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Ask the ayer~ge . Stoc:kport drin.k 2r to nams 
the'ir f (;l,ypurit e dririk ~ e:nd ther e's a fair 
chance they'll say Robinco ns o 

CANRA cer.tainly agrees - that 1 s why s o 
many of their pubs are in our National 
Good Beer--Guide ·. · 

BUT - seek ou.t. the Robbies pubs i n the 
Cheshire and Derbyshire countryside , . and 
too often, while the b~er's ~till pretty 
good, the pub has be en raped - all th.e 
separat e rooms and indiv~dual features 
have beentorn out to make way for . p. 
s ingle large fac eless imper sonal lo~nge 

with nothing t o remind you of the Trad­
i tional Pub . 

I 111'1 talking ab.o.ut places like t he Whi.te 
r-:ors e ·at Di 3l ey , the H_oss Rose at Alderle_-y 
i!.; dge ~ · th e Rock a t New Mill s - the list is 
long and gr owing., 

Robinsons should take no t e that CAMRA wil l 
not stand i dly by if they try ~h e same 
treatment on their Manc hester and Stock­
port pubs. They hav e some fine unspoilt 
traditional- in the area covered by 
1 0peJJ.in.g Times' - we highl~_ghted three in 
our 'Pub Crawl' feature l ast month, while 
ano ther, the Florist, was our Pub of the 
Honth for J une, 

The balance sheet may say t hese pubs ar e 
owned by Robinsons, but their tru e owners 
are the people who drink in them - you and 
meo They are our heri:tage. 

If- you driQ~ in - or run - a Ro bbies pub 
and are worried about what mi ght be pla:hned 1 

for it~ tell us at CAMRA, either write to 
Opening Times or come for a chat at a CAJVIRA I 
meet~ng - together we can stop Robin.sons 
raping our Pubs. t 
PS - We hear t hat the Union, Reddish, a sup 
erb communj_ty pub, is t hreatened with the 
treatment. The Uni on is not just a good 
local, it's one of the best pubs in the 
Country- t hat 1 s why it' s been i.n t he Good 
B~er Guide sL~c e 1979 o If you think it 
shoMld stay that way, contact us NOW. ~~~ THE DRINKERS UNITED WILL NEVER BE DEFEATEDt I 

' I 
Rhys P. Jones, 
Chairman - S011th Manch est er Camra~ 

' 

E X T R A 

DEFEND YOUR 
ROBINSON-S LOCAL 

T I ME 

~he Stockport and District 
Licenaed Victuallers Association 
ha ve launched a petition 
ai med at s ecuring ll pm clos ­
ing on Mondays to Thursdays. 

Regula r s in many of the areas 
Pubs are being urged to sign 
an~ it i.s hoped to spread the 
Campai gn over a wider area. 

CAHRA gives its full support 
to any mo ve to lib~ralise the 
Bntiquat~d licensing laws, 
having l ast year or ganised a 
Nationwi de petition in · favour 
of 1 flex i -time 1 

',OPENING Tii'1ES I 

- is writt en & published by 
CAMR-A -South Manchester , s end 
us your nevvs ,. views and comm­
ents about the pubs and th e 
beer to: r Opening Times 1 , 

S . H. Higgins , 
48, Moorcroft Drive , 
Buniage ~ 
Manchester Ml9 lVVHq 
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A R U U i\J U ll ~ -r H E -r C) W N 
The second in a s eries in which CAl\1RA members 
appraise the area 1 s Pubs - this l'1ont h 

• .CLAYTON . 

The Clayton Area tends t o be one of t he 
negl ected parts of our Br anch Ar ea bi.tt this 
year a dtermined effort i s being ma.de t o put 
things right . With this in mind a crawl of 
the area was arrariged i n l a te Apri~ and wha t 
follows are the expl oits o f the intre pid five 
who t ook part. As usual not es were taken of 
pr i ces and drinkability on a range of 0 (un­
drinkable) to 4 ( excellent). 

The . starting point was the DUKE OF EDI NBURGH 
on t-till St. This Pub is a r ecent conv er s ion 
to Real Ale with a keen Landlord , and it 
shows in the quality of the Tetley Beer . The 
mild (59p ) s cored 4 and the Bit ter (60p) 3. 3; 
a promising start t o a n eveni ngs ' boozing & 

The secorid port o f call was the WHY NOT? on 
Ashton N.ew Road, the Pub itself,adorne d with 
window-boxes, fl aga and cano pies , l ooks to ­

BULLS 

HARK ET 
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PLACE, STOCKPORT 

T R I E D 

THE R E S T! 

