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ELECTION SPECIAL! 

MICHAEL HOWARD, Minister for Cor­
porate & Consumer Affairs in the 
outgoing Government, was question­
ed with regards to takeovers in 
Brewing with the current Monopol­
ies Investigation proceeding. We 
suggested that takeovers restrict 

consumer choice, increased prices & led to loss 
of jobs. The Minister din't think there was a 
case for specific legislation for Brewing. 
"There is the possibility of change, but I 
can't prejudge the report. I am keenly interest­
ed in the result of the enquiry but you cannot 
legislate for one industry alone." With the sale 
of· Courage to Elders did he think there should 

i.m_ -ROBIN COOK, Labour 
'l~ 3pokesman o~ Indus~ 

Labour .. f. • . try & the C1ty, sa1d 
. ·~ that Labours' emph-

. . · asis will be on mak 
ing vast combines more accountable to consumers 
and employees. Beefing up the consumer protect­
ion powers is the order of the day. "The major 
thrust of our policies on mewrgers/takeovers 
will be to shift the onus of proof, to oblige 

those proposing a merger to prove it is in the 
public interest rather than leaving it to the 
authorities to prove the opposite, we would 
require statutory notification of a merger. Our 
policies should have a significant effect on 
dampening the current spate of takeovers." He 

IAN WRIGGLESWORTH, Alliance 
spokesman on Trade & Industry, 
said there would be sweeping 
changes in laws affecting 
takeovers & mergers if the 
Alliance came to power. The 
policy is to increase compet­
ition with US style powers to 
tackle large trusts & comb­

ines."We would expect our machinery to increase 
competition in Brewing, we would abolish the 
Monopolies Commission & strengthen the powers 
of the Director of Fair Trading with powers to 
make judgements on economic grounds on mergers 
& takeovers. Was he concerned about such firms 
as Elders of Australia buying Courage? He said 

CAMRA ASKS: WHERE DO THE PARTIES 

STAND ON THE DRINKERS BIGGEST THREAT: 

BREWERY TAKEOVERS AND MERGERS? 

be legislation to stop overseas firms buying 
British firms? "Many British firms buy firms 
abroad, we live in an international economy - we 
can't draw up the shutters, we profit from ab­
road & the Government is keen to encourage in­
vestment. Is it desirable that major combines 
control 80% of beer production & supply? "If 
competition doesn't work because of a Monopoly 
we have a system to deal with that. But competit­
ion is the consumers best friend - most mergers 
work efficiently." In some areas 1 or 2 firms 
own such a large proportion of outlets that therE 
is no choice. "in such areas the Inquiry will 
have a look, if people aren't getting choice the} 
will say so, ~are keen to ensure proper canpetition." . 

did not accept that brewing should be given 
special status to protect it against takeovers 
nor did he favour a ban on takeovers by over­
seas firms. "I would not discriminate against a 
foreign takeover because it was foreign." What 
about the monopoly of supply in brewing? "The 
key to the marketing of beer lay with the tied 
house system, whilst we have no proposalsfor 
the tie if there was ever an offence agairist 
fair trading it is the tied house system. We 
must give tied houses the right to supply a 
diverse range of beers for the customers.' 
Labour would not scrap the current investigation 
of the tie - "We would let that run and look at 
it with renewed interest. At this stage I 
wouldn't rule out anything:" 

he was deeply disappointed by the Courage 
takeover. "I hope that the kind of machinery 
we would set up would stop that kind of take­
over happening. I wouldn't want to stop foreign 
firms coming to this country any more than I 
_would want to stop British firms going overseas, I 
the Alliance believes in free trade, but it must 
be fair trade." How about the rumours that 
Anheuser-Busch of the US were keen to buy I 

Watneys? Mr. Wrigglesworth laughed - "The less 
said about Watneys the better but - and I must 
be careful - the American appreciation of beer 
is very low and the prospect of a multi-
national like that coming in and carving a 
slice of our market would be very undesirable." 

Interviews by Roger Protz. 
Edited by HUmphrey Higgins. 



By John Clarke. 

Out along Ashton New Road to Clayton this month 
and the Strawberry Duck on Crabtree Lane. Former. 

