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P U B P R I C E L I S T S CAHRA SURVEY 

SHOWS l/3rd OF PUBS IGNORE THE LAW. 

As mentioned some months ago, members of the local 
CAMJRA Branch have made a survey over the 'summer' 
of nubs in the area just to see how many keep to 
the£Law and show a· price list. The law states 
th§t a list must be cle~rly.visib~e and we we~e 
surprised to find that aesp1te thl.s clear rul1n,g 
afumost one in three of the pubs surveyed had 
either no ptice list or one that was so obscure as 
to be useless. So what?, you may say, I know how 
much drinl<:s cost in my .~local, who cares about 
anywhere else? Well, to be honest, we thi~ you 
should. Why? Well, the history of the br ewlng 
industry over the la.st 20 y ears is one of cont~­
uing di\sreg,ard of what the .pub-goer .wants both ln 
terms of the beer they pr e f er and the type of 

P U B 0 F T H·E 

M 0 N T H. 
Pub of the Month for October 
is the Junction Hotel, 
Cheadl e Hulme (by Cheadle 
Hulme Sta b _on) and the prese­
ntation will be on Thursday, 
October 24th. John Halt has 
been the Landlord for 16 ~ears 
and over that time has amassed 
a large number of regulars. 
The pub always s eems busy whet 

pubs t .hey want to drink" i t 'CJin. Th E:) l a t e I 60s & . . '" 
early '70s saw att empts to swamp the country vnth 
generaly inferior ,k eg beers and it was only t he 
activities of CAHRA whj_ch at fj_rst halted a nd then 
reversed thi_s t..£_Q..QQ . Al.thoug_~ ~~g b~ers_~ §..t._e ~~.,. -~-

- wi dely -d i s credi t ed the pub- go er t oday ~ac e s . 
pressure from exciting publicity campalgns to_.drl 
less than exciting and over pric ed lag ers and many 
pubs are being tastlessly convert ed into biz~r~o 
themes {I knew we' d get round to the Far Pavlllons 
again) or bland open plan laung es c (he.llo Robinson 
Our criticisms of these are often met with "Camra 
does'nt lr,.now what' it's talking about etc." and 
it's true- pubs and beer are a matter of taste -
so, this time, we decided to s ee how .the brewing 
industry measured up to a qu esti on of fact, how 
they respect your legal rights. In r espect of 
price lists they f a i:;L ed miserably. Here ar e the 
results in full: 

·her it be at lunchtime when 
local working folk take advan­
tage of tho meals, or early 
evening when the commuters 
stop on their way home, or 
lat-er, when ...people gather for 
darts & pool or to socialise. 
The imminent completion of the 
back-room refurbishment, i.nc­
luding .an open fire, will see 
:tiv-e--musr c & -en.tertainment..,;..i.s 
promised for the night of 

BREWERY. TOTAL WITH 
SURVEYED LIST 

TETLEY 6 4 (66.6%) 

WHITBREAD/CHESTERS 9 7 (77.7%) 

WILSONS/HOSTS 25 18 (72%) 

ROBINSONS 17 10 (58.8%) 

BODDIJ~GTONS 13 . 10 (76.o/;b) 

HYDES 9 7 (77.7%) 

GREENALLS 8 5 (62.5%) 

OTHERS 18 ll ( 61.1%) 

TOTALS . 105 72 (68.5%) 

Bontinued overl eaf. 

WITHOUT 
LIST 

2 (33.3%) 

2 (22.3%) 

7 (28%) 

7 (41.2%) 

3 (23.1%) 

2 (22.3~) 

3 (37.5%) 

7 (38. 9%) 

33 (pl.5%) 

tho pres entation. Other points 
of note are the prices (Halts 
Mild 60p, Bitter 62p) which 
compare very favourably with o 
other local pubs and the paint 
ings created by a local 
leisure-time artist which are 
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13f~IIJGE 
W/\TEI~. 

CHESTERGATE, STOCKPORT. ' 

FREEHOUSE: WILSONS BITTER, 
HOLTS MILD & BITTER 
WEBSTERS GREEN 

LABEL 

all on handpum..E, 

LIVE~ MUSIC WEDl'J:i:;;SDAY - SUNDAY 

HOT & COLD HEALS EVERY DAY 

UP TO CLOSING TIME 

WILSONS & WEBS'rERS D 0 W N 

TO ~p A PINTU 
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BACK ON THE RAILS . .-- ... ~-..---~.---PRICE SURVEY RESULTS - con tinued . 