N 0 W, T R Y 

B E S Tl 

FINE TRADITIONAL AJ ... ES 

BEST BITTER 

BEST MI LD 

t a lly out of place sandwi ched as it is between OLD T'OM 
two f a ctori es. Ins i de , it's r a ther lik e drink - ALL SERVED BY HANDPUMPS. 
i.ng in someones' front room with book -c a ses , 
so fas etc. The be~r s available were Bodding -
tons Bitter, Che s t ers Bitter and Matthew Brown J ohn Peel SpeciaJ all at 62p. 
The John Peel was of f and I was given an a l t er na tive o f Fo,c:-+; t:rs or HeinekenL. 
I s e ttl ed for the Boddingtons whj_c h wa s abou t a s good '7- d you can expe ct these 
days and s cored 2t. 

Nes t w-a s - the GROVE- Ilffl-;-arso on tne New "-: .... ctd . A typical :lfol t o- pu-b - v:trtual~ 
no sign, peeling gr een -paintw or k OP t ,_,J..d e and an almos t bare vault. Unuaaally 
f6r a Holt s house no mi l d ~~~ · . . ai l a bl e . The bitt er though was i n fine ffur m 
s c oring an a ver a ge of .iv r ·~ ov er 3 and at 55 wa s the cheapest of the ;ni ght • . 

On t o th e CHURCH = ~H~· on Cl ayton ,Lane , a small , spar s ely fur ni s hed Bass Pub with 
a good a t mo r: 1Jiw r e . The only Real Al e tWas 4X f.fi'lai. although the casual caller 
would ~- .J. We no way of knowing thi s s inc e a l l t he be ers were dispensed thro.ugh 
t ~ . ..:: same pla stic box type ba r mounting " One o f CAMRA s ai ms t.s to ha ve cask 
beers dis tinctly iden t ifies where thoy a r e a.lso produc ed in pr oc es sed f.orm. 
Howe ver pla~tic bo x or no , the b~er was in superb condition s coring j~st 
under 34- and at 5L~;p was : one ·o f t he cheapest o f t he night , remarkable for a 
product of one of t he Big Six Breweries. 

Next was t he VICTOFIIA on Croft St., s erving han.dpumped Wilsons mild aw· .3:1. ·~ ~ -~ =­
An excellent Community pub, the busiest so far, altho ugh to be f air : u' re 
no t going to find a packed pub a t 7pm! The Bitter , 58p, scored 3+- . ~ cc the 
Mild (55p) r eached top marks wi t h 4. 

Dr agging our s elves away we rejoined As hton New Road near tvr - \_'Llesters pubs , 
t he SIR HUMPHREY CIIEETHAM & t he DERBY. The troubl e with r . . :ry Chest er s pubs i a 
t ha t even if they had a handpump( t he .cask is only · on h ' ._ld:;?Uiiip ) the l as t time 
you went in, the next time it's gone and th e bar's ~~~1 of f i z z and t he 
Humphr ey Cheetham . has los t its cask beer. The han ~:pump po pped up over th e 
road however in the Derby Arms. The Bitt er tho1' 0 h wa s de ci de dl y av er ag e and 
sc ored jus t over l t . To be fair the turnover d.oes ' nt seem t oo high , we arrive d 
at 9- 30 and t he first pint tasted as ,if i+ had be en i n t he pipes f or s om e time . 

Next th e METROPOLE, Rylance St. A bus~· new pub, none t ho wor se f or tha t , vvitb 
a live DJ. Only t he Bitter was Real and scor e<;). wel l a t over 3. 

The final stop was the SEVEN STARSm As hton Old Rd . A s uperb unspilt Halts pub. 
Halt s semm to be getting it r ight when i mpr oving pubs , th e mahogany s hone , the 
gl asswor k sparkled , th e pub was packed & the beer fi ne . Mild,54P ~ s cor ed 3 & 
Bit t er, 56p , 3t . The ni ght had end ed was well a s i t had begun • 

. John Clarke . 



GONE ! 

The boarded up Bee Hi V!e on 
Pe ter sg~t e has report edly a t 
l ong las t be en s ol d •••• et o 
the Vernon Building Soc i et y 
who a lready ha ve offi ces next 
door . 

Tl-iE 
CASTLEWOOD 

(tfO LE IN WALL) 

Apparent l y demol i t ion i s t he 
next s t op , s oon t o be fol l ow­
ed by t he Ol d Count y Ho t el , 
o f cour se . 

