. CA~RA - th.e Camp.aign For f!ea! Ale. The views 
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