As can b e seeJ::!. , Hydes and Whi tbr ead BankG 's have bought the former Cheadle 
. came out b est, but ov en here almos t RaEwGy Station (a bout ~way betwee~ the 
1.;··"'"2?%-of· th e ~ pub:s;:~j--sited· d-~d:-not 9-~np~~~ ~ _ q~te_,.,_a,l. ~,.~od~.i~s R§l_:Ll_:.vay). Since it closed 
.;:· : -vnth the l aw . - The worst p tfrfol~mers . :'<~w · ._,·~;~f,ew :Y'd"lrs. ag0 ft's-,..7had"7~ar:i.'ous"2- incfu;:ttr].a i' ~.;;·.., , -: 
~ -wur e Rob:Lnsons, with o.v er 4 out of uses , ;;md then~ earJ.y in 1984, Davi.d Pollard 

.· .. .. 

10 pubs with n o prj_ce lis t. a :ppli":d for a licence - he \oras obvi.ousJ.y 
pJ ann Ll g to dc. :rt orc;·Ting B?!i in. But n o~l;hing 

Of c ourse t hes e r esul ts may no t h ap:r:;e~sd , and ·i;h,~re h::Jve b0en no f u:ctber 
r epr esent the whole tied estat e of d 
t 

evelop~ents unii l now, and provids d ~11 
he br ewer conc erned , but we . t ook goes w.sll , we should be looking for a Rc:~ il 

r andom s ampl es and thhik they a r e Ale GaTi1l · , r 

p robably a fair gui deline . 'O thers' . 
cover v a rious anewories wher e the Letely, though , Banks 's have been less than 
samrJl e was too small to reflect r el- lOO% dedicated to Real Ale - they are clinging 
ably on thei .r pubs and h er e t h ere wer e to the gassy variety in t hree of their ac q_-
wi .ld fluctuations from lOO% with uisitions on t he \.Jirrall. To be fair though 
pric e lists to lOO% without. . all their Greater l"'anchester 1/!entures have 
We show ed t h~ r esults to the GMC the very welscme Cask r-1ild & Bitter (even if 

it's served t hrough electric boxes!) 
Consumer Services Department whose 
Director expressed his conc e;n at the REAL T ~__4BTAN TEL?ROR.IS'rS ???? _ 
rappar ent .high numb e r of pr emi ses 

Vlher e th e pric e legislation a ppeared Despite official denials, rumours still 
to be ignor e d'. He has agr ee d to circulate that Scottish & Ne\vcastiliih 's Mos s 
write t o all . breweries conc erned Side Brewery will be producing cask condit-
r eminding them of th e law~ a ltho ugh ioned beer within the next 12 months (it 
l a ck of r esou r ces me ans tha t th e cropped 'tP again while on t he Branch Stall 
r eally effe ctive way of maint aining at t he Castlefield &'arnival). A year aga 
th e ~aw , by i nspection visits, is not this would have been welsomw news but it's 
posslble at the moment. Eor our par t a different matter now - r ea l ale from -Moss 
we will b e making a similar s urize y Side Hould ca s t major doubts on the future 
next y ear and i.t' ll b e int er estin~ of most, if not all, of the breweries oper-

. to see i f ther-8- ~·:s ·any . i:mpro·v emen.t -. , .. __ ... ated by Matthew Brown should t he S&}J takeover 
If you hav e any thoughts oii t he ~ubj ~'~ t · -~ bicf . be'' '":Succ es sTh!. · :~. ~· ~-:" ·" ·-.~· 7 

pl ease write to 'Ope~ng 'rimes', all 
l etters will be publis h ed . · 

Finally, thallks to all those member s 
who did the groundwork f or the 
surv ey, in particuaill.r Stuart 
Ballantyne, . Jim Flynn, Halcolm Swall-ow 
and Paul Thompson. 

John 
Clarke . < I 

STOCKPORT' B A R 
eff Mersey Square. · 

Tel: 480 .5996. 

STOCKPORTS ' V.JINE BAR 1iJITH RBAL ALE •••••• 

DRAUGHT BASS, HIGSONS BITT&"t 

& HIGSONS MILD 

AT THE 

! 

F.AILS1.•!0RTH FAILS? 

