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l'1any drinkers are now askin,g 11 What has 
happene d to Boddies?" 

At camra' s AGM last year, a resolution was 
carried which deplored Boddingtons current 
polici. es~ one of whi ch was 1 the continuing 
blandness and la ck of distinctive character 
compared with 10 year s ago ' - so Manchester 
Branches visit ed all their .Boddingtons Pubs 
to try and fi nd out what was going on. 

The colllillents from South Manches .ter members 
w·ere part"icularly revealing - average' 
bland; boring~ characte.:rl ess ~ nonde script ~ 
ordinary~ uni mpressive - these were onl y 
some of th~ uncomplimentary remarks under 
the he~ding 'character o f the beer'. 

Could thi s really be t he famous Boddingtons ? 

Where was that 'distinctive bitter tang'? 
and t he ' appealing nutty fl avour '?~There 

wer e some •bmplimentary remarks ~ but these 
were re s erved mainly . for the Mild , and~ 
sadly, about a third of the pubs have no 
mi ld (unless you count Oldham Keg). 

On the financial side , the Hanch (' ster 
Evening News reported tha t Boddingtons ' 
pr ofits were be low most e stimates for the 
year~ but the underlying gr owth was in 
line with other regional brewers. Be er 
volume _sales were down compared with a 
small increas e in th e U. K. marke t a S'v a 
wh ol e . 

Ar e th e drinkers voting with their f eet? 

Phil Levison. 

RECEIVE 'WHAT'S DOING?' & OPENING TIMES 
BY POST 

. , \ .~ 

Subscripti:.ons t o the magazi n es ar e available 
by compl eting the form below and posting t o 
D .Ecket t~ 82 7 Bcverlcy Road, Fall owfi e ld~ 

¥anchester 14~ Pl ease enclose chequ o/P .O., 
f or £1.90 for six months. 
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WELCOl'1E T'O ,! 'OPENI NG TIM~ 

This is the first edition of 
a n ew service to South Manch-­
es t er and Stockport beer dril~-<: L ,·;;: 
dr inkers. 
Opening Times is written and 
published by the South Manch­
e st er Branch of the Campaign 
for Real Ale and qistributed 
Free wi th '1Nhat' s Doing?' 

The newsheet will conc entrat e 
on n ews and vi ew s about the Ou~ 
Scene in our Area and will giv e 
det ails of Camra' s a cti viti.cs ,, 

We also want to hear what YON_ 
the dr inker has to say about 
the pubs and the Be er i n our 
Area- and also what you . t hinL 
a bout 'Opening Times'. 

Send yo ur v:i ews ~ news and 
comments to: · 

' Opening Time s 1
, 

S .H.Higgins ~ 
48 , Moorcro ft Drive , 
Burnage, 
Manchester Ml9 lWH o 

H.eanwhil e - CHEERS - and ha v " 

a good r e ad ~ 

The vi ews expr essed in Openin:: 
times ar c not n e cessarily the .:~ ~ 
of the Campaign for .Real Alp. 

SyKes 
wine \)c 1 r, 

Hc~·on Lane, Stockport~ off 
Mers ey Squar e - T~l: 480 599 ~ 

STOCKPORTS 1 WINE BAR WITH 

REAL ALE ---------------

D R A u G· H T B A s s 
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A ROUND IN TI-lE TOWN 
The first in a s eries in which CAMRA members 
appraisi the Area'~ Pubs - This Mont h -

STOCK PORT 

We k~cked off at the Arden Arms on Millgate, 
a well- kno wn Good Beer Guide Pub, where 
Rohinsons Bes t Mild and Bes t Bitt er were on 
sale at 62 & 6?p resp~ctively. (The crawl 
too~ place in early April so no guarantees 
against increase s since) As in all the pubs · 
member s ar~ ask ed to rate the Beer on a scale 
from zero (undrinh:able) to 4 (exc ellent) The 
Ar den sco:red a v ery credible 3 . 3 f or Mild and 
3 .2 for Bitter . The pub must rank as one of 
the ·little-lu1own gems among Bri.tains pu bs -
its best f eatur e is probably the fin e coll­
ection of Grandfa t her clock s which confront 
you at every turn, but th e mo s t satisfying 
aspect is the way in which the clasic lay­
out ,and design of a small Victoria n pub hav e 
b een preserved for the best possibl e r eason, 
namel~ th~t th~y s till mee t the customers 
n e eds . Not e especially the de~ightful small 
s nug (our Party of 10 was too ~arger to sample 
it) which can only be reache d by walking 
through th e Bar·area . 