BRi roE S TR EET BROW , HARKET , STOCKPORT . 
TEL : 480 5529 . 

WI LSONS REAL ALES HANDPUMPS 

Sad to s ee t wo mor e old St ock ­
port l ocal s bi ting t he dus t -
wher e next? 

PUB FOOD HmWAY TO SATURDAY ( I NC: BANK HOLS) 
l l-30 - 2-00pm 

FUNCTION ROOM AVAI LABLE 
The Aus tral i an Bar i n London 
has r emoved Fos ters Lage r 'cos 
it doe s 1 nt sell , and repl a c ed 
i t with Real Al e!l 

FOR HEETI NGS , PAJ~T I ES ETC. 

CAMRANEWSCAI1R ANEWSCAHRJ.NEWSCAHRANEWS 

The next articl e in t l 0 ' Round in t he Town ' 
s er i e s will featur e Hc:aton No r r is . 

Th o- crawl is . on Friday, 13 t h ., J uly , s t art img 
a t 7-00 pm i n t he Bri dge , Geor ges Roa d , and 
a t 8-- 00 pm a t the Silver J ubilee , off Bel mont 
Way . Come al ong and wat ch journalis m i n t he 
ma.~ing ! 

T'h e next Br an(' h Meet i g of CAHRA i s on Thur s ­
day, 12th., J uly at the Coach and Hor ses , 
London Ro a d , Hanche s t or wher e ther e will be 
speakers fro m Timothy Taylor s Br ewer y of 
Keighley. ~&is small, 28 pub , Br ewer y boast s 
a r ange of six r ea l al Gs and Landl ord Bit t er, 
wi nn er of a barr ell ful l of a~·: ard s , is amo ng 
t he bee r s a va i l able a t t he Coach & Hor ses . 

Al l vi s i tors ar e wel come t o att end ~ 

The vi ews expr e s s ed i n Openi ng Ti mes ar e not 
n ecessar i ly thoso of t he Campaign f or Rea l Al E 

ARDEJ::t_AI~MS 
MILLGATE , STOCKPORT. 

ROBI NSONS BEST MI LD 

BEST BI TTER 

on handpumps . 

'A fin e pubt -

Camr a Good Beer Guide . 

J OI N CAMRA - AND PROTEC'r 
YOU R PI NT ! 

Jolim Camra NOW by comple t ffi ,Tg 
t he f or m below and pos t i ng t o 
CAHRA , 34, Al ma Road , St. 
Al bans , Her ts ALl 3BW .. 

L/ We wish t o be come member / s 
of the Campai gn f or Real Al e 
Lt d., and agr ee t o bide by t he 
Nemorandum & Art icles of As s oc­
i ati_on of t he Campaign. 
NAME ____________ _ 

ADDRESS _______________________ __ 

SI GNATURE ----------------
Dte : ---------
Enclose £7 f or f ull membership 
f or one year fo r an indi vidual 
o:f f or husband & wi f e j oi nt 
membership. 

Make cheques payable t o the 
Campai gn for Real Al e Ltd . 

I TOLD 1 EM OLDHill~ . 

The Ladybrook i n Bramha l l 
s ell d cask conditioned Ol dham 
Bi tt er alongs i de t he ~adding ­
tons r ange. 

Not only is thi s the only ' real 
Ol dham cutler i n the ar en but 
it go es against t he trenc . 
sinc e t he Boddi e s/ OB talc~: ' over, 
you us ual ly only f ind K·O)g, OB 
Hild in Boddies pubs (l r kilff 
there ' s not much o f that i n 
Sou t h Man~h e s t e r either l : 



· _ .]i;,._· 1 ll'f.S A'J:' '_,_BE PRI NCE OF WALES • 
..._ ...... ~ - ---- ---· . 

.. 'h2.a Bass .2ub on Ashton Old Road, (near :t o 
t~e junctio. wi t h Ogden Lane/Fairfield Rd ) 
h&s just und e~gohe ext ~n~ive alte rat ions , 
including a n extension in:to t he a 0.j oining 
former carrier: shop ~· \!('hich has .no·;J bec ome t he 
Vault o 

Lic ens ee Mrs . Angel a aeard move·d he r e several 
~.·~ ;_ ~-; ":::;o -~':CIJ"" _ :'"" e _ F_? lf iVfOC'"' ;- B'n lRn.d .Stree t ; ­
Ancoats (the tiny Wilson s Pub backing on to 
~ h e Ro chdal e Can a l) and now serves excel l ent 
ha ~pumped Toby Light, 4X Mild a~d Stones 
Bi tter a ll at-the same pric e of 62p a pint. 