It s eems that Ma nches ters ~nly new Brewery, 
Failsworth, is i n some trouble. A creditors 
meeting has been called and the outle~k 
must surely be .. b+eak. Tl)is _is a great shame, 
especially as the Br ewery seeme& to be 
facing a settled fututre vri th the increas-
ing success of. t he tied house, the New 
W~llington in ~yde. Two real ales will alsQ 
disappear, Failsworth Bitter and the excell ent 
Strong. Reasons for the failure of the 
Company will no doubt become clear but a l a ck 
of suitable free trade outlets in the County 
mus t ha ve played a part. 
=--- ·-·-------------------
WHY NOT ? 

Latest reports i ndicate that the proprietor 
of this unusual and engaging East Manchester 
Free House will now be stay ing put. though 
there may be some discreet internal altera ­
tions. The plan to park an aeroplane next 
.to the pub appears to have :been shelved. 

CJ..,OSURE. 

The r1idla nd, the big keg I'"BSS pub on ·Hyde 
·.Rba d at Be-lle Vue, -is , cl-•sed ~·until further 
notice ". 'vle avl8i t more d·eta ils. · 
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ROUl'ID BRITAIN DRil\1KER - An Eisteddfod Dia ry!. 

Part Two. 

Tuesday. No lunchtime beer - too much go i ng 
on at the Eisteddfod - but evening s ees me 
explorine Beeside a gain, starting in },lint 
a t t he ~-'hree Pi.gem~s , . Colesh j_ll Street, o::Je 
o:f' the r\J.bs B.s:J:cs 1 s ac quhed in the ChG2hi.re 
I fl.,Xl de~l 3YJcl nc··,v sellL1g elncb:-i r:--p1.1 :C1;vd 
mild and bitter- . This t u r ns ont to b9 ~he 
onl y pu b in t oh'n that op9ns be:lo:;.:·e. 6~30 and 
i s packod - I f ind myself wondering not f or 
t l:.e fiu.>t t:i.r,j c ~ c/:Ty ' ''"' in CJJVIRA b0 t!1er p11Sh­
iJ.1P.; f0r moTt"' J.i b ·.:: rc.J ho·;J.J::R v:hen so r.JFmy 
li ~CD30f:'-;3 dc.-::1: i; U3t) the hot:-i.'S "Gh:~y 1 '.~e got ! 
E,ventua1ly t h e George & iDragon on Church St. 
decide s to open . This is a Burto:l\vood p.:tb 
with free flow electric pumps marked simply 
Best Bitter & Mild - no indica ti on of whethe. 
or not ~t's cask beer. What I actually recei\e 
' Best Bitter' is a pint of pure nostaggia. 
Aft e r all , mos t keg beers t hese days have 
t he ga s turned down f a i r ly low and sometimes 
you even get a hint of v1ha t t he beer would 
t aste like if H was ' nt be i ng ser ved by 
a erosol from a dus tbin • . This $"cuff, though , 
is w'JT:'e Rc<.i Reyol ution - enough gas to float 
cmd. .. ai:rnJ.1:i..:p, dee1)-free ze t emper a t ur-e and a 
' h ead ' like an ice cream soda . I drink wha t 
I can of t his parody of a beer &. r etire to 
the Wross Foxes , Church St ., a Greenalls 
prrb which (pleasant - surpTiseJ ha s arl t hree 
\rJ'a rrington beers on handpump and on good 
f0rm. This is t h e first Greenalls Original 
Bitter I ' ve seen in North vJa les. On now to 
H..:<ly:-re11 1 where just by t he bus stop is t he 
e-z:cel l en t Volunteer , a dPcent Burtomrood pyb 
where t he 2 ha nc~pll!f}ped be~~rscan be en joyed 
in a variety of small 1 ow-ceilinged rooms , 
f ortuna " ely t h e tovm doesnt attra ct enough l 
t ourists to have tempted EDYtonwood tc 
pr ettify t he place. The Volunteer was i n the I 
Good Beer Gui de for many years but has bee n 
dropped f r om the current edition , in wh ich 
Holywell is represented by t h e Cross Foxes 
( I r::d Coope ) & t he Old Boars Head (v!i lsons ) ~ 
I know ne i ther pub but am det ermined to visi 
t hem becau se if t hey 1 te bett ertj-Jhan the Vol­
unteer they must be pre tty s pecial. As I 
enter t h e Cross FoxeB the pub is desert ed, 
the l andlady "-'latching television , t he hand­
pumps des titute of clips . I ask f or Real Al e 
and she says t here is none - no h i n t of 
surprise or apology, no sugges ti on t ha t t his 
might be thought to be ai) .UEusua l state of 
affairs i n a Good Beer Guide Pub . 'I'he Boars 
Hea rt is a bit better , at l eas t it 's got beer 
avera ~e Wilsons Mild & Bitter (7 2p) in. non­
descript surroundings . If e ither of these 
two makes it to the •86 Guide I shall not 
be pleased . After more Wils ons at the Beau- . 
fort Arms, a wou ld be t rendy bar v1here 
televis ion is the rriain f ocus of attention , 
I wa lk dovm the Gr eenf i e l d Va lley (interest­
i ng I ndustr i al Archaeology here, if you're 

