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P R 0 G R E S S . 

Oc t ober 'Opening Time s 1· r eport ed the rumour that 
Wilsons had sold a bout t en of t heir pubs to a 
Wolver hampt on based Br ewery . 

Novswber "What' s Brewing" says that f our Wilso ms 
Hous e s ha ve been bought: The Gransmoor in OpenShaw 
a nd the Gort on Brook, West Gorton - both South 
Manch es t er Bra nch Pubs - t h e Gr ansmoor has been 
clos ed f or s orae time , a nd the Gorton Brook has 
onl y r e c ently closed. The ot her two are the 
Mitchell Arms, Ancoa ts, and Osborne lious e , 
Collyhur s t, both i n t he North Manches ter Branch 
Ar ea ; another t wo Wil sons pubs may be bought later 

Th e new 'Lon.gsight' in Kirkman shulme Lane is now 
well a dvanced (the r oof i s on) and s igns s ay it 
x~ due to open a t Christmas o 

A.s Bank ' s br ew an excel l ent Mild , it will be 
i rit er esting to s eo how t his go es down with Man-

);. c~e st er drinker s ~ who a r e no·: r eally r enowned 
f or drinking l a r ge quantit i es of Mi ld .. Ther e 
ha s beon a s t eady decline over the y ea rs in 
t~e amo unt of cask mi l d avai l a ble - as demand 
g9 es down, size o f c onta i n er i s r educ ed, but 
t hen a s turnowv er f alls even fur t her, the beer 
go es o ff be f or (; it can he s ol d , and the inevi.t­
a bl e happens - Keg i;li l d t ake s ov er~ 

~:'Will-Banks-'-s e a bl "B- .t o :rtV"erse- t h"'Ls tr end ?- · 

I t 1 s a very diffo r cm t pi c t ur e in thei r trading 
area in the Midl a nds - t her e a r e even some 
' ~ild only' pubs o ~ 

Phil Levj .. son. 