-ly the Crabtree, a run-down Wilsons house which 
even had a period of complete closure, the 
Strawberry Duck opened about two years ago and 
is now a thriving free house selling handpumped 
Wilsons Bitter, Websters Green Label & Halts 
Bitter. 

Very much a locals pub, the lunchtime trade is 
mainly drawn from surrounding offices and fac~ 
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RICHARD AND SUSAN GENDERS 

7' e. ~o ttte. S tap 
136, ACRE LANE, BRAMHALL 
FULLERS LONDON PRIDE, THf.AKSTONS 
TAYLORS LANDLORD WADWORTHS BEERS 

WARSTEIN£R PILS & BOCK BIERS ON TAP 
OCCASIONAL BEERS FROM RUDDLES, 
BRAKSPEARS & SHEPHERD NEAME 

PINTS· POLYPINS-FIRKINS-BARRELS. 
OPEN MON·FRI3·1o-30.SAT11·11.SUN 11·10 • . 

TEL:439 4904. 
tories. The food is keenly priced & no-nonsense-~--------------------------------------------~ 
on my visit there was a choice of two main meals, 
meat & potato pie or beef curry with rice. 

The meat & potato pie was obviously home made & 
was served from what looked like a crackpot 
with a crust on top. Several of the customers 
were obviously enjoying this and it did look a 
very appetising plateful. I chose the curry 
however and wasn't disappointed . Not partic­
ularly hot it was nice and spicy with good sized 

Thank 
·goodness, 
ifs back •. 

Now you can try a taste of J .B.A. 
Prerraum bitter- the beer that became a 
legend in its own time. 

Originally brewed at the Almond 
family brewery in Wigan, this superb full· 
bodied beer captures the full flavour of a 
bygone e::a. 

. J.B.A. Premium 
bitter is now being brewed 
again in the time­
honoured tradition, 
allowing you to enjoy a 

Jl·R·Jt taste of th·:! 
~~ past agair.. 

Welcome home. 

Brewed by Burtonwood Brewer 

pieces of meat - not the reconstituted stuff 
you sometimes get. Despite being a generous 
plateful, I soon polished it off and got to 
wondering how such good food could be so 
reasonably priced - the curry was only £1.20 
and the pie similarly priced. 

If you don't want a hot meal, a variety of 
rolls are available, all freshly prepared as 
you wait. I didn't catch the price as there's 
no list or menu but I'd be surprised if they're 
much above 50p each. 

So not a pub with a huge menu and very much 
off the beaten track but nonetheless one 
serving keenly priced food. It must be popular 
as they've applied for planning permission 
for a kitchen extension to the lounge. Look 
out for it if you're ever out that way. 

BY GEORGE! 
~he re-furbished George, Mersey Square, 
Stockport, re-opened at the end of April. 
Re-signed as a Boddingtons House the pub 
has been transformed with much use of wood 
and though open-plan there are distinct 
raised seating areas and a library with real 
books! Under the managership of Larry & Irene 
Duggan excellent Higsons Bitter & Boddingtons 
Bitter are available on handpump - it comes 
as no surprise that Larry has spent 20 years 
in the trade, latterly at the Dealers, a 
Higsons pub in Garston - the Higsons is the 
best I've sample in the George for many a long 
day! Higsons Mild is promised and there is 
also the possibility of Oldham beers. First 
clss food is available at lunchtimes and 
there is evening food from 6-8 pm. 

All in all the plushest pub in town - with the 
added attraction of waitress servi~e! 



ST. PETERSGATE 

TEL: 477 8008 

Your hosts John & Joan Newport invite 
you to call in and sample their excellent 
food, whilst enjoying a relaxing drink._ 

We have an excellent selection of home­
made Hot & Cold meals, boasting our 
famous Hot Roast Beef & Pork 
Sandwich Carvery at 95p and including 
chilli, curries, steak & mushroom pie, 
lasagne & daily specials. 

Evening meals available, children 
welcome lunchtime & early evening. 