-.,-:-· .... ..... -- .. , 
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i n t he a rea outside openi.ng hours) for good 
. hand pumped Greenalls ll1ild C'G Bitter i n the 
Packet House a t Gr eenfi eld, an attrr-l ctive 
be t -vreen t he v:ars pub , before finishing off 
i n I"k'styn at t h e 17t h., century Llett y 
( forn, e:::·l v 'l'he Honest TJJ;;m ) , \ I here both Burton­
~~ood bee;s aJ:·e on handpu.mp C':c are excellent. 

yJ c.~::~'-~ 0\r:Y.~·-
IJ11Til,h · [ -,_]i;;-~ in t he CathedrB l City c- f St. Asa ph. 
Onc.r:-) a r::·a in ;~u·'Y3 s c2m to h8ve tr•)u ble opening 
on ti ::a~ . rJ\J.~ :Ns'·" Inn, l mJor Denbigh Rd., Lee l'! 
mild & B5 t te:,: i s rea sonably punctu a l & a good 
pint . After pAssable Brev1 X1 a t the Bryn 
D:Ln;:; s on~JOSl t·~ the ca ·: h edra l ( ?1&B M.ild also 
a7&ila oi:~ ) I dro~ in to the R:::?J Li_cn on Gemig 
St ., a l o-~ely old c c3chj_ng I 'm ·chat 1 8 esca ped 
i ntrusiv e modernisat ion - i L's a Tetley ~1b 
tha t as well as Bit t er & Bu:?:' t on Ale if sell ing 
Banks 1 s Bit t er. Banks ' s seem to be g') .. estJ.ng 
in a fevr North 1Na les Alli e d pubs these days 

. I first not ed t he phenome non at the Crov;n 
in Caernarfon in 1984 . Banks 's is good bu t 
at 75p it ought to be . The f ood 's expensive 
t od - £2.20 for a bowl of Chilli little mor e 
tha n half t h e size of t he ones served up a t 
the M-aTbi'e :Arch "·for £L 25 ··in toHn . Nmv it's 

1 

1'1arstons ag-ain a t t he Bull , which ha s Bur ton 
Bitter a nd -Pedi .:;Tee on hamlpump ? mild on elec­
t ric And an a ma zing collection of bric-a -
brac i n t he l om1ge - t he Good Beer Guide 
ea lls it ' u n i q11.e ' -~,hi e h J:.s _:p~sh~n~ it a bit 
(th ink of t he Canny I'1ans in Edinb'_l:1~ 2.'h ? n ot 
to menti on t h e YevT Tree at Cauldon ) bu t it 
c ertainly g ives t he pub tha t extra s ometh ing. 
After mus i ng f or more Burton Bitter (mild 
also a;ailable) at the Swan , I finish t he 
s ession at the Talardy by t h e expressway 
fly over . Th is is a Pennine Hosts pub, an~ a~y 
thing they do to it - Sports and Far Pavllhen. 
not excluded - wi l l be an i mprovement on the 
pY' esent decor ~ A pleasany enou,;;h building 
ext e r nally , some yea rs ago it was done out 
i nside i n t he most ha m- fisted mock- ·T1-cdor you 
have ever seen - a particularly gru esome 
touch is gar:tilshly c oloure0 plAstic sir:::ula tillg 
s t ained g1'~;3s . ~rindows • .Q),~~ ~:.,~.:~r;'.;;~l.s;r.LP.::l'.::: .. 5.!. ' 

STYA.b C~SHJRE . 