S 1JVct~ ··r.\ 
·.JulxiEJe :'f 

' 

,OFF BELHONT WAY , 

HEATON NORRIS. 
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From her e we se t off uphill to discover what i s claime d to be the cheape s t 
beer in the Town Centre - Sam Smiths Old Brewery Bitt er a t the Boa:rs Hea d in 
the Marke t Place, which was selling at 59p. Scor es for quality avetaged 2o5 
(between .average and good) . By contrast to the Arden the interior has be en 
modernised i n s emi - plush s tyle wi t h piped mu s ic to ma±'ch . However the big 
thing at the Bo ar s :Ls the live music - a rock group was setting up whilst \'re 
wer e there although its the jazi nights t hat s eem to en joy the high est r ep­
utatio n. There ar c under s tood to be plans afoot for ext ensions t ~ cater mo r e 
ampl y for the lunchtime food t r ade . 

Across the Ma-rket" Plac-e and--ba ck on Robinsons~ a t t he Bul ls Head (mild 60~ 
bitt er 64) Hen :) , sad to . say, thqr e was a probl em with the mild 9 which 5 whil e 
not vinegary , wa s• uncharact erisiic of Robinsons abd was chang ed for th e Bitt er 
at t he r equest of t he memb er ~h0 1 d orde redcit; bitter a ttracted a s core of 
2 .4. The Bull' s . Head still retains muc h of it s old multi -ro omed l ayout ,. 
though th er e ''has been some· knocking t hr ough~ partllicula rly from the corridor 
int o tht:) front bar. It i s impos~ibl e to look a t. any flat surfac e in the pub 
without encount ering some • r emin~ er of t he Landlords' HSA origins -I gave 
up counting Stars & Strip e~, bui perha ps th o most bizarre art e fact is the 
f rame d can o f Schiltz on one wall. Int er es t ingly Draught Old Tom was still 
on s ale as l a t :o a s April~ but we t hough t it r a ther early in the ovening 
fo r t hat! ·· 

Next call 1ivas tho Castl evw ed on 1 the Brow - t ha t drops down to Gr.eat U,nderba rlk_, 
for Vil il son's mild (60) a nd -Bitter (62) . Quality came at 3 .0 mi l d & 3.4 
bittcr.This hous e now seems to ~ o r e - established aft er a period of c~osur os 
a nd it is dist inguis he d by a n unu s ual ·s plit - l ev el l ayout made ns c cssd~y by · 
one of Stockports 1 s t eeper hills . It 1 s boon r e furbishe d in a r es trained Emd 
t a ste ful menner to produc e a n atmos pher o tha t 1 s r estful and comfortabl e hc::t 
emphatic ally still a pub r a th0 r ; than an up-ma rke t cockt ail bar or s imil a r 
n.ons en.s e . 

Now on to one tha t 1 s more empha!tic than most - the Buck a nd Dog on Bri dge 
Str e e t . And a t l as t vv o 1 vo found; one tha t und ercuts the Bo2.r s Head (I suppos c_ 
it do es dcpdnd how: you d e fine the Town Centr e . 

I' ' : 

' ' 
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A ROUNJ I N THE TOWN - continuod . 

Boddingtons mild i s 54 and bitter 57p . 
Boor rat i ng s arc 2 . 7 ~il d , 3 . 0 bitt c~ . 
This is 'tho sort o f pub usually dpEcribed 
a s ' cthni r Northern' - ba r e lig.htbulbs ; 
outside t oil ot s and nicotin e;: staine:d wood 
work, r ound od off by. a for mj_c a bar .to p . Itt 
s till r et a i ns its corridor & side r ooms in 
s ome of which lurk pool tabl e s" and loud 
jukc - boxos . 

1'\' 

CLOSING TIMES . 

The Grove Inn, Norbury Street , 
St ockport cl osed its doors for 
good on April 28th ., prior t o 
rumoured demolition to make way 
fo r dev el opment o f the Area . 

Also closed i s the famous Warro:n 
Bulke l ey which has sU1H ered the 
same fate as its near ne i ghbour 
th e Beehive . 

