OPENING TIMES me=

SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA'S PUB NEWSHEET ~ ISSUED FREE WITH 'WHAT'S DOING?

WELCOME TO "OPENING TIMES'".

U A WHAT!'S . : | e -
e This is the first edition of
\‘“, TNl ey L ERENE D TO a new service to South Manch-

csteriand Stockport beer drinkcis

AN THE
H i E:‘EE; E:D drinkers.
! 1<) | PAMOUS BREW? :

Opening Times is written and
published by the South Manch-
ester Branch of the Campaign
for Real Ale and distributed
At Camra's AGM last year, a resolution was | Free with 'What's Doing?'
carried which déplored Boddingtons current
policies, one of which was ‘the continuing
blandness and lack of distinctive character

Many drinkers are now asking ""What has
happened to Boddies?!

The newsheet will concentrate
on news and views about the Ou:
Scene in-our Area and will give

compared with 10 years ago' - so Manchester o ; i oy

et £ mrats activitics.
Branches vwisited all their Boddingtons Pubs details of Ca S
to try and find out what wWas woing On. We also want to hear what YOU

the drinker has to say about
the pubs and the Beer in our
Area - and also what you thini
about 'Opening Times'. & :

The comments from South Manchester members
were particularly revealing - average,
bland, boring, characterless, nondescript,
ordinary, unimpressive - these were only

some of the uncomplimentary remarks under Send your views, news and

the heading 'character of the beer!, comments to: | :
Could this really be the famous Roddingtoms? | 'Opening Times',

3 - Gl B i S.H.Higging

Where was that fdlstlnctlve bltter’tang?? L8, Moiicro}t Drive,

and the 'appealing nutty flavour'!? There Burnage

Were some.tbmplimentgry remark;s butiich coe Manchos%er M19 1WH.

Were reserved mainly for the Mild, and, J ) : : -
sadly, about a third of the pubs have no Meanwhile - CHEERS - and hawv.
mild (unless you count Oldham Keg). a good readd

On t@e finapcial side, the Mancbuster : The vicws cxpressed in Openin-
Even}ng News reported that Eoddlngtons‘ times arc not neccssarily thoso.
profits were below mogt estimates for the of the Campaign for Real Ale.
year, but the underlying growth was in »

line with other regional brewers. Beer

volume sales Were down compared with a )

small increase in the U.K. market amv a EJ

whole.

PN
Are the drinkers voting with their feet? Wln@ ‘)Cl

Phil Levison.
Hea¥on Lane, stockport, off

Mersey Square -~ Tel: 480 59¢L

RECEIVE 'WHAT'S DOING?' & OPENING TIMES _
BY POST STOCKPORTS' WINE BAR WITH

poSCrlptIOHo %o the magazines are available e T O S ol e o
by complcting the form below and posting to ;
D.Eckett, 82, Beverlecy Road, Fallowfield, ] DRAUGEHET BASS
Manchester 14 Pleasc en07usc cheque/P. O., ' .

for £1.90 for six months. e P E.P

Name: \ ; H e 3 8N MILD
| A Ui

Address: THE

LrEanEe
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" AROUND IN THE TOWN -

The first in a series in which CAMRA members
appraise the Area's Pubs - This Month -

We kicked off at the Arden Arms on Millgate,

a well-known Good Beer Guide Pub, where \J E,j‘)if A 51?'1
Rohinsoms Best Mild and Best Ritter were on 5 flféuzé+,f‘ L

sale at 62 & 67p respectively, (The crawl ol s

took place imn eariy April so no guarantees OFF BELMONT WAY,

against lncreases since) As in all the pubs : HEATON NORRIS,
members are asked to rate the Beer on a scale :

from zero (undrinkable) to 4 (excellent) The ROBINSONS
Arden scored a very credible 3.3 for Mild and B BN CRESh
2.2 for Bitter, The ' wub must ronk as one of v i S

the little-known gems among Britains pubs - LUNCHTIME SNACKS.

its best feature is probably the fine coll- LIVE MUSIC -
ection of Grandfather clocks which confront 5 | ;
you at every turn, but the most satisfying THURS., FRIDAY., SATURDAY.
aspect 'is the way in which the clasic lay- PARTIES
out and design of a small Victorian pub have

been preserved for the best possible reason, ’CATERED

namely that theéy still nmeet the customers FOR.

needs, Note especially the delightful small :

snug (our Party of 10 was too larger to sample THI 80 5521

it) which can only be recached by walking
through the Bar arca, '

From here we set off uphill to discover what is claimed to be the cheapest
beer in the Town Centre - Sam Smiths 0ld Brewery Bitter at the Boars Head ian
the Market Place, Which was selling at 59p. ‘Scores for guality avetaged 2.5
(between .average and good). By contrast to the Arden the interior has been
modernised in semi-plush style with piped music to match., However the big
thing at the Boars is the live music - a rock group was setting up whilst we
Were there although its the jazz nights that gseem to enjoy the highest rep-
utation. There are understood te be plans afoot for extensions bto cater more
amply for the lunchtime food thade. ’