PAUL & §,~:fu\LYN VJELCOHE YOU 'l'O THE 

HOHE OF HOI1Ei HADE FOOD~ ~ ! 
. . - ... -------------

HANJ}PlJl"'PED WHSONS HHD & BI'ITER ----·------·-· 
MARSTCNS PEDIGREE & - · - --~-. .. ........ __ ___ .. '<:" _ ...,_, __ 

VJEBSTF~qs YORKSHIRE BI TTER . 
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P U B G :R U B. QUKE ..QF EDIJIJBUl~GH +;}.;.;!ES.J_~ 

This month Pub Grub has been to one o f The Duke of Edinburg h ('ret l eys), Mill 
the n ewe s t pu ::;s in our area ; Backs ' s l Street 9 Cla yi.;on, r ecei v e s it s new Land -
The Lo ngsight in Bellee Vue o Opene d lord on Octo0er 4th . Fred Fox , who will 
earlier tb.~s ~ear the Longsight. re~Jla c ed . ru~1 t he pub together with a busin ess 
the ol.d puo of the same name whlch forme . partner , comes to the Duls:e from the 
part o f t he now demo1is~ed 1~ain. entr cm•:>3j Pr?_nce_ of Wales (Whi tbread Cheste:!'s ) . 
to Bel le Vue . From outslde lt looks llke Abbey Hey , Gorton . Some months a go th1s 
many other modern pu~pose built pubs 
but ~nside i t is cloar tha t a lot of 
money and thought has gone i nto the p 
pla c e , mach use being made of nat ;Hal 
wood , etched & s t a ined glass D Apar t 
,from the l arge lounge & vault ther e 1 s 
als o a family room, which se ems to be 
the trend these days G The quality o f 
the b ee r i s also h:;._c;h, which is mor e 
than c a n be said of t he old Lonesight 
with both l'iild (66p) & Bitt er (?lp) 
selling well (in Bar..ks 1 s Wol v er hampton 
ho me l and , mild sal e s a r e something like 
75% of the total, · b eliev u it or not .) 

ma gAzine had some fair ly uncomplimentary 
t h i ngs to say about the Prince of Wales 
b e e r folJ_owi.:;_lg, a Cl\HRA pub crawl r OlL':'ld 
Abbey Hey ; how ev er we b elieve that was 
the sort of 1 on a -off 1 bad night tha t 
can affe ct any r eal a l e pub (~t makes 
what cask beer iJ.~ter e sting they s a,/ ) a n d 
we expect Fred to follow in Pet e Traynors 
footsi ens by pro7id~~~ top-class cask 
b e er in.[ thi's excel ]_ent ' but under­
fr equ ent ed Tetl ey Pub . 

Spc:aking of P et e ~ h e and Harga r e t are 
n ow f irmly Gstablished a t the Bull 1 s 
He ad in Mobber l ey, a s plendid village 

I visited th e Long~:;ight on a Hon day pub in a p .sn~t of Cheshi re t hat 1 s blessedly 
lunchtime & business was v:pry ,slach:, f ree of t he l abradors - and- green-wellj_es 
i ndeed it 1 s ha r d to i magine wher e the · brig.ade . : Tetley Mi.l a ~& Bitter ~ as good 
lun chtime trade is likely t o c ome from as you'd expec t from t he Duke ~ are 69 
but this has 1 n t s to pped quite a varie d & 73P re s p ec t ively (wall this ?.,;,;.~ Chesh::..re) 
menu b e ing a vai l a ble . On my visit t here and for the fut ure t here's a cha nce o f 
was a choi c e of steak & l:d dney pie , Burt on Al.e as wel l. One big bonus o f 
lasagr_e or chicken a l a ting ( a ll a t t he pub i s a well - used bov.rling green -
£1 . 50 ) or a cold t abl e consj::-sting of so bring your wood,s ! Th e Bul.l 1 s Jiead is 
pork pie , c heese e tco~ from 60p . I I s~tuat ed jus t off the B5085 Knut s for d-
picked th e c hi~ken which c ame ~n a Alderl ey Edge Road , o . s . re f 790796 . 
savoury white sauce with mu shro oms & 

1 
. .. 