"WHATS ON IN OUR CONCERT ROOM" 
Alternate Tuesdays: FOLK 

Thursday: ROCK N'ROLL, 50's & 60's DISCO 
Friday & Saturday: LIVE GROUPS 

Sunday: GREEN GINGER DISCO, HAPPY 
HOUR 8·9.00 pm & FREE DRAW 

Parties catered for - function room available. 
HAPPY HOUR 5.30 · 7.00 MON · FRI 

CAM RA 

CALLING! 
Quite a full programme of events this month 
as we approach summer. 

On Monday 8th. , we have one of our regular 
socials, this time at the Britannia on 
Rowsley S.t:neet, Beswick, one of our few Lees 
pubs. As usual with these socials we start 
between 8-30 - 9-00 pm. The Branch Meeting 
on the .11th., at the Victoria Inn, Burnage, 
has added interest as we are having two 
speakers from Boddingtons along - it promise 
to be interesting. 

Next, on Saturday 13th., the first of our 
Summer 'Opening Times' AwayMays- this mne 
to Chester. We aim to catch the 10 am ~rain 
from Oxford Road. 

Monday the 15th., sees a social at the Georg 
& Dragon, Heaton Chapel and later in the 
week on Friday the 19th., our monthly crawl, 
a bit different this time, by minibus 
round Bramnall, Woodford and Cheadle Hulme. 

Next Monday Social is on the 22nd. at the 
Railway, Manshaw Road, Openshaw, an excellen 
Halts pub now under new management. Pub of 
the Month is on the 25th., at the Crown, 
Hillgate. 

Monday, 29th., sees a social with a diff-

®ptning 1!timtf 

erence - the Midsummer Pub Hunt - a Treasure Hunt 
round pubs solving clues on the way. Teams of two 
at 50p a head with prizes for the first and last! 
A good night is promised. 

Into July now and on Saturday 4th., we have an~ 
other Awayday this time to Morecambe taking ad­
vantage of the new direct train service from 
Stockport (departs 9-14 am). 

Finally, on Monday 6th., we have our social, 
Offerton this time and the Gardeners Arms. mf 
you want any more information, please 'phone me, 
John Clarke, on 477 1973 at night or 831 7222 
ext. 307 during the day. 

REAL ALE IN CENTRAL & SOUTH MANCHESTER ~ UPDATE. 

A very welcome new outlet for real ale in the City 
Centre is Mr. Thomas's Chop House on Cross Street, 
now serving Thwaites Best Mild and Bitter on Hand­
pump. Elsewhere in the centre the Coach & Horses 
is using one of its pumps to give Mitchells ESB 
a try - early sales have been encouraging, not 
surprising as the beer has been in very good 
condition and at 86p fairly priced for a beer 
of this strength. 

Finally, the Old Garratt has replaced Higsons 
Mild with handpumped Boddingtons Mild. 

JOHN AND ANNE NAGEL WELCOME YOU TO THE 

jil\JJ1!l~<fW~\[Q . 
********** ~1\..:ffll~ ******* 

FREE HOUSE, CHESTERGATE, STOCKPORT 

HANDPULLED TRADITIONAL BEERS from 

TETLEY. WALH~llS.IND COOPE 

I ~!.~A!."!!.N.E~ 4 
FOOD ALWAYS AVAILABLE! ..... . 

live entertainment -fridays 
&sundays 

FRIDAYS: PADDY FEERY AND THE 
BLARNEY BOYS 

SUNDAYS: PETER CARBERRY' s 
IRISH BAND 

Tel. 429 07/6 



For this months' pub-crawl we chose a leisure 
ly ramble along the banks of the Goyt, on a 
beautiful, clear Spring evening. The Portwood 
district of Stockport may lack something in 
scenic beauty compared with the delights of 
Fernilee & Errwood higher up the river, but i 
certainly makes up for it in the quality and 
variety of real ales and pubs. As always, the 
opinions expressed are purely those of indiv­
idual CAMRA members on one particular night. 