P ·U B 0 F T H E 
~~~----~~--~ 

M 0 N T H. 

Pub of the Month for Dec emb er i s the Kings ' Head, 
Chancellor Lane , Ar dwi ck - Chancellor Lane i s the 
road t ha t links Ashton Old Road and Ryde Ro ad) 
c ~o s e to t he Bus d epot, s o i t' s e a s y t o ge t to .. 

I t • s not that long s ince John & Jo s i e Sullivan 
took over th e tenancy, but t hey've alr eady con­
sider a bl y incr eas ed the popularity of the pub, 
situat ed as it is in an a r 8a with many pubs cha s­
ing not that much trad e .. The only cask beer i s 
Greenalls Bitter, and many CAlvffiA members have 
cO:mment e d of th e high quality her e of a beer that 
d0e s 1 nt normally r ank among CAMRA s favourit es,. To 
compl ement the i mproving trend inside the pub, it 
i~ curr ently r e c ei ving a smart n ew coat of paint ­
( i~ould all be fini~he d by pr es entation ni ght) 

John l earned much o f hi s cra ft a t the Manchester 
Arms, Sto ck po_r t, w.her'e we ha d · a mGl710r able Pub of 
t h:e Month· in May, and while I can 1 t proElise a 
Mobn-shot fr om under t he r ailway arches, I'm sure 
it5ll be a night t o enj oy - th e da t e to r e~ember 
is ·. Thursda-y; DGc embor 20th " 
Rhys J on es . .. .. . 

,.t.. 

1 SPREAD' ' RE-OPENS. 

Aft er an overlong clo~ure 
Ro binsons Brewery t~:p -. o.n 
Hillgate, the Spread~~gle, 
r e-opene d on 22nd., ot~ober. 

' ·'l 

New tenants are Bill &:·'Katih 
Ellis ,who were former t ¥ at 
the Dilke Club on Ch~~~es 
Street, and latterli -~re 
r elief at the Warr en Sulkeley 
be for e it closed. \~ 

They promi s e a good +a~~e 
of lunchtime snacks ~~~ are 
adding Old Tom on gi~f~ty 
to complement their v 0~y 
tasty Robbi e s Hild an-~ i'Bitter. 

Opening Time s is writt,c=fn 
and published by the ~qpth 
Manchester Branch of t11o 
Campaign for Real A:tet t Send 
us your n ews , vinws a):,~ : 
comments about the pubs & 
th e Bee r to: :.:f 
S .H ~j_ggins, ~p~nin ·: Times' 
48, Moorcroft Drive, ~y}nage, 
Manch est er Ml9 lWH., · ''<"' 

The views expre ssed ;i:~ 
Opening Times ar e not )l>e C­
e ssarily thos e of the ~ 
Vampaign for Real Al e ~td • 

.. ); 

.PAUL & SHERALYN APOLO.zff sE TO 
ALL THEIR CUSTOdERS FQff 

THE Tm·fBORAin CLOSURE @f ' 

NEL so N~s 

G R A N D 

l.,c ·c 
,;; . ,. 
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OPENING 

A R U U N D I N T H E T 0 W N • . 

This Month; The Hazel Gr9ve Crawl., 

TJ1e evening commenced with a mere thr ee 
~~thusiasts- in the Rising Sun , a large 
Vf4-lsons House on the A6/A523 junc.tion o 
Handpumped Hild an9. bj_tter were on sale 
at 66p and 68p r esperitively. Only t he 
Bitter was pampled and it scored an 
average Qf 2 .5. Next stop was the Bulls 
Head, anotf!er Wi.l sons pub, l a r ge, 
modern and uninspiring where only the 
Bitt. er ~ · ~eal ~nd sold . at 70. p - t he 
m~s ; ex*~~~Ne. pJ..nt. of the ni~ht. It 
did nt pr:Ov.e vnrth J.. t, averagJ..ng only 
1.6 . 

By. t his time , the group had swell e d to 
fiv e and a r ~al treat next - Hazel 
Groves very oWn Hous e of HorroEs -
G~eenalls Re d Lion - Keg Beer, loud 
dJ..s co , f lashing lights - surely a 
candidat e for the worst pub in the Branc 
ar ean We did s p6t s6me bo itles of 
Worthin@ton White Shield bu t the y were 
no great sh~ke s t as ting as thoug h they 
had had the time to be c olillile very f amilar 
with the shelfa · 

'riMES PAGE TWO 

More pubs awaited, but it was 
late and so we adjourned back 
Three Tunnes for last orders. 

\ 

getting. 
to the 

A good night was had by all - Rob~ies 
seene d to come out best on both ~rice 
and quality with a couple of possible 
candidates for a future r eserve ~ list 
of Good Beer Guide pUbi. 1 