Fina l l y we set our au t o-pilot s fo r Robinson 
How many more Wil sons Pubs are Br ewery a nd straight for t he front door of 
f or t he chop ? the Roya l Oak, on th u s lopi ng lane i ncon-

grously known as Hi gh St . First tl~c ba r e 
f a cts - Ro~insons Mild 59, Bitter 63 -
ch eapest Robbies of the night . Scores -
mi ld 3 . 3, bitter an incredible 3 . 9 , which 
must be the bee r drinking equivalent o f the 
First Division Championship . I should now 
say s omething about the pub - but what can 
you say about the Royal Oak? In the unlikel 
event you've not vi s it ed it , GET THERE AS 
SOON AS YOU CAN-and stay as long as you ca n 
No be tter exampl e coul d be f ound o f the way 
in which all th e be~ t pubs develop their 

A NEW HEAD AT THE KI NGS . 

Awarm welcome t o John & Jo s i e 
Sullivan who moved into their 
first pub in May when they t ook 
th e t enancy of the Kings Head , 
Chancellor Lane, Ardwicj. 

Serving handpumped Groenal l s 
bitt er they plan t o extend t he 
catering s ide usi ng Josies ' long 
experi enc e o f t he Restaurant T'rade . 

own character by a gradual proc es s of John is no newcomer t o the trade , 
evolution - it can't be ' sprayed on ' . The : .having been at the Rudyard Hot e l 
Royal Oak has t·he usual features you expect for 5~ y ear s and f ormerly at t he 
o f a traditional local , but what gives it Po co Club in St ockpor t and the 
it's specia l character i s the s t uff that ' s Ta ck o f Yorkshi re , Brad f ord . 
been br ought in over t he years by the caver. 
and pot hol ers who for m a f air pro por tion o f f------:----:::---:----:~-:--::~-:--:-"~­
th e pubs custome:rs ' - you could pro bably l ear<.n t he geology of the Peak Di.strict 
from what 1 s on display in the back room. Judt on e exampl e to give an idea o f 
the lovely lived - in dow~-to -eat thness of it ~11 - the mot to o f on e o f the pot ­
h oling clubs, s t:fu.ck on th e wall in the back :r oom , r eads : SEHPER IN EXCRETA . 
(S emper means . ' a l ways' -:. _ YQ~ _can probably gU.:._· ss the rest ! ) 

. . . . 

So there we have six very differ ent ..S to ckpor t Pubs - we' re not saying they ' r e 
t he best in th e tb~ri , c entr e {w& ~ll d~m~ ba c ~ t o sampl e the oth ers in future 
crawls) but th ey d'o provide a lo t _ 6 f variet' · in a small a r ea . 

See you on t he next crawl ! -

Rhys P. IIones . 

Next Crawl - Clayton , Manchester . 

NEW INN 
WELLINGTON ROAD SQU'I'H ! S1'0CKPORT . 

W I L S 0 N S H A N D P U M P E D 
H I L D A N D B I T T _E R 

LUNCHTIME $PECIAL -

PIE , CHIPS & A PINT 0 HLD OR BITTER) 

di scounts 

on. beer s 

at 

lunchti me 

-m . 

i-----------------------~-----

BANK~ '· S 

This 'tlGW Brow for the Area 1 

first turned up at th e Longsigh~ 
Inn, Redgat e Lane (a Free House 
at th o back o f Bell e Vu e ) just 
be f or e Chris t ma s . Work is going 
ahead on a n~a~by sit e on a n ew 
1 Longs igh t 1 a nd with any l mck i t 
will be rea dy f or Christmas . 

Plans a r c also a f oo t to .c .Jnvert 
the Br ,;ok House Ho t e l on W.ilm­
slow Roa d , Fallowfiel d into a 
pu b , and t o buil d a new pub 
near the t op o f Burnage Lan e . 
It now l ooks as if bot h those 
.s ch e:mes may run into planning 
problems . 



the Yec1 r1 ~H,J 'fEE GRIFFIN , 4 
HEATON HERSEY ~ 

The first Awaf d of the South 
Manch~s t er Camr~ 'Pub o f the Year' 
is to be made to the Griffin, 
Didsbury Road, Heaton Mersey . 

This famous Halts' Pub, a perennial 
entry in the Good Beer Guide , has 
twice won the cove t ed ' Pub of the 
Mo n th ' A0ard and was selected for 
the new acolade from a short-list 
of .t.ho.se . pubs vvl;i.ch r ec eiv ed t he 
Pub of th9 Month Award i~ 1983. 