1 We started at the Arden Arms, an immaculately 
kept, classic pub tucked away behind ASDA. We 
sat in the unique snug that can only be reach 
ed by walking through the bar, savouring the 
handpulled Robinsons Best Mild & Best Bitter, 
which were both in very good condition. We 
could happily have stayed there all night, 
but in the interest of research we had to tear 
ourselves away and proceed to the Stanley 
Arms. This is a plain Wilsons pub where the 
mild was of ~vera~e quality and the bi~{r a 
little better. Interestingly the pub has~been 
re-signed in the new Wilsons colours, suggest-

C!&ptning m:imt~ 

I'm a 
[l{l'ffi;(!tq n 1 
and I'm now available 
for hire . .... 

Just ring 061-480 0110 
·for further details 

ing a question-mark over its future. 1---------------------------j 
each other on the junction of Newbridge Lane and 

Further along Newbridge Lane is the Midway, Carrington Street. The Park, recently modernised 
a comfortable one-bar free house serving and busy, offered Wilsons Mild and Bitter, both 
Tetley mild & Bitter, Boddingtons, Thwaites & above average, and Websters Bitter, which found 
Burtonwood Bitters & Marstons Pedigree - prob- no takers despite being pushed by the bar staff 
ably the best choice of beers in Stockport when just bitter was requested. What does this 
and all at very reasonable prices. We sampled say about the future of Wilsons? Unusually we 
the Thwaites & Boddingtons (both good), while THE. PooTWOOD [oAWL 
I at least gave the Burtonwood full marks. ~ ~ 

Next to two Wilsons pubs almost opposite 

THE 
MANCHESTER ARMS 

STOCK PORT 
Tel 061 480 2852 

. CLASSIC JUKE BOX 

• 
BIKERS WELCOME 

• 
ROBINSONS FINEST 

ALES 

• 
MARTIN & SANDY 

K.1vcR. 

® 

KEY .- 1 - AliiJ€N A£V.5,. :l- STA.NLeY A.e.Ms; 

7- MIDINAY . q - PALK . 5- ~1Ft£ VOt..vA/Tfft.R.; 
-.) / " 
o -COACH~HoiS£5.,-7-IiLINNINC70N INN; g- 0£1) KtNv.,-

9- .eAtLWAY · tO- QU€CNS.,· 11- K1N6S ~.$ 



were too early for the happy hour, which lasts from 
8-30 to lOpm. The Rifle Volunteer was quieter, and 
a rather nondescript pub, but the Wilsons Mild was 
good and the Bitter above average, as was the 
Websters which we did try here. 

We now turned back towards the centre of Stockport 
and diverted off Carrington Street to Boddingtons' 
Coach & Horses on Mersey Street. This bustling two­
roomer was previously hidden away in the back 
streets but is now clearly visible from the new 
Ring Road. The electrically pumped mild and bitter 
were both in good condition. 

Back to Great Portwood Street and an area where 
the pubs cluster thickly together - a distinct 
advantage later on in the crawl. First was Robinsons 
Brinnington Inn, a comfortable 1950s style pub 
which seemed to appeal mainly to older drinkers. 
The Best Mild was considered good and the Best 
Bitter a little above average, both beers again on 
electric pumps. Almost next door is the Old King, 
the only real Bass outlet in central Stockport, 
which brought a change in atmosphere with a young 
and lively clientele. Three beers are available 
on handpump, Special Bitter and Stones Bitter, 
both of ~hich were marked average to good, and Bass 
light, which was thought good by the one person 

epttdng ~imri t)agrS 

Tiaktr~ Yault~ 
MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT 

FINE ROBINSONS-- AL E.S 

superb cuisine 
every lunchtime ~ 
full a la carte mon.­
sat. evenings oJ(. 

SUNDAYS- Return of the 
BOOGIE CLUB 

_WEDNESDAYS 
_ ~ - John Brett. & 

Norman Beaker 

who tried it. with bric-a-brac of various descriptions, 
including a full-size dummy behind the Across the street to Wilsons' Railway, again lively 
bar pulling at a set of handpumps. The and busy, with an open-plan interior. The handpumpe 
handpumps are dummies too, as the Robinsons mild was above average, the bitter not quite up to 
Best Mild and Best Bitter are on electrics, this standard. Then the Queens, not a pub for those 
unusually dispensing into brim measure of delicate aesthetic sensibilities, being packed 

------------------------------------------------------~glasses, resulting in a very small head. 