:~-::t ss pubs are a bit -thi n · on· the g r ound · in the 
~~~ou.th Han c hest e r Br anch area and so t he Pri.nc­
o f ~al es with it s t hr ee beer s (nob ody e l se 
has three ) i s a ll the mote welc ome ~ 

LC: ER AT THE VIC. 

-.~e Ol de Vie on King Street \1\fes t, s tockport, 
"'OGms to be c; oing fr om str egth t o s tr eng t h., 
~he Everards Tiger Bit]::__er i s now well est­
•;_blished ai1d . "a :fiith cask beer i s now b eing 
~- onsiderecL · 

~~l3 choic e ha s appar en t ly be en na rro wed to 
r.:'_ vi .. 0r Draught B.3. ,s s or Stones Bitter . Stones 
·y:;•_; ld b e a good addition to the r ange of 

L ~ ckport s' ~eer s a nd fr om the standar d o f 
I~~ other b eer s in this enterptising Free 
::iouss.Jvould c e2.~t_ginly he a good . pinJ . 

Y3 Olde Vi e regulc rs have noti ce d the absence 
o f the Keg Web ste:c'.::; Gr ,:oe n Label ·- appar ent}._y 
~t went so well ~t had to be sold o ff ch eap l l 

. --·------ - - ·--- ·-,--,_ 
The c on:t roverBial Gold Cross :Sage r :12Jilf! now i 
c.isappear ed fr om the Gn:cn.Wood ~L'r c ~ 9 Green -
":': c c~ ~::<o ad , Wythens hav·e -.:.. 1 ~"lo bo d;y l i ke d i t, I 
o.:r.ld j _t was too expensive. 1 Ale dr inl~er s a re 
·;n}_i.kely to s hed many tears over t he loss , 
;::.rt icul 'a r ly as you can get an exc ell ent piint 
of handpumped Tet l ey Hi·l ct o:b Bi tter. 

r" i e 11i .l ton Lodge Ho t e T on Bur nage Lan e , 
i c.~nage i s now c·losed arid boarded up pen ding 
r. ~L t e r a tions a nd r e fu r bishment by Sam Smiths 
··: iw a r e t o r e open i t as a pub . A very we lcome 
-(dition to t h e b eers i n th e a rea . 

Sou.th Hanche st e r Te tley ou t­
l e ts have just been i ncr eased 
by one , no t by a new pub , bu t 
an ol ~ one ·that has be en dis ­
covere d by an intre pid explor e r 
who has alr eady been awarded 
f or hi s exploi t s in fo r eign · 
parts~ 

It 1 s the Kings Arms , compl etely 
hidderu amongs t t e Walks and 
Closes b e twe e n Upper Brook 
Street and Ardwick G:b een 
South . 

Tetl ey Mild at 60p a pint , 
and Bit te r at 62p are -ser -v e d ­
f rom hand pumps 'wj_ t hou t the 
usual pump clips. 

' ,. .. .. , .. 
-~~-- ....... - -- ... ~'===---~.,.._=-_,;c·~.~=.-

SyKes 
w1ne 

IJor 
.. , 

Heaton Lane 2 _S t~ckpoJt, off 
Mersey -Squ·a r e - Te l : 480 59%3 

STOCKPORTS 1 WINE BAR WITH 

REAL ALE ---- - ------------

DRAUGHT 

HIGSONS 

H I G S 0 N S 

A T 

.T' .. R E 

B A S S 

BIT'I'E R 

H I L D 

GE(JPGE 
-~--~·-,-=-------------

Motor In surance. __ 

With thj s edition of 1 What's 
Doing and ' Opening Times 1 you 1 

11 find an AA Autoquo t e Form -
for a FREE mapbook just send 

-.:...-------------;·- off t he f orm without obligation. 
· • 1~S AND DOWNi2_::_ 

o~k ha 3 n ow s tar ted on the Ups & Downs , t he Cont~ibutor s t o this edition 
~~ :. :-mer Burtonwood Pub on vvellington Road , o f Opening Times : J. Cl a rke, 
. +0 ckport . Th e ~uil ding is encased · in s c a f - H . Higgins ~ R .J one s~ .P .Le vison, 
_(:ldL 1g and . a clearout inside :i_s i n progr ess •. l_ R. Sproson. 
,, _;.;~.~ur has l t t hat Ladb:;.-oke s pl an to c onv ertt 
j_t. j_n to a Snooke r JialL. · 

-...... .., _._. . . . ---- ·--· - I 
r· 