-·- .. · ·- , .. 

The Griffin, , saved from demolitio n 
a few years ago , is a s ubGrb exam7 
pl e of a classic Victorian Pub -
with a fine bar of etc hed windows~ 

The presentation of t he Award is , 
to be made on Honday, June 11th:, i 
and all ar e we lcome to att 0nd . 1 

Humphrey Higgins . 
l 

r 
: 

PUB oF THE HON'rH JUNE 1984. I 
! 

The Sout.h Hanchoster Pub of tho ~ 
l"lonth for June i s the Florist Hot!el 
Shaw ~Heath, Stockport . I 
I -t .... won ... tho. nom.ination easily I 

.· · . ..... .. , . . . I 

b ecause as pubs go t hi s 6ho sums ' 
up what CM1RA is all a bout. Th:e , 
pub it self is old (first mentioned 
ab'-out 1820) and unspoilt, being ?t 
mu1 ti-roome d puh whi:,ch has boon 
gently mo d0 rnisod to k e ep its 
charact or.(A far cry 1f rom rip -it~ 
out-and-start-again styl e usually 
f av.our.e.d. by RQ binson.s. This , tho!)gh 
is only half thd s tori; th e o th o~ 
half is the beer, k ept in fin e fb rm 
by Landlord Alleh - as will be d~s 
covcr od by all those turni ng up bn 
June 28 for th e pr es\Jntation. r 

HAI?PY D A Y S. 
"1. 

. 'J'wo Sto l'kport Pubs ar e opera ting :varia t ions 
of: th'e 1 Happy Hour -1 - The New Inn ( Wil sons 
n ear t ho Town Hall) kno l'ks up t o 5p off 
a pin• a t lunch time . 

Y& Ol~e Vi!' a t Shaw HDath (for~orly 
Victotia Vaults ) is a fr ee hous e with hard 
pump ,;d Wi.lsons Bit t er , Totley Hild & 
Bitt er and Burton Ale, it r educ es pric es 
by a bou t lOp from 12- 2 Monday t o Friday 
& 5-30 - 7 Tu esdays and Thursd~ys. 

Priees ( and times) may va ry but k e en 
drinl'\:.ors will probably be happy to know 
that Ev crards Tiger may r epl a c e the Burto: , 
which has not been a vailabl e for srnnc t i n s . 

----------------------------------------------
CHANGE AT THE VICTORIA. 
The Off Licence n ext t o the Victoria , 
Wilmslow Road, Withington has clos ed . Wo r k 
has st arted on convert i ng it to a lounge 
oxtension to tho pub. Thoro will b ,; no 
charige t o t h e cask-c onditioned Hydos 
Bitt ,r and Hild . 

-------------------.----·----
NEW TROPHY . 

Cask c onditioned Tr ophy i s du e t o a ppear 
at th e La ss 0 1Gowr i e , joining Chestcrs 
Mild and Bitter, thG two 'houso ' boors 
LOG 35 & LOG 42, and not f or ge tting Bulmcr 
Cid er ( all hand-pumped)' 

----------------------~-- ·-

Mc\nchcstcr ~~~~NSONS 
/\rms PUB OF THE MONTH 

HA Y 1984 . 

A good night should b e had by aJjr:··~ :·.-"VfEt·:tft-ffr'BeN~·-;:ROABc·.&GU-T-H-1 ·-S-T.OCK~.ORT. 

J ohn Clarkc. J 
1 

\ 

.SCOTTISH IMPORT. 

Drinkers puzzle d by the Rob or t 1 

Dishor mirrot in tho Royal Oak , 1 
Stock~ort, should look und er I 
'Edinburgh United Breweries ' in/ 
'Whor e have a ll thG Breweri es G~n o ' 

,. 
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The next qu est i on - how did it 
to Stockport'? 

! ·;t--------------------...-........ ~--- ·-got_ I 
I 
! 
! 

I OPENING TIMES I - print ed and prb­
li shcd by the South ManchGs t er 1 

Branch of the Campaign f or Roal i 
Al e Ltd. 

CM1RAl\TEWSCAMRANEWSCAHRANEWSCAMRAN:EWS 

All ar e we lsome t o tho n ext moe tin~ o f 
t he local Camra Branch on Thursday , Juno 
14th., 1984 a t tho Whit e Swan, Greon St ., 
Fallowfi old . 

Speakor s from Robinsons Br ewery. 

-------------------------