pe.p?e:::-s• Accompanied by genGrous por t~onf _QJf TH E HOVE . 
of ball ed potatoes ~ peas & carrot s . V b t · h t. o the fu.ture to Ian 
I f d ·t 1~ "'t t , h t "'·-·,h ery e s Wl s-es ~ 

oun l . a _,~..o."' oo muc . o .Ll11lS. . & Do t Brookes o f the Manche,ster Arms, 
a n d had t9 pass up the chanc e t o sampl e m 1 1. , ,r t _ R d st k· rt (Pub 0 f 
th · (60 ) 1 _ vve -'-llJ!G:D on oa? ~ .. oc , po . , . 
. . e cherry ple & :ream , p _Al_ well t h e Year 1981+ , 1 986 Gffi) who are movin,g 
cooked and pr esence d ( a l tL1ough ln a. 1 .J...l t · t' 1 1 t ·re o "" s tockport 
t t b h 

. ~ . r1 , f s 1or ~., y o ne . us 1 pas u s .L , . 

ray 7 1e c erry pl .8 reunn.,_e <.A me o M· k t Pl t t 1_ a r tl~ <=> t enancv . · t ) ... ar~e a c e , o a""e ovc "'' c. V 

school d J_ nn e r s a bl ··J , t.. he f ood a t . . , ,- _ t . , ,., c- r ·' "" t · t h L . ht . t . 1 )1 of "th e Bctkers Vaul S o Ian c..oSU_ e s Uu Ll 
t 8 o.ngslg ls c or al~ Y worcn a that h e i ntends to open t he pub rather 
.r y and desErves suppor • more often t han se ems to b e the case a t 
Final ly , i n l as t months articl e I t he moment ! 
desc r i b ed t he Thr ee Tun.nes curry as 
' no t too hot 1 • For thos e who insis t o:n 
mi sunders tan ding this ~ I was , of 
course , r efe:ri ng to the beat o f t he 
curr y and no t i .ts quali .ty . (OK Andy ? ) ! 

Jo hn Clarke e 

STEAK-·EI\_TERS NEWS . 

The Didsbury , t he Ber ni Inn near t he 
Cock that ' s bee n s elling handpumpe d 
Wil sons Bitter of l ate i s currently 
clos ed for alter a tions . Bc r ni rec ently 
mer ged with f ellow Gr a n d Metropolitan 
Hotels subsidiary th e Hos t Gr oup - so 
anyt hing could happen! ! 

OARS 

MARKEr PLACE, 
STOCKPORT . 

S.AMUEL SMITHS OLD BRE\.vEI1Y . BITTl!.:R 
---~--.,.._· ... ·- ·- ·'"'· '""' ... __... __ ....,. __ ....... -.--·-

.fl:_TB_ F510P;;....;;D.;;;A;;.;;I""L'-'Y;;._ __ -"-L"-r _\TE J AZZ A!'JD 
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AROUND IN THE TO WN : Booxers Bl]_ss -
The H;z_de· Ro~c:!~a~ 

(This is not a statement on t he quality 
of the pubs or beer on all occ asions , · 
but. our opinion on the night of th.e craw 

?pm, 30thc 9 August saw a hardcor ~ of 3 
hardy souls gather in the Rack,~ Hyde Rd. 
(Tetleys)", opposite Belle Vue at the 
start of what vras to be ·an oxc ellent 
Crawl. The Rock is a pl easant , s mall 
tiled pub~ quie~ at the time of our 
visit, but it gets busy later on. We 
were all favourably impressed wj_th the 
Tetely Bitter • . 

W~ moved on to the e~ach & Horses, Rob­
ins6ns, where our party was augmented 
by one. The pub has an wxcellent small 
vault, and a lounge containing an organ 
complete with organist. An i mpress ive 
a rray of handpumps showed all the Rob­
insons Ee:ers 8( their or:J.gj_nal gravi ties 
athough sadly the good Best Bitter & 
average mild were so~d through el ectric s. 

Then came the rural pub of the evenirv&, 
the excellent ValB Cott~ge (Wilsons), 
hidden well off the beat~n track at 
th e bo ttom of Kirk str eet G The pub is 
smaLL & cosy and full of · bric-a-brac, 
and is J.j_k e a coun 4~ry pub tl:;lat has 
be en transported i nto M~rich~st er. 
T'lie boor matched t he ' decor, iJJi th the 
Mild verging on the excellent and the 
Bitt er not far behind. 

After this came. the comparative dis­
appointment of the r ecently renovat~d 
and f airly quiet Lord Nel son (Wilsons). 
'rhis r)m ce again sold exc ellent mild, 
but oniy poor to av erage bitt er. 

We t hen went up the hill to the Friend­
shi~ (Marstons) , a multi-roomed, wood 
pan el led j_nter-war pub , again of a 
high quality. The Bitter was good & 
the mild no t far behind. 