Alan Seal. 

.·, .:--~ 

THE SUN IN SEPTEMBER . 

As reported last month the 'Sun ~n 
September' , Sam Smiths newest pub; 
opened last month. Formerly the ·M;ilton 
Lodge, situated on Burnage Lane ~~ar 
Lane End Road; it is a plush puq :,{ n 
th e Burnage Estate , with very pl~asant 
decor , though not perhaps really- suited 
to the area . · ' 

' Business' people , in the main, seemed 
to make .u? th e bulk of the clie~~ele 
on my Vlsl t. .: 

The Beer pri c es ar e verY reasona~le, 
59P for Tadcaster Bitt er and 6lp~ for 
Old Brewery Bitter, both on handpumps, 

B~ck to sanity next in the from of service is provided by smart and ~ polite 
Robinsons White Hart, wh ere thr ee mor e s taff and a mos t agreeable Hanager. 
mombers arrive d .. Bitt er & Mild on 
el ectric pump - 66p & 60p. Bitt er scor e The pub has boen included in the ':new 
3 ~· 1 , the only pint of mild sampl ed was Gr eater Manchester ®ood Beer Guide . 
given a 3 . . · _ -~-..BoiL_ Spros.Q l)._., 

The Hazel Groves members loc.al, the 
Three Tunne.s was next -- ha.ndpumped 
Robbies Bi.tt or and mild at 66 & 60 
aga~n . This is a comfortable pub with 
s everal small rooms which does t end to 
g et ratqy~ full at times. Bitt er s cor ed 
3~ .3 mild a. ,5-. Next to the Grape s - a 
l "'r~e t ,.,..-1--\u! I . . . , 

CO\. e. , . ~·~~\Zr unl~1Splrlng .r"to binsons 
Pub, bltt er and nnld on el ectrics a t 
t~,e same pric e as the provious two " 

THE r1ALTESE FALCON 

Taking a br eak from the Host Tre.;l'tlnent 
of his pub in lat e No vember, Jlic~nsee 
of the Nclsons Ale House, Paul &~ · 
Sheralyn Sixsmi th ar e off to Hal·ta -
a prize from Hosts for the largest 
% incre~se in Sales in South Manbhester. 
Excellent Mild & Bitt er will continue 
to be served after Hosts have haq ' 
their way. ; 

C/\STLEWC)()() 
i \ ' 

(ftOLE IN WALL ) 

BRIOOE STREET BROW, MARKET·, STOCKPORT. 
s,c _,., .... 

T'EL : 480 5529 . •: 
I 

2~ 4 for bitter (lowest of the night) 
and 2 .5 for the one mil d d:rinker. We 
then und ertook the hazardous j ourney 
across the A§_ to th o Hors e & Jockey 
( Wil~ohs) Some d~bate about- the mild 
here . There were no pump clips t o show 
it was on sale - on r equest it was 
p~ur e d from an unmarked handpump~ There 
w~s ~ome f ?e ling that it tas t ed gassy 
brtt . an enquiry at the bar was met with 
irlsisten~e that it was traditionally 
s er ved . Bitter & Mild berth sold at 65p, 
b1tter scored l. 7, mild 1 o 5, · 

Back t o Robbies next in the. · Bird in 
Hand , a small, comfortabl e pub wher e 
Bitter & Mild are sold on electric 
;PUmps . Scores Bitter 3 .. 3 E1ild 3 .5o 

WILSONS REAL ALE 

PUB FOOD MONDAY TO 

11-30 

HANDPUMPS 

SATURDAY & B~~K tHOLS ... J 

2-00 

Func.tion room available 
f or 
r1eetings , Parties etc . 

'· ~ ~ ,; 
.\ . 



OPK TING 

,FIZZ BEER IN THE FOUli. TAIN . 

Stockport n ow boasts the only ' pub in 
Manchester wi th a fountai n! Whitbread 
may have been stopped from defacing 
the outsi d e of the White Lion on 
Underbank but they 9 ve certainly made u p 
f or it insid e . 

Pink wal l s , mirrors , plas t i c plant s 
abound . Part o f the pub i s now called 
Hudsons , ~erving morning v o f fee a n d 
a f ternoon tea ( ca n you believe tihs?) 
To add insult to i njury the cask Chest ­
ers bitter has gone to be replac ed by 
the usual range of f izz - yuk ~ 

Rear d at the Bar -

Customer : That was a n ex c ellent curry , 
are you a chef? 

Landlord : No , I 9 m a piss - a r tist like 
yoursel f~ 

MORE ON LOW PRICES . 

Happy hours apar t, prime contender 
for cheapest pint in South -Hanches t er 
mus t be one of our Halts pubs . The 
1'1ild i n the vault of the Gar r a t t, 