Weddings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Conferences etc. 

Just phone the Management for details 

Gransmoor, 1417 Aston Old Road, Openshaw 
~John and Christine Gardner 370 1397 
Hot and Cold Meals & Buffets available 

Gorton Arms, Claves Street, West Gorton 
~ Stanley and Denise Johnson 223 0318 

Hot and Cold Meals & Buffets available 

Osborne House, Rochdale Road, Colleyhurst 
'E!t Richard and Marilyn Jones 205 4831 

Cold Buffets & Snacks available 

Selection of Fine Wines & Spirits 
Banks's Superb Traditional Draught Ales 

The mild was quite acceptable, but the 
bitter was generally considered poor, and 
was certainly the worst beer of the night. 

Onto the last lap, and Boddingtons' Kings 
Arms, where bitter on a keg-type free flow 
electric pump was the only real ale avail­
able. It was in good condition, but the pub 
itself was a dull and characterless place 
noticeably less busy than any of the 
previous five. It's on a prime site opposite 
the new Sainsbury's and Asda stores and 
surely would benefit from a modest re­
furbishment to improve its appeal. 

Finally, we returned to the Arden Arms for 
last orders. The mild was still very good, 
but the bitter - it must be said - was 
slightly cloudy, although still perfectly 
acceptable. The pub was very crowded, and 
the pub cat obviously thought that the 
safest way to cross the room was across 
peoples shoulders rather than at floor level. 
So ended an evening which - although a few 
critical comments were made - the average 
standard cif pubs and cellarmanship was much 
higher than on many of these crawls, and 
poor beer was noticeable by its rarity. 



_______________________________________________ ! 

KEVIN & SUE WELCOME YOU 

To The Swan. 
with 

Two Necks 
OPP. WOOLWORTHS, PRINCES ST., STOCKPORT 

ROBINSONS BEST BEERS. 

HOT & COLD LUNCHTIME FOOD. 

CHILDRENS' ROOM. 

A HAVEN IN THE SHOPPING PRECINCT I 

BRAINLESS BASS LOSE HOPE 
You have to hand it to Bass - they really have a gehius 
for getting things wqong. They have recently spent what 
must be a considerable sum of money refurbishing the 
HOPID on Wellington Road North, Heaton Norris, revealing 
a striking, attractive blue-gold mosaic 'Hardy's Crown 
Ales' fi]':i:eze around the roof line, resulting in a very 
attractive looking pub. On an historical note Hardy's 
Brewery was on Renshaw St., in Hulme, taken over joint­
ly by Ind Coope & the Cornbrook Brewery in 1962. Corn-

HlRDYS' 

brook at that time were owned 
by Northern Breweries who, 
through a series of mergers 
became the Bass we know and 
love today! Hardy's Brewery was 
demolished in 1985 - amongst 
their beers was the unusually 
named Happy Man Bitter, so 
called after a pre-war race 
horse owned by one of the Hardy 
family. 
After the money spent on the 
f\ ·r ~:r.· 

Hope you might have thought 
could have put some real ale on 
at the same time - but NO! 

THE GLADSTONE 
Lower Hillgate,Stockport,061,4808359, 
a fine unspoilt pub now under 
NEW MANAGEMENT- PAT & PAULINE O'SULLIVAN 

Handpumped TETLEY ALES,mild and bitter, 

HOME COOKED FOOD AT LUNCHTIME 
. Live Music on Wed. 3rd & lOth, Thu 18th & 25th~ 
with top folk group ~ 

SULLY, SUZIE AND FRIENDS ........... who play 
a variety of folksongs and jigs on; ,£?"' 
banjo ,flute, whistle, bouzouki, spoons, .'.'L_;. 
bones, bodhr an and mouth organ. ; ~i~ 

(for group, phone Sully) '"~\ . · 
0625-610849 ·~ 
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Stockport & South Manchester CAMRA Pub 
of the Month Award for June goes to the 
CROWN, Hillgate. Known locally as the 
'Corner Cupboard' the Crown epitomises 
all that the Campaign asks for - a fine, 
unchanged, traditional local - no frills, 
no juke-box, no one-armed bandits, j.ust 
excellent handpulled Wilsons Mild & 
Bitter, the cheapest in Stockport, in a 
warm and friendly atmosphere. 