Fin2 ~i_ ly we retra ced our steps to the 
Wagg an & Horses (Halts). This is a 
tyr~~al , cavernous Halts pub, with t he 
ori g :.nal de cor, r e sembling R 1950s 
stacJ, on wai ting room. Not .. only was 
the be er extremely cheap (Bitter GOp) 
but the Ivfild was superb and the Bitter 
very go od , 

A fu rther member joined at Hydes 1 modern 
Pineapple. The pub had a pleasant ~ 
exterior~ and forgetable iriterior~ and 
was fairly quiet until the jukebox 
started. However, opinions on the Bitter 
ranged from good to excell cmt fx: the 
Mild was conslder ed fairly goi:Ya . , e-· tnen· --lR-h.us ~f.:L...;-:J.i'.i.:;.l'.Le.d-a-craw:Lr_o_und_on..e'- of -the 

· · best drinld ng areas in South Hanchester, ambled on to the Suburban (Ij ees) 9 a mod-· in terms of variety, quality and pubs4 ern estate pub with a lively vaul t and All who went on the crawl would heartily quiet lounge , the l atter having photos rec ommend it for an evening out. of old Gorton on the walls o Whi lst t he 
Andy Cooper. 

NEW BREW ? _ ,_.A ..... .._,.....,..,..._,,;:c .... ,._,.,. .. 

We have a re port of a prop6sal to 
establish a new small brewery either 
in or to service the South Manchester 
ar ea . Ho pefully more news of this 
should be available next month.Such 

Bitter was good, unfortuna t ely the same 
could not be r:;a:Ld of the mild . The 
numbers on the crawl were expanded again 
when we r eached. the Plough~ a c lasic~ 
large multi-roomed Robinsons pub with 
ornat~ tiling. The pub is excell ently 
unsp~ilt~ but for how much long er? The 
Best ;Bitter was very pleasant~ but the 
one person who tri ed the mild r egretted a venture would be warmlY welcomed -it, and was unable to finish t he drin..kl 

I' Free Hou.se s take note'~ 
We then prbceeded up to the Ang el, a , 
very pleasant Greenalls pub, thi s time I('· ·. --...-- . · . 
with a busy lounge & quiet vaul t. From . C/" fl \ ~ --.-1 L F ·w.. ..· ( ) ( ) I' )\ 
the trophies on t he walls, i t is obv- ' ~ ~ ~ 
iously a keen darts playets pub. The j1 

urinals ~ontained anti-splash panels - ' 
rare these daysl All presertt thought thel 
mild good, although opinions on the 
B~tter tanged from exc ellent to OK. 

We then moved on to the Cott on Tree 
(Wilsons)~ a friendly pub with a smart­
ish lounge and ba sic vault, containing 
a Hanchester dartboard. The mi.ld was 
good and the bitter no t bad! Next came 
the Royal Oak, a pl easant Boddi.ngtorw 
pub knocked through t o make one room 
and containing false Wooden beams. Whil,t 

.. the .. mild is keg, the bit_ter was of a 
fairly high standard. · 

( HOLE IN WALL) 

\Hl SC'liS REAl, ALE 1iJ'EBSTERS 'GREEN LABEL 

HANDFLJJVTPED • 

EY1? Jf9.212..1':10.m!AY_1.Q_l3ATURJ!..AY & BANK HoLs, 

11 " ·;Cl ::'-00 
-· ·-< - -· __ ;;._ 

Fur1wt ion 
Room 
Ava i.J a bl8 ~ 
-~.,. ... ._ ... _ ,..,_ __ 



OPENING TI MES 

GOODBYE TO HAR'l'LEYS. 

It!s only about a y ea r s i nc e Hartl ey s 
Bi.tter first appeared alongside t he 
Rob:insons Mild & Bitter in the Cheadle 
Hulme Conservative Club - ~nd this was 
the : first Hartl eys in the South 
Manch ester (as it was) Branch area. 

This is a private memb ership Club, 
and sales, of course, ar e limited to 
members and their guest s - a further 
restriction is that the Club is only 
open . evenings a nd week ends o 
Anyway the Hartleys never really to ok 
off ~ - as sales declined, it was •not 
on 1 ~ but now the dispenser has 

disappeared, and it's back to the 
Robinsons. 