Across the Market Place.and-back on Robinsons, at the Bulls Head (mild 60,
bitter 64) Here, sad to say, there was a problem with the mild, which, while
not vinegary, was~uncharacterisﬁic of Robinsons and was changed for the Bitter
at the request of the member who'd orderedcit; bitter attracted a score of
2¢4, The Bull's Head still retains much of its old multi-roomed layout,.
though there "has becn some knocking through, particularly from the corridor
into the front bar. It is impossible to look at any fiat surface in the pub
without encountering somercuminder of the Landlords' #SA origins. -~ I gave

up counting Stars & Stripaés but perhaps the most bizarre artefact is the
framed can of Schiltz on one wall. Intercstingly Draught 0ld Tom was still
on sale as latc as April, but we thought it rather early in the cvening

for that! : o

Next call was the Castlewoed on the Brow:that drops down to Gﬂpat Underbank,
for Wilson's mild (60) and+Bitter (62). Quality camo at 3.0 mild & 3.4
bitter,This house now seems to be rc=-cstablished ‘after a period of c}‘;‘;osuz*c5
and it is distinguished by an unusual "split-levcl layout made Hecessary by
onc of Stockports' stecper hills. It's been refurbished in a rcstrained and
tasteful manner to produce an atmosphere that's rcstful and comfortable but
cmphatically still a pub rather than an up-market cecktail bar or similar
DONSENSE i ' P
Now on to onc that's more emphatic than most - the Buck and Dog on Bridge
Street, And at last we've found' oné¢ that undercuts the Boars Head (I supposc
it does depend how you define the Town Centre.
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A ROUNY IN THE TOWN - continucd, " | cLosING TIMES.

Boddingtons mild is 54 and bitter 57p. The Grove Inn, Norbury Street,
Becer ratings arei2 7 omildy 500 ibitter, Stockport clased its doors for
This is the sort of pub usually demecribed good on April 28th,, prior to
as 'cthnie Northern! - bare lightbulbs; rumoured demolition to make way
outside toilcts amd nicotinc stained wood for development of the Area.

wWork, rounded off by a formica bar top. It
still'retaing its corridor & side r%oms in
some of which lurk pool tables” and loud
Juke-hoxes.

Also closed ig the famous Warrem
Bulkeley which has suffered the
same fate as 1ts near neighbour
the Beehive.

Finally we sect our auto-pilots for Robinson
Brewcry and straight for tho fromt door of
the Royal Oak, on the sloping lane incon-

grously known as High St. First the barc

How many more Wilsons Pubs are
for the chop?

facts - Rowinsons Mild 59, Bitter 63 - A NEW HEAD AT THE KINGS.
cheapest Robbies of the night, S g - .
bes Qhbles oihthe nigat o Gcorpe Awarm welcome to John & Josie

mild 5. 5bibitter ant imnereodible Do e ; ] Rmo .
st be the bebr drinking sauivalent or the) St TVAR WO mOVEd BREC EHCLE
e LSl A i : first pub in May when they took
First Division Championship. I should now 1 . 1

, e ; , : EoEeE the tenancy of the Kings Head,
say something about the pub - but what can Ghanclhon Te Ardwick
you say about the Royal Oak? In the unlikely~ 2 CS -0T Lane, %
event you've not visited it, GET THERE AS Serving handpumped Greenalls
SOON AS YOU CAN-and stay as long as you can}bitter they plan to extend the
No better example could be found of the way | catering side using Josies' long

in which all the best pubs develop their expericnce of the Restaurant Trade.
F Chgracte; 9F Speadiad process Gf | John is no newcomef‘to the trade
evolution - it can't be !'sprayed on', The! P T s e Hotﬁl’
Rovai ol hie e uoei e il S o [hawing bebn 2 e Rudyard e
Kogag n usua catures you expect for 5_’!_ years and. formerly at the
of a traditional loc vhat gives i e SN e So
S ~Q€al, but what gt wee it Poca Club in Stockport and the

it's special character is the. stuff that!

S pe laracte S e . s a S T 3

2 f ; jTack of Yorkshire, Bradford..
been brought in over the years by the caverd i ; :
and potholers who form a fair proportion of

the pubs customeys'— you could probably learn the geology of the Peak District
from what's on display in the back room. Just one example to give an idea o f
the lovely lived-in down-to-earthness of it all - the motto of ome of the pot-
holing clubs, stick on the wall in the back room, reads: SEMPER IN EXCRETA,

(Semper means. 'always' - you can probably guicss the resti

So there we have six very different StocKport Pubs - we're not saying they're
the best in the tbwn centre (we!ll cdomé bacs to sample the others in future
crawls) but they do provide a 16t of variety} in a small area.