The Crown is a two-roomer, a 'vault' 
with a telly, and a snug/lounge where 
conversations can be held without the 
need to shout and strain the ears! 

The pub is under the able tenancy of 
Brian & Margaret Cumston though still 
in the name of Brians' .Mother - the 
family have tenanted the pub for over 
80 years and Brian was . born there! 

Come along on the 25th., June- you 
won't be disappointed!! 

GO FOR GROVE? 
As we go to press, Wilsons Grove, Ashton 
Old Road, Openshaw, is closed for a 
fortnight for re-furbishment and is due 
to open on May 20th. A little tasteful 
attention would not come amiss at this 
latterly rather dowdy pub - let's hope 
Wilsons do a good job. Also of interest 
will be the beer range on re-opening -
it would be nice to see traditional 
Mild make a come back. 

NOW AVAILABLE - "OPENING TIMES" POSTAL 
SALES ~ For six months editions of 
'Opening Times' just send a cheques or 
Postal Order (payable to 'Opening Times' 
fon r£1.00 (or a £1 coin) to: 'O.T.' 
Postal S~les, 45, Bulkeley Street, 
Edgeley, Stockport SK3 9HD. 

I 



ASK THE FAMILY! 
By Jim Flynn. 

Looking for a decent pint when you take the 
family out for the afternoon? Well, here are 
just a few ideas all within approximately 
half-an-hours drive. 

The Castlefield Urban Heritage Park is the 
Country's first & can be found just off 
Deansgate on Liverpool Road (5 minutes from 
Deansgate Railway Station.) It comprises of 
4 main elements: the Museum of Science & 
Indus:try on the site of the Worlds oldest 
railway station with the UKs largest collect­
ion of working exhibits; the Air & Space 
Museum, the Roman Fort which shows Manchester ' 

®prning m:imr~ ~agt7 · 

TJJoar£) f!)eab 
MARKET PLACE, STOCKPOR 

TEL.480-3978 
FOOD 

DAILY 

6D:A)JS 
LIVE MUSC)C 61'l99Q.lcz;s 
* SAM SMITHS REAL ALES * 

earliest remains & finally the Park's Trans- ~----------------------------------------------~ 
port legacy in the form of canals, railways & 
river navigation systems. It's a fascinating t---------------------------------------------------~ 

place & it's all free. In the middle of the :!~~~ ~~~~e~o~:n;~~~m::~~yao!a~~g=~ ~~:P;~t~on • 
complex is the White Lion which serves a 

Arms Yz a mile back towards Manchester at Moss Nook surprisingly pleasant pint of Cheaters Bitter. 
where you will see no lager boxes or indeed any & Mild & lunchtime meals and snacks during 
kind of keg only electric pumps for the excellent the week. Although there's no childrens room 
Robin~ons Mild & Best Bitter. Lunchtime meals (though they seem to be relatively lax) you 
are available (except Bank Holidays) and can be can sit outside with your food & drink and 
eaten in the pub itself or in the beer garden imagine yourself back 2000 years as you look 

across the Roman Fort. where you can watch the planes land .at the 
nearby airport. 

If you fancy industrial history in a more 
History of a more gentle kind can be found at 

rural setting then try the Styal Country Park Dunham Massey Hall off the A56 3 miles SW of 
& Quarry Bank Mill. Here the thundering looms Altrincham. The 18th., century house has a fine & intricate spinning help bring back to life 

collection of furniture and silver & portraits the best preserved Georgian cotton mill in 
as well as extensive grounds with nature trails. the country along with its cottages all set 

in unspoilt countryside. The huge water wheel ~earby is the Rope & Anchor selling Boddingtons 
Mild & Bitter. Your lunch again can be had either is now working and the place is well worth 
in the pub or the beer garden. finding, well signposted from the A34. Previ-

omsly ;I would have recommended the Ship Inn, For a change from the past why not visit the 
round the corner from the Park, however on nature reserve at Etherow Country Park, Compstall. 
my last visit the Wilsons was off leaving Before taking the trail to see wildfowl & huge 
only the ubiquitous Websters Bitter & Choice fresh water fish call of at the Andrew Arms, a 

~--~-------------------------------------------1 cosy Robinsons pub on George St. There is a 

Stockport Flooring 

Layflat 
Floor Sanding 

Wood 

Tiles 

Carpet Tiles 

Lino 

· - Free Estimates -

Telephone~ 06/· 480 · 6624 (Evenings) 

dining room & the pub is relatively tolerant 
(within the law!) with children in the pub. 