1986 G 0 0 D B E E R G U I D E 

'OPENI NG TIHES I S OFFERI NG ITS 
READERS THE CHANCE TO BE THE FIRST 
TO OBTAIN THE NEW 1986 GOOD BEER 
GUIDE. 

THE GUIDE LISTS OVER 5000 .;..0F THE. 
BEST PUBS I N GRI~AT BRI'I'AIN AND 
IRELAND, ALONG WITH ALL TEE }{EAL 
ALES IN THE COUNTRY. 

NO BEER DRINKER SHOULD BE WITHOD T 
ONE!~ 

WHY WAIT UNTIL IT AAA IVES IN 'rHE 
SHOPS ? SEND A CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER 
FOR £L~. 9 5p ( MADE OUT TO CAHR.r\ , 
STOCKPORT AND SOUTH HANCH.L:.S'I'ER BRANCH, 
TO: 

The Treasurer~ 
13, Styal Avenue, 
Reddi sh, 
Stockport, 
SK5 7DF. 

Allow 21 days for delivery. P & P is 
Free. 

fVl/\NCHESTEI~ 
WELLI NGTON ROAD 
SOUTH, 
STOCKPORT. 1\l~f'll s 
1984 SJ!i'l'1RA PUB OF THE 

FINE ROBINSONS ALES . 

BOOGIE CLUB EV~S'RY SUJ\TDAY, 

AT 8 p.m. 

MAKE 
STOCKPORT 
EOOGIEl!!!!!! 

YEAR ll 

\, 

PAGE SIX 

ROUND "RRTT.4.TN DRINKER : cont. frbm page 3. 

However the i,vilsons ' Ei tter ( 74P) is very 
acceptable , served t oth by ha ndpumps and by 
free-·flwv electrics - the first Ori gina l 
Bitter counter mounting I've soen for this 
means of dispense - and the lunchtime session 
had put me i n just the right frame of mind 
to appreciate t he afternoon performa nce of 
t he leading i1!eslsh Pol:f Group, Ar Log. 

Early evening I try the nearby village of 
Dyserth 1 but unfortunately only one of the 
four pubs j_s open by the time I have to 
return to t he Eisteddfod. HovJever the handpump 
Eurtomwod rJiild & Bitter in the Cross Keys 
are excellent, the view over the Vale of 
Clymd superb, and the LandJ.ords' even put 
the M~~ning Adve!~ iser out for his customers 
to r e<:; t , 3 0 I learn of Boddingtons' buying 
up pu~• :-' i n Blackpool! - Rhys P.Jones. 

Conclu~ed next month . 
--~-~-. ---· -----------------
9LASSIJ!'IE._;Q_ AD . 

PUB PIANIST lt!ANTED FOR CHESHIRE PUB ~ 
1 PHONE NOHBERLEY' 3134. 

·---~~-· -··--.. -::-----....------,;_.. __ _ 
OPENI KfG SOON" 
__ ...... . .... -~ ..... - . . .... '!'" . ... ----· 

Much Gcci.vity, both inside and out, at the 
Egerton Ar m3 , St . Petersgate heralds the 
fact that tl:Je pub will shortly be opening 
its doors again after a lengt hy closure. 

' Planning problems have c1 elayed the original 
1 opening date, vJhich shiuld have been last 

VJa r ch . 

OPENING 'riiVfES is written and published by 
1 the Stockport & South Manchester Branch nf 
, the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. Copy may be 

freely used in ether publications, but due 
acknowledgement should be given . The views 
expressed in Opening Times are not necessarily 
thos e of t he Campaign. 

News, vie\.<JS 7 letters and articles for 
inclusion are always welcome. Send your 
contribut ions tothe Editor, S.H.Higgins, 
l.f8, Moorcroft Drive, 
Bnrnag2 9 

' Manchester 1'119 lVIH. 

Cnntributors to t bis Edition : Bob Bromley, 
John CJarke, Humphrey Higgins, Ron Sproson, 
Rhys J ones, Phil J.Jevis on , Andy Cooper. 

As rercrted last month from the December 
edit i on. Opening Times will appear in new 

' format and with over double the present 
circu1ati on. In order to meet t:b.,e printers 
deadline for this first 'new' O.T. copy date 
for bcti Novemher and December Editions is 
Wednb3~ay , October 30th. 

Adve.chs ing i n t he new Opening Times is cheap 
I . and r eaches over a thousand pub goe;ss - contct 
1 the Editor for details. 
I 