Pink Bank Lane, Longsight , is current l y 
5 lp - anyone equal or beat tha t? 

Ano t her under wraps . 

- !Ph e -&hur c+t---i"l'ln9 - A-rTJ:w±-ct~-re-e-n--;--i-s----.. -
c urrently closed for ren ovations, and 
i s expe c ted to reopen in early December . 
I t is expe cted to re - emerge still as 
a re cognisable pub. 

I RISH LOSS 

It wa s sad to hav e c onfirmation f r om 
O. T,, Edj_tor , Humphrey Higgins , of t he 
per s istent rumours that Irish min i ­
Brewery , Harty s of Blessingto n , have 
stopped brew~ng traditional ale . I 
renielnbe r Har tys with pleasure, if only 
for the remark of one of their partners 
concerning sel ling into the Free Trade 
in . the Wicklow Mountains: 'I f y ou wan t 
t o sell real beer round here you 1 ve go t 
toknow a bit about sheep! ' 

Rhys J ones., 

ADVEiiTI SE I N - ~ OPENING TIMES' 

The next edition of O. T . will be our 
Chr i s t mas nur1l:ber & we are offering 
special cut - price ads t o licensees t o 
Pa~s on Season s Greetings - a lot cheap 
e~ than the Evening News!! Contact Ron 
Sp.roson, 48., }1oor.cro ft Driv e , Ml 9 l WR, 
Tel~ 432 0059 for detai ls . 

TIMES 

SyKes 
PAG E THREE 

Wine 
l) cl r 

Heat on Lane , Stock~ort, of f 
Mersey Square - Tel : 480 5996. 

s rrOCKPORTS 1 WI NE BAR WI'l'H REAL AtE 

DRAUGHT RASS HIGSONS BI TTER , _ 

HIG SONS MILD 

AT THE GE (Jf~GE 
CHANGE AT VICTORIA . 

I t all star ted ba ck in Hay, wh e n . t h e 
off - l i cenc e next t o t he Victor i a i n 
Withington closed , as it was to be c ome 
part of t he pub. A temporar y par t i tion 
wall appear ed , bu t o t her wise l ife seeme d 
to go on much as usual . 

Then, in mid - September, the new bar 
opened for business - it was mu ch larger 
than t he old bar, and i l l umi na t ed 
' pladtic-box• dispensers had replac e d 
the old plunger type . Th e b eer i t se l f , 
of course , r emained comple t ely u nalter e d 
excellent cask condi t ioned Hydes ' Hild 
&Brt-r-er--a~ 601.5"" an er 6it p-=-ctjJJ:J'rt';; 

Work then s trarted an th e old Vauit a nd 
Bar area , and by early No v emb er the 
a l teration s were almost compl e t e . bu t 
although the new c a r pe t was down; the 
cur tains were s t ill missi n g. :: ./ 

Th ere are sev eral interesting f eatur e s 
about this conv ~rsion , firstl y a l though 
i t is now a one - pric e pub ( th e vaqlt 
was or i ginal l t l p c heaper) by n o ~eans 
is it a to t ally b oring one b a r pu b -
by use o f existing walls , and n ew ' wooden 
screens , there are n ow t wo di sti n c t and 
differ ent 1 sit t i n g ' a r eas, a Gam~~ Room 
(replac i ng t he Vault) & ther e is ' st i l l 
plenty of room for those wh o pr efer t o 

_. prop up the bar ( and 'bum-ra i l ' if you 
want t o lean in the opposit e di r~ ~ tiorn) 

Secondly during all these qui te c bn s id­
erable a l terations t he ~ub has n eijer 
c losed , so how can you hav e a n official 
Opening night? Ther e i s a date - .'?O t h ., 
N~vember but as this has passe d ano t he r 
date to note is 1 7th., De c emb er- : &ou a re 
assured of a de c ent pin t in plea~~nt 
sur roundings but i t shou l d b e a n ev en:iJmg 
with a differenu e - come along and 
f i nd ou t why & 1 



OPENLTG 

R E D R E V 0 L U T I 0 No -~~--'--.;;;::....._..;::._ ____________ _ 
Last m~nth~ 1 0peni ng Tim~s ' reported 
that a Pedi gree Handpump had appeared 
i.n the Red Liott, Witbingt on, and more 
were to follow~ The c onv ersion from 
the old metered di s pense i s now complete 
and 1'1ercian Mild and Burton Bitter 
have j;oined the Pedi gr ee , at 65p , 6.7:r:f· 
& 72p a pint respectively 9 _ · 

T}:leBar staff at this v ery bu s y pub 