If ~ou like your countryside more dramatic then 
take a trip to the higher reaches of the Goyt to 
the Fernilee reservoir. There are a number of . 
pubs to choose from on your way - the Highwayman 
near Rainow is a 400 year old pub with Thwaites 
Bitter & very reasonably priced lunches. It's 
easily found on the A5002 north of Rainow & you 
can take the scenic route from Stockport by turning 
right at Disley station. Turn left after the pub & 
the road takes you through stunning moorlands to 
the reservoirs. You have a choice of numerous 
rambles including a hike over Shining Tor to the 
Cat & Fiddle pub for another pint of Robinsons. 



READ 
ALL 

ABOUT 
IT! 

HYDES have applied for 
permission to make alter­
ations to the entrances 
at the appropriately 
named ANVIL, Wythenshawe. 
************************ 
~IENE 'I'BARB ddt!it iLHtif! to 
proliferate - someone has 
applied for permission to 
convert 6, Lapwing Lane, 
West Didsbury into one 
of the same. 
************************ 
BODDINGTONS have announce 
a £9 million plan to re­
furbish many of their 
houses. Perhaps they'll 
get round to the CROWN, 
Heaton Lane, where Jim & 
Alice Knight have been 

t8agr s 
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., Tl1e ;~ 
. · Nt4rsery Inrl ;t 
' '· . i~· . ,;,• GREEN LANE, JJEATON NORRIS 

STOCK PORT 
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waiting to have the place~--------------------------------------------------~ 
re-wired almost since 
they moved in 2 years ago 
************************ 

HOLTS have now started work at their new pub 
on Broom Lane, Levenshulme and over in Stockpor 
ROBINSONS have begun on the replacement for 
the Grapes at the end of Waterloo Road which 
got the chop due to a road scheme. 
********************************************** 
THE FLYING DUTCHMAN on Hillgate was boarded 
up as we went to press. We understand that 
Robinsons intend to move the pub back about 
two feet, which could presumably involve 
virtual demolition. Rumours about the pub have 
c.irculated for years and it's fair to say that 
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Children Welcome 11-3 & 5.30-lpm 
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almost anything would be an improvement. 
*********************************************** 
MARSTONS have announced that they will probably 
be phasing out their Mercian Mild in favour of 
Burton brewed Border Mild as they consider this 
to be a superior brew & it must be admitted 
that there's something in this. No sign of it 
yet in any of the South Manchester outlets but, 
as usual, we will keep you posted . 
*********************************************** 
J.R ! 's (ex Rams Head, Hillgate) opened just 
before we went to press. We are lookrung for 
a sartorially elegant member to investigate 
as the Editor was advised that he was improperly 
dressed to be allowed admission. 
*********************************************** 
Mindless violence has claimed another victim. 
A gang of youth went on the rampage last month 
in Stockport & wrecked the UPS & DOWNS, Well­
ington St. The incident resulted in the door­
man losing the sight of one eye and the pub is 
now boarded up with a question mark over its 
future. 
*********************************************** 
BASS are to do something with the fire damaged 
(iJLARENCE on Wilmsl@W Road, Rusholme. The plans 
involve a partial removal of the 2nd., floor 
& small extensions to the ground floor. There 
wouf d also be a complete r e-vamp of the internal 
layout with a lounge occupying what were the 
two rooms at the front with a new vault plus 
pool and darts areas to the rear on the left. 
Perhaps they will also see their way to insta­
lling cask beer in view of their new found 
'tommitment' to the stuff. 
*********************************************** 
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