See you on the next crawll

Rhys P. Dones. BANKS'S
R M This 'nmew Brew for the Area'
Next Crawl - Clayton, Mancnesﬁer. | ' -} first turned up at the Longsight

Inn, Redgate Lane (a Free House

at the back of Belle Vue) just

e ‘ [\\J r\\J : before Christmas. Work is going
: | ahcad on a nearby site on a new

Sl : i ‘Longsight' and with any lhck it

WELLINGTON ROAD SOUTH, STOCKPORT. : will be rcady for Christmas.

W S gD e HANDBDR UM P ED Plans are also afoot to convert
; % RN ; ; the Brook Housc Hotel on Wilm-
e ol SRS LT : slow Road, Fallowfield into a

LUNCHTIME SPECIAL - 5 pub, and to build a mew pub

ST Bein ORI T e U R near the top of Burnage Lane.
PIE, CHIPS & A PINT: (MILD OR BITTEB)‘—LQ. Tt now looks as if both these

schemes may run into planning

discounts

problems i
on beers i %
at

lunchtime
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THE GRIFFIN, ¢
HEATON MERSEY.

The first Award of the South
Manchester Camra 'Pub of the fﬂar'
1s5/to be made to the Griffan,
Didsbury Road, Heaton Mersey.

This famous Holts' Pub, a perennial
entry in the Good Beer CGuide, has
twice won the coveted 'Pub of the
Month! Award and was selected for
the new acolade from a short-list
-ef. .those. pubs which received the
Pub of thu uontb Award in 1983,

The Grlffln, saved from domolition
a few years ago, 1s a suberb exam-
ple of a-clasgsic Victorian Pub =
with a fine bar of ctched windowsi

The presentation of the Award is
to be made on Monday, Jume 11lth.,; .
and all are welcome to attend. i

Humphrey Higgins. f

PUB OF THE MONTH JUNE 198k,

The South Manchester Pub of the
Month for June is the Florist Hotcl
Shaw Heath, Stockport.

- —I&.-wen.the nomination casily
because as pubs go this onc suns '
up what CAMRA is all about. The
pub itself is old (first mentioned
about 1820) and unspoilt, being a
multi-roomed pub which has been
gently modernised to keep its
character.(A far cry. from rip-it=-

!
i
i
i

|

- Two Stoekport Pubs

L at the Lass O'Gowrie,

HiA R B Y DoAY Ss

anly
arc opcrating ‘variations
- The New Inn (Wilsons

of ithe 'Happy Hour!
Up te Dy oft

near the Town Hall) knoeks
a pind at Gunch tine.

Ye Olde Vie at Shaw Heath (formerly
Viletordal Vaults) is)a free house with 'hand
pumpid Wilsong Bitter, Petley Mild &
Bitter and Burton Ale, it reduces prices
by about 10p from 12-2 Monday to Friday

& 5-30 - 7 Tucsdays and Thursdays.

Priees (and times) may vary but kccn
drinkers will probably be happy to know
that Eveorards Tiger may replace the Burton
which has not been available for somc time,

CHANGE AT THE VICTORIA,

The Off Licence next to the Victoria,
Wilmslow Road, Withington has closed. W
has started on converting it to a loumgc
extiension to the pubes | There will be no
change to the cask-conditioned Hydes
Bitt.r and Mild.

ork

NEW TROPHY,

Cask conditioned Trophy is due to appecar
joining Chestcers
Mild and Bitter, the two 'house'! beers

10G 35 & LOG L2, and not forgctting Bulmcr
Cider ( all hand-pumpecd)

out-and-start-again stylc usually

- favoured by Robinsons., This, thouEE'

is omly half the story; the other
half is the beer, kept in finc form
by Landlord Allen - as will be dis
covercd by all thosc turning up pn
June 28 for the prestntation, { -

Pk

A good night should be had by aljil,
John Clarkc.

SCOTTISH IMPORT.

Drinkers puzzled by the Robert
Dishcr mirrot in the Royal Oak,
Stockport, should look under
'Edinburgh United Brewcrics' in
'Wherce have all thce Brewcrics G@ne'

ROBINSONS
ALES

Mancheste
/\ rm S PUB OF THE MONTH

MAY 1984.

? i i
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The next qucstion - how did it get[
to Stockport? f

i

]
'"OPENING TIMES' printcd and ‘ﬁb-
lished by the South MduChpSturi
Branch of the Campaign for Rpal
AR eiktd,

CAMRANEWSCAMRANEWSCAMRANEWSCAMRANEWS

A1l are welsome to the next meeting of

the local Camra Branch on Thursday, Junc
14th., 1984 at the White Swan, Green St.,
Fallowfield.

Spcakers from Robinsons Brewery.