may be taking c;, little time to get used 
to the new- fangled pumps - a to o 
eher~etic first pull by an enthusi ast ic 
barman and everyone at the bar got some 
of my mildl 

~R:;_· .;:;_0--=I~o~P~. __ .:;..G •• B_A_,_F _T .Q __ !i_ 
Sad1y, the Grafton Ar~s, Gra fton Street, 
Cbtorlton- on-Medlo ck, which nas an 
institution among students , hospital 
wprkers _and gener al boozer s alike , is 
to be demolished at Christma sc 

This pub has been in the CAMRA national 
G.bod Beer Gutde for several year s , b~ 
has unfortunately decayed in recent 
t i mes since Holts Brewery have refus ed 
t o spend any money on i~ . A n ew pub i s 
t o be erected on the sit e , and should 
b~ com~l e t ed by n~xt Nov ember , bu t 
how can a bland, modern es +:;at e pub 
r$plac~ a character ful local whi ch , 
al.though built· at the end- o r ·-the"'last ­
C~ntury, had such wonderful moder n 
i hovations as a stuff ed mall2.J.'d .. ~ · 3. )· 

hideous 1 60s style cloc~ which vir tually~ 
cov er ed t he , .J ho ~.e wall 1 . .n th e .smo l-~:e 

room 7 
1 g ol d ; recor ds abo v e the jul-~:e -- j' 

box and the big6est, noi siest elect r oni c 
clay pi geon s hooting machine in the ! 
k~own universe (mercifully this l as t 
~tern was usually out of order ) . 

And who could possibly r epl ace the 
dulcet t ones of th e lov ely Dorothy 
('Dot 1 to he r muckers ) who s ang out 
t he orders at lunch times f or ho t 
pies and mushy peas in a voic e tha· 
was l ethal at lOO paces? 

J}.h , life jus"t is 1 nt going t o be the 
~ame in fu tur e,, 

.Jock Strol l ero 

·-
Contributors to t hi s Edit ion of 
Opening Time s : Iilo ck Stro ller, Rhys 
Jones, Phil Lovi. r: on e Ro:.11 Spr oson) 
Humphrey Higgina , Alan SeaL 

TII'1ES 

MILD & BITTER --- --
.John Turrell writes a r gular f eature , 
lVIild & Bit t er, whic h appear s in t)1e 
'Reporter' , Sout h Manchesters ' qwn 
local paperc His comments are not 
con fined to r eal a1.e pubs, sa it· 
was al l th e more inter esting, to find 
that a large part of one o f his recent 
arti.cl es was devoted to comments about 
CAMRA , and it was quite complementary -
"we owe a considerable debt to CA!'1RA" o . "" 

he s ayse Ther e wer e a lso a couple of 
ment i on s of nwhat's Doing 11 

In a later issue of the Reporte r he 
makes some comment s about the changing 
licensees at th e Fri.endshi.p , ang on 
ano th er page there's a picture qf the 
new Bedigree handpumps i n use at thB 
Re d Liono 

------------·---------------------------------
~l!:ff ALO J3RE_yys "-
Dur i.ng a recent visit into deepes t 
Hertfordshire , a call at the GBG 
Buf falo's Head at Puckeridge r evealed 
that in addi t ion to Benskins Bitt er (its 
a t i ed house) Vi ctorias Albert was also 
on s ale ~ Benski.ns BLO Jim Axforq gave 
some more i nfor ;na tion on th e s i t uatiomo 
The pub took par t i.n a Benskins gues t 
beer t rial, taking several Alli~ d cask 
beeis in rotation fo r two months each , 
and it al s o st ocks, on a regular basis , 
be ers fro m the Victor :la Br ew.ery -a t War~ . 

'.:-'h e enthusiastic l andlord (a CAMRA 
member) s e ems to have been a ble t o 
persua de Benskins to support hi&. 'bulk 
~eeri policy , but it's thought to be a 
'one of f ' as Jim does ' nt know of ano't~her 
pub i n the Benski.ns estate whic~ i s 
allowed to take a t rue additional/ 
guest bee r o Another Al l ied gus t beer 
trial was due to start in September, 
i nvol ving, abou t lOO pubs ., 

JUBILEE 
6FF BELMONT WAY. HEATON NORRIS . 
ROBIN SONS 

BEERS. 

LUNCHT I ME SNACKS - LIVE !VIUS IC (THURS~ 

FRIDAY & SA'I'URDA'r) 

PABrlE~_CAT~RE~ FOR - TEL: 480 3321. 




